
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : F i l e s  DATE : SEP 16 1977 

FROM : J i m  Morris 

SUBJECT: Tr ip  Report f o r  Utukok River J u l y  5 - 2 1 ,  1 9 7 7  

As p a r t  of t h e  B O R ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  wi lderness ,  
and s c e n i c  va lues  conta ined  i n  t h e  Nat ional  Petroleum Reserve- 
Alaska,  an in te ragency  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  Utukok River 
was made. 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  were: 

Ray Bane - National  Park S e r v i c e ,  B e t t l e s  
J u l e s  T i l e s t o n  - Bureau of Land Management, Anch. 
Mike Smith - Fish  & W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Fairbanks 
J i m  Morris - Bureau of Outdoor Recrea t ion ,  Anch. 

J u l y  5 

In  t h e  morning Ray, J u l e s ,  and I f lew v i a  a commercial f l i g h t  
from Anchorage t o  Kotzebue. Mike was awai t ing  us t h e r e .  
A t  2 : 0 0  p.m., we l e f t  Kotzebue with some of our  gear  and f lew 
d i r e c t l y  t o  Driftwood Camp on t h e  Utukok River  v i a  a  cha r t e red  
C-206 from Baker Avia t ion  i n  Kotzebue. The a i r s t r i p  a t  
Driftwood i s  f a i r l y  good, but  does have a couple of s o f t  spo t s  
i n  i t .  Driftwood camp i s  below the  confluence with Driftwood 
Creek and i s  about 36 r i v e r  mi les  below t h e  headwaters of t h e  
Utukok River .  We a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  camp a t  3  p.m., and t h e  
r e s t  of our g e a r ,  t r a n s p o r t e d  by a Grumman Goose a i r c r a f t  
from Anchorage, a r r i v e d  t h r e e  hours l a t e r .  We s e t  up our 
camp and equipment. Our boa t s  f o r  t h e  t r i p  were two 1 2  foo t  
Avon r a f t s  with a 4 .5 hp Mercury outboard on each and 1 0  
g a l l o n s  of f u e l  pe r  boa t .  Before r e t i r i n g  f o r  t h e  n igh t  
we discovered g r i z z l y  t r a c k s  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r .  While f l y i n g  
i n  Ray and Mike s p o t t e d  a g r i z z l y  sow and t h r e e  cubs south 
of Driftwood Camp. 

Af te r  l i g h t  r a i n  dur ing  t h e  n igh t  we awoke t o  a b e a u t i f u l  
morning, wi th  s c a t t e r e d  c louds ,  a l i g h t  wind from t h e  south ,  
and a i r  t e m p e r a t u r e  of 52°F. We f l o a t e d  down t o  Nimwutik 
Creek and stopped f o r  lunch.  The r i v e r  v a r i e s  i n  width from 



about 15  t o  35 yards .  The r i v e r  i s  mostly a s i n g l e  channel 
but does b r a i d  a l i t t l e .  With a c u r r e n t  averaging 2 t o  3  mph 
and a l i g h t  wind behind us we t r a v e l l e d  t h e  s i x  mi les  t o  
Nimwutik Creek i n  t h r e e  hours .  The r i v e r  was shallow i n  s e v e r a l  
p l a c e s  making i t  necessary  t o  drag t h e  boats  f o r  s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e s .  There were a l s o  s e v e r a l  pools  over  s i x  f e e t  i n  
depth.  A f t e r  lunch we climbed up on t h e  r i d g e  on t h e  west 
s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  From t h e  r i d g e  t o p  one has a very p l e a s a n t  
view of t h e  surrounding landscape.  There a r e  many r i d g e s  
and k n o l l s  and r o l l i n g  f o o t h i l l s  t o  s e e  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  r i v e r  
c u t t i n g  i t s  p a t h  through t h e  v a l l e y .  The abundant q u a n t i t y  
and v a r i a t i o n  of  wild f lowers  i s  a l s o  ve ry  appeal ing .  Before 
l eav ing  t h i s  s i t e  we f i s h e d  f o r  about one hour and caught 
t h r e e  g r a y l i n g  1 2 - 1 4 "  i n  l e n g t h .  We saw gyr fa lcon ,  golden 
e a g l e s ,  and va r ious  shoreb i rds .  We t r a v e l l e d  one more mi le  
down t h e  r i v e r  before  making camp. We had t o  drag t h e  boats  
q u i t e  a b i t  along t h i s  s t r e t c h  of r i v e r .  During t h e  evening 
t h r e e  more g ray l ing  were caught i n  t h e  1 0 - 1 2 "  s i z e  range.  
J u l e s  and Ray hiked west of camp and saw seven car ibou and 
s e v e r a l  rock ptarmigan. 

Mosquitoes were r a t h e r  bothersome i n  camp. A t  4:15 p.m., 
a i r  temperature was 64°F and water temperature was 53°F. (A l l  
water  tempera tures  were taken  near  t h e  shore ,  u s u a l l y  i n  shal low 
w a t e r . )  

J u l y  7 

A c o n t i n u a t i o n  of good weather.  C lea r  wi th  a  few l i g h t  
s c a t t e r e d  clouds i n  morning wi th  i n c r e a s i n g  c loudiness  i n  
a f te rnoon.  A i r  and water  temperatures  i n  morning were 61°F 
and 50°F. I n  t h e  evening a t  7:00 t h e  a i r  and water temperatures  
were 68°F and 50°F. The s o u t h e r l y  wind of t h e  previous day 
changed t o  a n o r t h e r l y  wind. Even a moderate wind became 
q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  paddle a g a i n s t  i n  t h e  r a f t s .  

The r i v e r  was mostly about 30 yards wide i n  t h i s  s t r e t c h .  
The average depth was about 1 2 "  with occas iona l  deep ho les  
and some shal low r i f f l e  b a r s  r e q u i r i n g  dragging t h e  boats  
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s .  The r i v e r  c u r r e n t  averaged 1 t o  2 mph. 
We covered about 1 2  r i v e r  mi les  during s i x  hours on t h e  r i v e r .  
Except f o r  e n t e r i n g  a bra ided  a r e a  a t  t h e  end of t h e  day,  
t h e  r i v e r  passed mostly through a s i n g l e  channel with g e n t l e  
curves .  The r ive rbed  m a t e r i a l  was rock and g r a v e l .  



We s topped  a t  a few p l a c e s  a long  t h e  r i v e r  t o  go on s h o r t  
h i k e s .  The t e r r a  i n ,  s o i 1 , a n d  v e g e t a t i o n  a r e  v e r y  ea sy  f o r  
h i k i n g .  A t  t h e  con f luence  o f  one c r e e k  we d i s c o v e r e d  what 
may be a  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e .  P a r t s  o f  
v e r y  o l d  wooden kayak f rames w i th  wooden pegs were found 
s c a t t e r e d  a long  t h e  s u r f a c e .  Ray f e e l s  t h i s  may have been 
a s i t e  used  by Utukokmiut p e o p l e ,  a group once i n h a b i t i n g  
t h i s  r e g i o n  and c o n s i d e r e d  a t r a n s i t i o n a r y  l i n k  between 
t h e  c o a s t a l  people  and'  i n l a n d  peop le .  

Another i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  we observed  were t h e  r i p p l e  marks 
i n  r o c k s  a long  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  and r i d g e s .  Th is  ev idence  of  a n  
i n l a n d  s e a  once be ing  i n  t h e  a r e a  was observed  from t ime  t o  
t ime a long  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  

J u l v  8 

Another b e a u t i f u l  day.  No wind i n  morning,  so  mosqui toes  were 
bad. A i r  and wa te r  t e m p e r a t u r e  a t  6 : 3 0  a.m.,  were 54°F and 
55°F. Most o f  r i v e r  t r a v e l l e d  i n  morning was b r a i d e d .  The 
i n d i v i d u a l  channe l s  were about  25 y a r d s  wide w i t h  a c u r r e n t  
of  about  1 mph. The r i v e r  w a s  a l i t t l e  deepe r  h e r e  t h a n  
what we had been th rough  p r e v i o u s l y .  T h e r e f o r e  we had l e s s  
d r agg ing  t o  do. About 10 am., however, t h e  wind s t a r t e d  and 
it was rough t o  padd le  a g a i n s t .  

A t  l unch  we s topped  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  Folsom Ridge and c l imbed 
t o  t h e  t o p .  The r i d g e  i s  a  v e r y  good s c e n i c  v iewpoin t  ove r  
l ook ing  t h e  v a l l e y .  We found s l a b s  o f  rock  w i t h  r i p p l e  marks ,  
f o s s i l i z e d  s e a  l i f e  and s c r a p s  o f  c h e r t  l e f t  by long-ago  
n a t i v e s .  Ray t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e s e  peop le  made t o o l s  and 
weapons o u t  o f  c h e r t  wh i l e  watching f o r  c a r i b o u  and o t h e r  
w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  These c h e r t  s c r a p s  and an  o c c a s i o n a l  
s p e a r  p o i n t ,  arrowhead o r  s t o n e  t o o l  were found a l l  a long  a 
con t inuous  r i d g e  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  heading 
down r i v e r .  

I n  g e n e r a l  we had a  v e r y  good day.  We covered  about  1 2  r i v e r  
m i l e s  d u r i n g  s i x  hours  on t h e  r i v e r .  T h i s  s t r e t c h  of  r i v e r  
had p l e n t y  o f  wate r  f o r  o u r  b o a t s ,  few sha l low  r i p p l e  a r e a s ,  
s e v e r a l  v e r y  deep h o l e s ,  and a f a i r l y  good c u r r e n t  ave rag ing  
1 t o  2 mph. The s c e n e r y  was v e r y  e n j o y a b l e .  Wide open views 
from t h e  r i v e r  and from nearby  r i d g e  t o p s ,  p l u s  t h e  r i v e r  
pa s sed  t h rough  a canyon between Archimedes Ridge and Folsom 
Ridge.  The t o p s  o f  t h e  Brooks Range was v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  f a r  
d i s t a n c e .  I n t e r e s t i n g  g e o l o g i c  fo rma t ions  showing rock  which 



has been u p l i f t e d  and turned  n e a r l y  i n  a complete c i r c l e  was 
v i s i b l e  i n  some of t h e  s t e e p  r ive rbanks .  W i l d l i f e  viewing 
was good a l s o .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  many b i r d s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
shore  b i r d s ,  we saw a  r ed  fox ,  a  ca r ibou ,  a  g r i z z l y  about 
200 yards  from t h e  r i v e r ,  two golden e a g l e s ,  rough-legged 
hawks, and evidence of c a r i b o u ,  wolf ,  and o t h e r  b e a r s .  

J u l v  9 

We covered 14 t o  1 5  r i v e r  mi les  i n  s i x  hours of r i v e r  t r a v e l .  
We covered about f i v e  mi les  during 1 1 / 5  hours of  f l o a t i n g  
i n  morning. I stopped t o  f i s h  f o r  about 30 minutes a t  t h e  
mouth of one creek  and caught s i x  g ray l ing  i n  l eng ths  
ranging from 10 t o  1 4" .  A t  1 1 : O O  a.m., t h e  wind s t a r t e d .  
I t  go t  so bad i n  a f t e rnoon  t h a t  it was necessary  t o  use  t h e  
motors o f f  and on f o r  about t h r e e  hours .  No headway could 
be made paddl ing t h e  r a f t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  wind. 

We saw a g r i z z l y  bear  nea r  t h e  r i v e r  about 1 / 2  m i l e  above where 
we camped f o r  t h e  n i g h t .  E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  day we saw a car ibou 
cow and c a l f .  A t  5:00 p.m., t h e  a i r  and water  temperatures  
were 70°F and 62°F. 

J u l v  1 0  

The r i v e r  segment we t r a v e l l e d  t h i s  day passed through a very 
wide,  f l a t  v a l l e y .  The r i v e r  i t s e l f  was very  bra ided .  
I n d i v i d u a l  channels  were about 2 0  t o  25 yards wide. The 
amount of water  i n  t h e  r i v e r  even where t h e  b r a i d s  come 
t o g e t h e r  t o  form a s i n g l e  channel ,  appeared l e s s  than  up 
r i v e r .  We began t o  n o t i c e ,  a s  we were t o  n o t i c e  l a t e r  
f u r t h e r  down r i v e r ,  t h a t  much of the  water seeps i n t o  t h e  g rave l  
bed of t h e  r i v e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  where t h e r e  i s  a slow c u r r e n t .  
Here t h e  r i v e r  c u r r e n t  t r a v e l s  a t  about one mph o r  l e s s .  We 
had t o  drag t h e  boa t s  f o r  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s  a c r o s s  many r i f f l e  
b a r s .  

The t e r r a i n  viewed t h i s  day was l e s s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The few 
r i d g e s  and k n o l l s  seen  from t h e  r i v e r  were much lower than  
those  we passed on t h e  e a r l i e r  days. 

Most of t h e  r iverbank was f l a t  o r  no t  h igher  than  1 0  f e e t .  
However, t h e  r i v e r  does c u t  through some s t e e p ,  high banks 
exposing permafros t .  



In  about seven hours of t r a v e l  we covered about 16 r i v e r  
a i l e s .  Our outs tanding  weather was i n t e r r u p t e d  b r i e f l y  by 
a sudden thunder  storm which l a s t e d  about 30 minutes .  We 
t r i e d  some f i s h i n g  without success  and r e t i r e d  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  
t o  s l e e p  wi th  t h e  sound of a  mul t i tude  of mosquitoes buzzing 
o u t s i d e  t h e  t e n t s .  

J u l y  11 

Another b e a u t i f u l  day. A warm, calm, sunny morning wi th  a i r  
and water tempera tures  of 66°F and 60°F a t  9:30 a.m. 
We t r a v e l l e d  only  about s i x  r i v e r  mi les  today s topping  a t  
Disappointment Creek. On t h e  way we saw one car ibou and 
a p a i r  of  g r i z z l i e s .  We watched a s  t h e  g r i z z l i e s  caught 
s c e n t  of t h e  c a r i b o u ,  r a i s e d  up on t h e i r  hind f e e t ,  and 
gave h a l f - h e a r t e d  chase .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Disappointment 
Creek a r e  a few remains of an o l d  v i l l a g e .  There i s  very  
l i t t l e  l e f t  t o  see  a s  t h e  r i v e r  has eroded t h e  s i t e .  

We f i s h e d  a l i t t l e  today without  success .  The t e r r a i n  was 
a l i t t l e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  walk a c r o s s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  than  
f u r t h e r  up r i v e r .  The c o t t o n g r a s s  tussocks  a r e  more prominant 
but s t i l l  not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  walk upon. 

The a i r  and water  temperatures  a t  6:00 p.m., were 77°F and 
68°F. 

J u l v  1 2  

The temperature turned  c o o l e r  on t h i s  morning but s t i l l  good 
weather.  A t  6:30 a.m., t h e  a i r  temperature was 52°F. 
Before t h e  wind began t o  blow paddling was easy.  We t r a v e l l e d  
about s i x  r i v e r  mi les  i n  t h r e e  hours wi th  a  c u r r e n t  of l e s s  
than  1 mph. I n  e a r l y  af te rnoon t h e  wind s t a r t e d  and t h e  motors 
had t o  be used o f f  and on f o r  about two hours.  They could not  
be used cont inuous ly  because even wi th  s h o r t  s h a f t s ,  they
could not  be used i n  much o f  t h e  shal low braided a r e a s .  We 
t r a v e l l e d  about 10 r i v e r  mi les  i n  f i v e  hours .  We stopped 
and camped a t  Carbon Creek. 

Along t h e  way we saw some c u t  banks wi th  p l e i s t o c e n e  t r e e s  
exposed i n  t h e  s o i l  and rock.  On a g rave l  bar we found two 
whale bone s l e d  runners ,  one about 1 2 '  long. We saw one 
g r i z z l y .  

Carbon Creek would be a good s topping  p o i n t  f o r  most people 
f l o a t i n g  t h e  r i v e r .  Most of  t h e  b e s t  walking t e r r a i n ,  t h e  r idges  
and k n o l l s  t o  look a t  and t o  c l imb,  t h e  bes t  scenery ,  t h e  most 
l a r g e  w i l d l i f e ,  and t h e  b e s t  boat ing  water a r e  above Carbon 
Creek. 



A t  Carbon Creek i s  evidence of e a r l y  man's use of t h e  a r e a .  
However, most evidence has been washed away. More s i g n  of 
modern man's use a l s o  appear  h e r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
t y p i c a l  o i l  drums s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  Utukok v a l l e y  
t h e r e  a r e  t r a p p e r s  caches ,  and snow machine p a r t s ,  and l o t s  
of t r a s h  here  and t h e r e .  

A t  5:00 p.m., a i r  and water  temperatures  were 73°F and 64°F. 

J u l y  13 

Much c o o l e r  but s t i l l  c l e a r  with a f a i r l y  cons tan t  wind. A t  
7:30 a.m., t h e  a i r  and water temperatures  were 53°F and 
57°F. 

Much of  t h e  r i v e r  segment i s  bra ided .  We a l t e r n a t e l y  paddled 
and motored. The motors were e s s e n t i a l  t o  combat t h e  wind. 
Ray r igged up a s a i l  f o r  our r a f t  which was ve ry  u s e f u l  when 
t r a v e l l i n g  wi th  t h e  wind. We t r a v e l l e d  11 t o  1 2  r i v e r  mi les .  

We saw a  p a i r  of A r c t i c  foxes .  More waterfowl were observed 
than on previous  days.  We found two more a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s ;  
one appears  t o  be very  o l d  a s  evidenced by ex tens ive  d e p o s i t s  
of c h e r t  c h i p s  and bones exposed i n  s o i l  c r o s s  s e c t i o n s .  

A t  5:00 p.m., t h e  a i r  and water  temperatures  were 68°F and 62°F. 

J u l y  1 4  

We awoke t o  our f i r s t  bad weather of t h e  t r i p .  A co ld  fog 
bank had blown i n  s e v e r e l y  reducing v i s i b i l i t y .  We delayed 
s t a r t i n g  o f f  u n t i l  1 1 : O O  a.m., when most of t h e  fog had 
burned o f f .  A i r  and water  temperatures  a t  1 1 : O O  a .m.,  were 
54°F and 59°F. We t r a v e l l e d  about 10 r i v e r  mi les  during t h e  
day. We stopped and i n v e s t i g a t e d  two s i t e s  of c h e r t  d e p o s i t s .  
Permafrost  exposed i n  s e v e r a l  p laces  along r i v e r  bank. 
I n  t h e  evening we saw two moose near  camp. A t  6:30 p.m., 
t h e  a i r  and water tempera tures  were 66°F and 60°F. 

J u l y  15 

With a f avorab le  wind most of t h e  day Ray and I used t h e  s a i l  
on our  r a f t  most of t h e  t ime.  I t  proved more e f f i c i e n t  than  
t h e  motors because it allowed us t o  pass  over most of t h e  
sha l low a r e a s  where outboard motors were not  useab le .  There 
was l i t t l e  of any i n t e r e s t  t o  s e e  along t h e  r i v e r .  We hiked 



up t o  a few low r i d g e s  and found a few s i t e s  w i t h  c h e r t  
s c r a p s .  Coal seams a r e  exposed i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  a long  t h i s  
lower  s e c t i o n  of  r i v e r .  I t  i s  a v e r y  s o f t  crumbly bi tuminous  
t y p e  of  c o a l .  We saw one golden e a g l e  and some rough legged  
hawks. With a c u r r e n t  o f  l e s s  t h a n  1 mph we t r a v e l e d  a lmos t  
1 2  t o  14 r i v e r  m i l e s .  A i r  and wate r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  a t  6:00 p.m., 
were 63°F and 61°F. 

J u l y  16 

We t r a v e l e d  about  15  r i v e r  m i l e s  i n  s i x  hou r s  on t h e  r i v e r  under  
q u i t e  f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  The r i v e r  i n  many p l a c e s  i s  q u i t e  
s h a l l o w ,  t o o  sha l low  f o r  t h e  motors u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  t i l t e d  
much of  t h e  t ime .  However we had t h e  wind behind us  most o f  
t h e  day.  We had t h e  s a i l  up much of  t h e  t ime on one of  t h e  
b o a t s .  The c u r r e n t  v e l o c i t y  averaged l e s s  t h a n  1 mph. 

Some more s i t e s  w i t h  c h e r t  s c r a p s  were l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  low 
r i d g e .  Also we found samples  of  f o s s i l i z e d  l e a v e s  and p e t r i f i e d  
wood. 

The views from t h e  r i v e r  become more c o n f i n e d  a s  one t r a v e l s  
down r i v e r .  R iver  banks up t o  15 f e e t  h i g h  o r  low r i d g e s  up 
t o  50 t o  100 f e e t  h i g h  and w i t h i n  1 / 2  m i l e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  
p r e v e n t  any d i s t a n t  v iews .  There a r e  fewer  r i d g e s  t o  c l imb 
upon f o r  a view o f  t h e  su r round ings .  The o n l y  view o b t a i n e d  
from a low r i d g e  t o p  i s  t h a t  o f  g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  t e r r a i n  up t o  
t h e  nex t  low r i d g e .  

J u l y  17 

Much t h e  same now from day t o  day.  The motors  have t o  be 
used  a lmos t  c o n t i n u o u s l y .  However, t h e r e  a r e  many sha l low  
a r e a s  where it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  use  t h e  motors .  We t r a v e l e d  
16 t o  1 7  m i l e s  i n  6 hou r s  on t h e  r i v e r .  Few c a r i b o u  were 
s p o t t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  day.  

J u l y  18 

For o n l y  t h e  second t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  t r i p  we awoke t o  f i n d  a 
heavy b l a n k e t  o f  fog .  We de l ayed  s t a r t i n g  o u t  u n t i l  10:30 
a.m. We t r a v e l e d  a lmos t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  f o r  f i v e  hours  w i t h  
l i t t l e  t o  i n t e r e s t  u s  i n  s t o p p i n g .  We t r a v e l e d  13  r i v e r  m i l e s  
and s topped  a t  a p r e v i o u s l y  a r r anged  p i ck- up  p o i n t .  

Our p i c k - u p  w a s  n o t  s chedu led  u n t i l  t h e  morning of  t h e  2 1 s t .  
We had expec ted  it t o  t a k e  l onge r  t o  t r a v e l  t h e  upper p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  r i v e r .  However it was no t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  walk and d r a g  
t h e  r a f t s  over  ex tended  sha l low  a r e a s .  a s  expec t ed .  I f  we 
had s t a r t e d  ou r  t r i p  about  two weeks l a t e r ,  we probably  would 



have had problems c r o s s i n g  over t h e  sha l low grave l  b a r s .  
S u r p r i s i n g l y , t h e r e  appeared t o  be n e a r l y  a s  much water up r i v e r  
near  Driftwood a s  t h e r e  was below Carbon Creek. A s  t h e  r i v e r  
g r a d i e n t  l e s s e n s  and t h e  c u r r e n t  v e l o c i t y  slows down, much of 
t h e  water a p p a r e n t l y  seeps down i n t o  t h e  r ive rbed  g r a v e l .  

J u l y  2 2  

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  days of h ik ing  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  prepar ing  equipment, 
and g e n e r a l l y  wa i t ing  f o r  our p ick-up,  we were picked up i n  
t h e  evening. A C-207 from Barrow made two t r i p s  t o  t a k e  out  
us and our  gea r .  The g rave l  ba r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  make e x c e l l e n t  
landing  s t r i p s .  

Summarv 

I n  1 3  days on t h e  r i v e r  we f l o a t e d  about 170 mi les .  The 
Utukok River  o f f e r s  only  a f a i r  boat ing  exper ience .  However, 
t h e  r i v e r  i s  a v a l u a b l e  t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r  and o f f e r s  t h e  t r a v e l e r  
an ou t s t and ing  oppor tun i ty  t o  experience t h e  A r c t i c  environment. 
Or ig ina t ing  i n  t h e  mountains the  r i v e r  passes  through t h e  
r i d g e s ,  k n o l l s ,  and r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  and a c r o s s  
a  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  v a s t  c o a s t a l  p l a i n .  Oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  
away from t h e  r i v e r  and h ik ing  a r e  e x c e l l e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
along t h e  r i d g e s  on t h e  upper p a r t  of  t h e  r i v e r  above Carbon 
Creek. The t e r r a i n  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  easy  t o  walk upon, and t h e  
s lopes  a r e  g radua l .  From t h e  r idge  tops  one can see  long 
d i s t a n c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y  and up and down t h e  r i v e r .  During 
J u l y  t h e  v a r i e t y  of  c o l o r  i n  t h e  wild f lowers  i s  b e a u t i f u l .  
From t h e s e  vantage p o i n t s  one has a good chance of s p o t t i n g  
w i l d l i f e  such a s  ca r ibou  o r  p o s s i b l y  g r i z z l y .  These same 
vantage p o i n t s  were a l s o  once used by t h e  Eskimos f o r  s p o t t i n g  
game. Today's t r a v e l e r  can wi tness  an a r e a  b a r e l y  d i s t u r b e d  
s i n c e  t h e  Eskimos t r a v e l e d  and hunted he re .  Imagining t h e i r  
presence here  a t  one time i s  made e a s i e r  by occas iona l ly  f i n d -
ing hard evidence such a s  a depos i t  of  c h e r t  sc raps  o r  remains 
of a v i l l a g e  s i t e .  

The scenery  i s  no t  s p e c t a c u l a r  by comparison with many o t h e r  
a r e a s  of Alaska.  However t h e  almost un l imi ted  views of r o l l -
ing h i l l s  and high r i d g e s  and k n o l l s  i n  t h e  upper r i v e r  a r e a  
i s  very appeal ing .  The c l o s e  up views of wild f lowers ,  geologic  
format ions ,  and w i l d l i f e  adds t o  t h e  appeal .  The water q u a l i t y  
i s  very good wi th  most of t h e  r i v e r  q u i t e  c l e a r .  The r i v e r  
c o r r i d o r  a p p a r e n t l y  con ta ins  very h igh  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l / c u l t u r a l  
va lues .  W i l d l i f e  va lues  a r e  very h igh .  F ish ing  i s  only  f a i r .  



During t h e  p e r i o d  o f  ou r  t r i p ,  J u l y  6-18 t h e  r i v e r  was f l o a t a b l e .  
Probably  two weeks e a r l i e r  t h e  r i v e r  would have been i n  much 
b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  f l o a t i n g .  Two weeks l a t e r  t h e r e  p robably  
would n o t  have been s u f f i c i e n t  wa te r  t o  f l o a t  th rough  t h e  
sha l low  a r e a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  b r a i d e d  c h a n n e l s .  Dragging 
t h e  b o a t s  would be  d i f f i c u l t  and u n p l e a s a n t .  




