
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
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Memorandum 
TO DATE:F i l e s  

FROM : David Dapkus . 

F i e l d  Inspec t ion  of t h e  T l i k a k i l a  River ,  J u l y  13-19, 1975 

hs p a r t  of BOR'S t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Nat ional  Park Serv ice  
i n  e v a l u a t i n g  r i v e r- r e l a t e d  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  proposed Na t iona l  Park 
System a r e a s ,  an i n t e r a g e n c y  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  was conducted on t h e  
T l i k a k i l a  R i ve r  J u l y  13-19, 1975. The T l i k a k i l a  River  i s  loca ted  
e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  (d)(2)  l a n d s  proposed f o r  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  Lake Cla rk  
Na t iona l  Park. P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  were: 

Roy Sanborne, NPS, Alaska Task Force,  Anchorage 
Frank Bogardus, NPS, Alaska Task Force,  Anchorage 
J a c k  Durham, BLM, Anchorage D i s t r i c t ,  Anchorage 
David Dapkus, BOR, Alaska F i e l d  Of f i ce ,  Anchorage 

Twelve f o o t  Avon Redshank r a f t s  w e r e  used f o r  t h e  r i v e r  inspec t ion .  

J u l y  13 

The e n t i r e  c r e w  f lew w i t h  C h a r l i e  Al len  ( C h a r l i e  A l l e n ' s  F ly ing  
Serv ice )  f r o m  Lake Hood i n  Anchorage t o  Summit Lake i n  Lake Cla rk  
Pass.  It took t h r e e  two hour round t r i p s  between 8 a.m., and 2:30 
p.m. ,  t o  t r a n s p o r t  crew and gear .  The T l i k a k i l a  River i s  a g l a c i a l  
r i v e r ,  s t a r t i n g  from a g l a c i e r  and fed  a long most of i t s  l e n g t h  by 
s m a l l  g l a c i a l  s i d e  streams. It h a s  two major t r i b u t a r i e s ,  Glac ie r  
Fork and North Fork, bo th  g l a c i a l  r i v e r s .  According t o  t h e USGS maps 
and t o  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  sources ,  t h e  r i v e r  supposedly f lows  ou t  of 
Summit Lake southwest  i n t o  Lake Clark .  Apparently due t o  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r ' s  g l a c i e r  a c t i o n ,  however, w e  found t h a t  water  from t h e  l a k e  
r a n  nor thwest  i n t o  t h e  North Fork Big River and e v e n t u a l l y  i n t o  Cook 
I n l e t .  Severa l  small g l a c i e r  f ad  s t reams from both  s i d e s  of t h e  
p a s s  r u n  o n t o  a f l a t  a l u v i a l  f a n  a r e a  and i n t o  t h e  l a k e .  W e  i n f l a t e d  
and loaded t h e  r a f t s ,  and l i n e d  them up t h e  n e a r e s t  s t r eam (flowing 
NE i n t o  t h e  l a k e )  on t h e  SE s i d e  o f  t h e  p a s s  hoping t o  c r o s s  t h e  
f l a t  a l u v i a l  f a n  and g e t  somewhat c l o s e  t o  t h e  T l i k a k i l a  River.  
(We had seen  t h e  r i v e r  from t h e  a i r ,  and thought  i t  t o  s t a r t  a s  one 
of  t h e  g l a c i e r  fed  s t reams on t h e  NW s i d e  of t h e  pass  abou t  1 / 2  m i l e  
from t h e  lake . )  A f t e r  about  a 1 / 2  mi le  of l i n i n g ,  and much t o  our  
s u r p r i s e ,  t h e  s t r  e  a m  b e c a m e  t h e  T l i k  a  k i l a  River .  It s t a r t s  from a 
g l a c i e r  on t h e  SE s i d e  of t h e  pass ,  f lows down t h e  mountainside and 
s p l i t s  i n t o  two channels  - one going NE i n t o  Summit Lake and t h e  o t h e r  
SW a s  t h e  T l i k a k i l a  River .  Water dep th  a t  t h e  s p l i t  was about  8" and 
water  appeared t o  e q u a l l y  f low i n t o  each channel .  

on 



We then  f l o a t e d  about  two m i l e s  t o  t h e  conf luence  of G l a c i e r  Fork, t h e  
r i v e r  ga the r ing  s i z e  from t h e  many small  s i d e  s t reams.  We had seen 
a  b lackbear  sow and two cubs  along t h e  Big River  on t h e  f l i g h t  in .  
Saw one beaver nea r  G l a c i e r  Fork. The T l i k a k i l a  River v a l l e y  was 
about  1 / 2  mi le  wide; l i n e d  wi th  6,000 foo t  h i g h  snow and g l a c i e r  capped 
mountains; and except  f o r  some smal l  a l d e r  and b l a c k  spruce ,  t h e  dominant 
v e g e t a t i v e  cover was a l p i n e  tundra.  These f i r s t  two m i l e s  of r i v e r  were 
C l a s s  I whitewater w i t h  no o b s t a c l e s ,  flowing about  4 mph, about  50' i n  
width,  and 4' deep a t  G l a c i e r  Fork. Glacier  Fork was f a s t  (5/6 mph) 
about  3' deep a t  i t s  mouth, and bra ided wi th  t h e  main channel  about 
25 f e e t  wide. 

The weather had been heavy, low overcas t  and r a i n y  a l l  day. Hiking 
i n  i t s  a l p i n e  tundra  covered v a l l e y  and i n  Lake Cla rk  Pass  would be  
en joyab le  and n o t  d i f f i c u l t  u n l e s s  one s t a r t e d  up t h e  h i g h e r  v a l l e y s  
and mountain wa l l s .  

J u l y  14  

W e  f l o a t e d  from G l a c i e r  Fork t o  t h e  North Fork ,  cover ing  about  12  m i l e s .  
The r i v e r  continued t o  g a t h e r  s i z e  and speed whi le  becoming bra ided.  
Channels were 20' t o  75' wide, a few inches  t o  6 '  deep,  tempera ture  
of  46oF, and t r a v e l i n g  5/6 mph. It was d i f f i c u l t  a t  t imes  t o  s e l e c t  
t h e  channel wi th  t h e  most water  s i n c e  i t  is  a g l a c i a l  s t ream and one 
cannot  s e e  more than  2 /3  inches  i n t o  the  water .  Although we d i d  n o t  
encounter  rocks ,  w e  began t o  cone upon submersion sandbars  bo th  under- . 
w a t e r  and exposed. It can be  d i f f i c u l t  and dangerous g e t t i n g  o f f  a ' 

submersion ba r  because i t  w i l l  n o t  support  a pe r sons  weight.  Th i s  
r iver  s e c t i o n  had no r a p i d s ,  was good Class  I water .  The North Fork 
f lows  through a 1 / 2  t o  3 / 4 m i l e  w i d e  v a l l e y  and a c r o s s  a 1 / 2  m i l e  
wide g r a v e l  a l u v i a l  f a n  about  two m i l e s  long j u s t  b e f o r e  dumping i n t o  
t h e  T l i k a k i l a .  It i s  b ra ided  wi th  t h e  main channe l  about  25 f e e t  
wide, 2 f e e t  deep, and f lowing 5 mph. 

W e  observed more than  a dozen s i d e  stream w a t e r f a l l s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  
of  t h e  v a l l e y  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  T l i k a k i l a  River .  Hiking is  
p o s s i b l e  up some of t h e  s i d e  s t reams and a long  t h e  r i v e r  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  
is no t  good due t o  dense  a l d e r  t h i c k e t s .  Also  s p o t t e d  a  c a b i n  high on 
a f l a t  r i d g e  a c o r s s  t h e  T l i k a k i l a  (south  s i d e )  from t h e  North Fork. We 
saw t h r e e  beaver lodges ,  and f r e s h  and p l e n t i f u l  b e a r  and moose s i g n  
b u t  no animals. There  a r e  many g rave lba r s  a long  t h e  r i v e r  which usua l ly  
have l a r g e  s t a n d s  of wi l low p l u s  dead t imber brought  downstream dur ing  
breakup. These g r a v e l b a r s  o f f e r  e x c e l l e n t  camps i t e s  w i t h  space  f o r  
s e v e r a l  t e n t s .  



in
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The v e g e t a t i o n  changed between G l a c i e r  Fork and North Fork from 
e x c l u s i v e l y  a l p i n e  tundra  t o  dense s t a n d s  of a l d e r ,  wi l lows,  and 
b l a c k  spruce  a long ' the  r i v e r  and 3/4  of t h e  way up t h e  v a l l e y  wa l l s .  
There  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  becomes a l p i n e  tundra  which f i n a l l y  g i v e s  way 
t o  r o c k  and ice f i e l d s .  S tands  of whi te  spruce  began a t  t h e  North 
Fork  and continued a long t h e  r i v e r  t o  Lake Clark.  The scenery  i s  
grand a long t h e  r i v e r  w i t h  rock,  snow, and i c e  capped mountains, 
numerous w a t e r f a l l s  and t h e  v a r i e d  vege ta t ion .  

The weather had been broken o v e r c a s t  wi th  some s p r i n k l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
day, b u t  it c l e a r e d  i n  t h e  evening. 

About 1 / 4 m i l e  downstream from t h e  North Fork t h e  channels  come toge the r  
i n t o  one 100' wide channel ,  probably 10 '  deep, c r e a t i n g  Class III 
r a p i d s  f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of abou t  one m i l e .  It remains one channel  f o r  
t h e  fo l lowing t h r e e  m i l e s  c r e a t i n g  good Class  II r a p i d s  b e f o r e  aga in  
b r a i d i n g  i n t o  s e v e r a l  smal le r  channels .  Nei ther  set of r a p i d s  had 
n o t i c a b l e  rocks.  The r a p i d s  c o n s i s t e d  of extremely f a s t  w a t e r ,  and 
s t a n d i n g  waves of 8 t o  1 0  mph, 3 t o  4  f e e t ,  and 5 t o  6  rnph, 1 t o  2 f e e t ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  W e  f l o a t e d  about  1 2  more m i l e s  b e f o r e  making camp, f o r  a 
t o t a l  of 16  mi les .  The rest of t h e  r i v e r  was good C l a s s  I wate r ,  slowing 
t o  about  3 /5  mph., t h e  channels  varying i n  depth  from a few i n c h e s  t o  6 ' ,  
and i n  width from 201 t o  1 0 0 '  ,  w i t h  occas iona l  smal l  whi r lpoo l s  and l a r g e  
edd ies ,  and about six l a r g e  (10-20 a c r e )  i s l a n d s .  

The r i v e r  v a l l e y  remained about 1 / 2  mi le  wide wi th  v e g e t a t i o n  a l s o  
remaining a s  i t  was t h e  p rev ious  day. Stands of whi te  sp ruce  were 
i n t e r s p e r s e d  wi th  t h i c k  s t a n d s  of a l d e r  and willow, and a n  occas iona l  
cottonwood on t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r .  T h i s  turned t o  a l d e r / w i l l o w  mix brush 
f o r  3 /  4 ' s  of t h e  d i s t a n c e  up t h e  mountain s l o p e s  b e f o r e  g i v i n g  way t o  
rock,  then  snow and i c e  f i e l d s .  Wildflowers were p l e n t i f u l ,  and included 
dwarf f ireweed,  s tandard  f i reweed,  wild r o s e  and lupen.  Hiking was 
poor even a long t h e  r i v e r  due t o  t h e  heavy brush. The on ly  w i l d l i f e  
observed was a y e a r l i n g  b u l l  moose. Saw a n  abandoned beaver  lodge and 
dam. 

The cont inuous  a r r a y  of jagged i c e  and snow capped peaks, g l a c i e r s ,  
w a t e r f a l l s ,  caves,  pe rpend icu la r  rock  c l i f f s ,  and g l a c i a l  c i r q u e s  a r e  
t r u e l y  overwhelming. W e  a g a i n  camped on a  l a r g e  g rave lba r  w i t h  a  
p l e n t i f u l  willow and a l d e r  wood supply. The weather had tu rned  sunny 
and w a r m  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  day. 
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We f l o a t e d  about  14 m i l  e s  t h i s  day,  camping about two miles downstream 
of Otter Lake. Water temperature  a t  t h i s  lower s e c t i o n  of t h e  r iver was 
50°F. The r i v e r  remained b ra ided  wi th  t h e  main channel  75' wide, 3-4' 
deep, c u r r e n t  f l u c t u a t i n g  between 2 t o  5 mph. There were no r a p i d s .  
Th i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  r i v e r  f a l l s  i n  Class I on t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Whitewater 
Scale .  W e  found i t  wise t o  avoid  t h e  smal l  channels  because t h e y  were 
shallow, and of t e n  had submersion sandbars  covered w i t h  2'' t o  6" of 
water .  We'did no t  f i n d ,  s o  f a r ,  any c lea rwate r  t r i b u t a r i e s  a s  expected; 
f i s h i n g  was non-exist ing  . 
We had contemplated, b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  Anchorage, on t r y i n g  t o  p o r t a g e  
from n e a r  Otter Lake on t h e  T l i k a k i l a  River west over t o  t h e  K i j i k  River.  
I t  had looked t o  be  a s t renuous  t a s k ,  bu t  p o s s i b l e ,  from t h e  o v e r f l i g h t  
and o n  t h e  maps. The a l d e r  and wil low brush however, i s  s o  dense  t o  
make i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  move through without  backpacks, s o  a por tage  w a s  
f e l t  t o  b e  extremely d i f f i c u l t  and n o t  w i s e .  W e  hiked i n  t o  O t t e r  Lake 
which l i e s  about 1 / 4  m i l e  from t h e  r i v e r .  It appears  to be  a 20 a c r e  
beaver pond; t h e  o u t l e t  is a s tagnan t  3' wide d i t c h .  

The r i v e r  v a l l e y  widens t o  one m i l e  about 30 miles from t h e  r i v e r s  source,  
b u t  o the rwise  remained i n  c h a r a c t e r .  Vegetat ion became more dense,  b u t  
a l s o  remained t h e  same types .  Campsites a l s o  remained p l e n t i f u l  on t h e  
numerous gravelbars .  River v i s t a ' s  continued t o  be grand w i t h  h i g h  
snow covered mountains l i n i n g  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y ,  caves ,  t r i b u t a r y  s t reams 
c u t t i n g  narrow gorges through t h e  rocky c l i f f s ,  and numerous w a t e r f a l l s .  

We observed one beaver swimming up the river a t  camp, seven ducks,  
A r c t i c  t e r n s , a n d  f r e s h  moose and bear  s ign.  We had n o t  y e t  been bothered 
by t h e  f i e r c e  mosquitoe, however, found them. i n  f u l l  f o r c e  and hungry a t  
camp. Equal numbers of no-see-urn's a l s o  joined t h e  bloodbath.  The 
day ended a s  it begun w i t h  much sun,  a few high c louds ,  and warm. 

J u l y  17 

The r i v e r  had l o s t  it bra ided  c h a r a c t e r  nea r  O t t e r  Lake, about  two 
m i l e s  upstream from t h e  p rev ious  n i g h t s  camp. It widen t o  about  100'  
deepen t o  5' t o  6 ' ,  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a y i n g  a t  about  3 mph. There 
a r e  many l a r g e  wooded i s l a n d s  i n  t h i s  lower end of t h e  r i v e r .  There 
were no r a p i d s ,  a l l  Class I wate r .  Wer f l o a t e d  s i x  m i l e s  b e f o r e  reaching 
Lake C l a r k  a t  noon and then paddled about 1 1 / 2  m i l e s  around t h e  l a k  e ' s  
n o r t h  s h o r e  t o  a p lace  we could  camp and t h e  goose could land t o  p i c k  
u s  up. The r i v e r  b r a i d s  o u t  a c r o s s  many (suspect  s u b m e r s  i o n )  sandbars  
i n t o  Lake Clark d i s c o l o r i n g  t h e  upper p a r t  t o  a d u l l  d a r k  green.  We 
s t i l l  d i d  not  f ind  any c l e a r w a t e r  t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  T l i k a k i l a  a s  w e  had 
expected.  But continued t o  c r o s s  l a r g e  covered submersion sandbars .  
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Vegetation s t ayed  t h e  same p r e v i o u s  day ,  
wooded 

a b o u t  one m i l e  w i d e  B e a v e rs 
few r i v e r ,  

Me large 
of moose, t h e  r i v e r b e n k s .  

a d  ay ,  m
p l e a s a n t .  
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The USGS map shows  a 
we s t  

We day  s m
was -

w h i t e  
Saw two and a a tree 

F i sh ing  o r  
i n f l u e n c e ) .  

at  10 y a r d swide, 
d r i f twood .  The lakei s  two dropping  t o  
6 '  t o  10' r a p i d l y .  i s  high,  
j u s t  a s  i t  warm 

--

su The OAS 
a t  noon. A s  w e f k

am
t h rough  Lake Clark on a g e .  M
a t  1:30 p.m. 

Genera l  

We covered t h e  50 days. I t  c a n  
be It t r i p ,  w i t h  

I w a t e r .  N i s  one  
m i l e  I I I  water  3 C l a s s  II. 
is e III and II 
s t r e t c h e s .  They 
can  be i f  t ime i s  i s  
b e s t  f l o a t e d  by r a f t ,  be a f o r  the 

a s '  t h e  a s  d i d  t h e  grand 
v iews  from t h e  r i v e r ,  excep t  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of s e v e r a l  low 
h i l l s  a long  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  m i l e s .  The r i v e r  v a l l e y  a l s o  r ena ined  

and l i n e d  w i t h  mounta ins .  had been 
ex t r eme ly  a c t i v e  a long  t h e  l a s t  m i l e s  of l e a v i n g  much 
ev idence  of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  form of low paper  b i r c h  stumps 
and lodges .  d i d  n o t  s e e  any a n i n a l s  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was 
much s i g n  lynx  and bea r  a l o n g  The sun 
sh ined  b r i g h t l y  i n  b l u e  sky a l l  a k i n g  t h e  f l o a t i n g  v e r y  

t h e  main r i v e r  channe l  f l owing  e a s t  of low h i l l  
i n t o  Lake C l a r k  and s e v e r a l  sma l l  c h a n n e l s  f lowing i n t o  Lake C la rk .  

s p e n t  t h e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e s e  a l l  c h a n n e l s  t h a t  a r e  now s loughs .  
The e n t i r e  a r e a  covered w i t h  dense  v e g e t a t i o n a l d e r  and wi l low b rush ,  
paper  b i r c h ,  and b l a c k  sp ruce ,  w i ld  r o s e s , i r i s ,  and o t h e r  f l o w e r s .  

b e a v e r ' s  i n  one s lough  g r e a t  horned owl r e s t i n g  on 
l imb nearby. was n o t  good i n  t h e  s loughs  t h e  l a k e  (probably  
due  t o  t h e  r i v e r ' s  

The l a k e  sho re  camp was about  sandy and covered w i t h  
f e e t  deep j u s t  o f f s h o r e ,  

The l a k e  c i r c l e d  by snowcapped mountains  
a s  was t h e  r i v e r .  The day  a g a i n  c l o s e d  had begun, 

and sunny. 
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The day  began nny and warm a s  we b roke  c a p .  goose  a r r i v e d  
lcw back  up  t h e  T l i a k i l a  R i v e r ,  c l o u d s  began t o  form 

and t h e  r a i n  bec e heavy. The o v e r c a s t  c l o u d s  were low and unbroken 
Pass  and t o  A n c h o r a r r i v e d  a t  e r r i l l  F i e l d  

m i l e  l ong  T l i k a k i l a  R ive r  i n  f o u r  e a s y  
f l o a t e d  i n  t h r e e  days .  o f f e r s  a n  e n j o y a b l e  f l o a t  

mos t ly  C l a s s  J u s t  downstream from t h e  o r th  Fork t h e r e  
of C l a s s  fo l lowed by m i l e s  of The c u r r e n t  

f a s t  i n  t h e n t i r e  r i v e r  and ex t remely  f a s t  i n  t h e  C l a s s  
The o n l y  h a z a r d s  a r e  t h e  numerous submersion sandba r s .  

avoided however, t a k e n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  them. The r i v e r  
b u t  would good t r i p  expe r i enced  canoe i s t  



The scenery  a long t h e  r i v e r ' s  narrow, mour .ned v a l l e y  i s  t h e  
r i v e r ' s  outs tanding va lue .  G l a c i e r  covered h i g h  hmountains, p e r p e n d i c u l a r  
rock c l i f f s ,  caves ,  w a t e r f a l l s ,  v a r i e d  v e g e t a t i v e  cover,  and deep 
narrow gorges a l l  add t o  the  s p l e n d o r .  

kus 
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