
Important Information About the 
Alaska River Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even decades after they were 
written.  However, we recommend that you to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of information that you will 
supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be very dangerous because of their 
remoteness, the climate, their sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper 
clothing, equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call for help if 
you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other communications tool if at all 
possible (but not usually a cell phone because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You 
should plan carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in these documents may 
no longer be accurate.  These logs were compiled long before massive land transferals 
of unreserved public land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River 
users should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where appropriate, and to 
avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some additional information Alaska native 
landowners.  You can obtain information about access on public lands from the Alaska 
Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was 
legal decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state 
fishing and hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  
More restrictive federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as 
possible searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a 
text capture process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted 
these to HTML files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated 
during these processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original 
material. 
 
 

http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.adfg.state.ak.us/
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June 20  

The remainder of the  inspection team m e t  us a t  the  Fairbanks 
Inn f o r  breakfast .  W e  a l l  then l e f t  a t  7:00a.m., i n  two 
vehic les  t o  d r i v e  t o  the  Sagavanirktok River v i a  the Trans- 
Alaska O i l  P ipe l ine  (TAPS) haul road. We had a two hour 
delay a t  the  Yukon River bridge crossing,  which I ' v e  found 
not unusual. W e  a r r ived  a t  Galbrai th  Lake which i s  the 
s t a r t  a t  t h e  Atigun River a t  8:00 p.m. The plan was t o  f l o a t  
t en  m i l e s  of t h e  Atigun t o  where it joins  the Sagavanirktok 
and then f l o a t  the  Sag t o  Franklin Bluffs.  W e  observed s i x  
black bear between the  Yukon River bridge and Dietrich camp, 
th ree  red fox and two moose. W e  camped overnight near the  
bridge crossing of the  Atigun River near Galbrai th  Lake. 

June 2 1  

While most of the  team remained i n  camp g e t t i n g  ready f o r  
the  s t a r t  of t h e  f l o a t  Terry and I shu t t l ed  vehicles  t o  
Franklin B l u f f ' s  camp which w a s  our planned take-out point .  
The road was extremely muddy. During the  d r ive  Terry and I 
saw two sandh i l l  cranes,  about two dozen ducks, 30 caribou 
and a wolf. 

Broke camp e a r l y  afternoon and f loateddown about two m i l e s  
down the  Atigun before making camp again. The Atigun i s  a 
small c learwater  r i v e r ,  50 f e e t  wide, one t o  f i v e  f e e t  deep, 
with an average 4 t o  5 mph cur rent .  The water appeared 
high. There w e r e  numerous s tove  and r e f r i g e r a t o r  s i z e  
boulders i n  t h e  r i v e r  and some sand along the banks. This 
p a r t  of t h e  Atigun River was Class II on the In terna t iona l  
Whitewater Scale. 

Dominant vegetat ion was a lp ine  tundra with some low ( 4  ' )  
willow brush immediately along the  r i v e r .  We found many 
good campsites on the  gravelbars ,  l imited firewood was 
ava i lab le .  The narrow va l l ey  offered good hiking from the 
r i v e r  up t h e  f a i r l y  s teep  ridges which a r e  p a r t  of the 
northern mountains of the  Brooks Range. The scenery was no 
l e s s  than spec tu lar .  The Atigun River flows through a 1 / 2  t o  
one m i l e  wide va l ley  t h a t  l ies within the  northern mountains 
of the  Brooks Range. These rugged mountains a r e  e i t h e r  
t a l u s  sloped o r  have v e r t i c a l  rock wal ls  t h a t  were capped 
with heavy snow. 

The weather was q u i t e  cool with heavy clouds t h a t  omitted 
spr inkles  f i r s t  and then r a i n .  The clouds and r a i n  d iss ipa ted  
be evening, leaving a b r i l l a n t  blue sky t o  magnify the 
beauty of the  Brooks Range. 
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June 22 

I t  w a s  a windy, r a i n y ,  and cold  day. The r i v e r  appeared 
high and a l l  Class  II w a t e r  a s  we  s t a r t e d  ou t ,  About 1 / 2  
hour f l o a t i n g  time down t h e  r i v e r  we  were i n t o  Class I I
mixed wi th  some C l a s s  III water,  The r i v e r  w a s  covered on 
t h i s  a r ea  wi th  r e f r i g e r a t o r  s i z e  boulders.  A l l  of a sudden 
a l a r g e  boulder jumped o u t  of t h e  r i v e r  and t r i e d  t o  e a t  our 
canoe. The next  4 5  minutes were spent  f i g h t i n g  the  v ic ious  
rock. During t h i s  process I was swept away bu t  f i n a l l y  
managed t o  s w i m  t o  shore. Terry continued the  b a t t l e  while 
standing ches t  deep i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  f i n a l l y  f ree ing  the  canoe. 
W e  tossed two l i n e s  t o  him, one he a t tached t o  the  canoe and 
the  o t h e r  t o  himself ;  we then pul led both t o  shore. I t  was 
a wonder t h a t  Terry had no t  gone under considering the  time 
spent  i n  near f reez ing  water.  The only damage done w a s  w e  
l o s t  one of t he  o f f i c e  r a i n  coa t s  and had go t t en  most of 
Te r ry ' s  gear  and t h e  t e n t  w e t .  No one w a s  h u r t .  E l l i o t  and 
LaRalle had quickly  come t o  our rescue.  Hope and Don were 
downstream some d i s t ance ,  bu t  quickly  came upstream t o  a id .  
We spent  t h e  rest of t h e  day drying ou t .  We put  the  coleman 
s tove i n s i d e  of t h e  w e t  t e n t ,  which d r i e d  quickly and w e l l .  
This i s  somewhat dangerous, t h e r e f o r e  no one should spend 
much t i m e  i n  t h e  t e n t  due t o  poss ib le  carbon monoxide poisoning. 

June 23 

W e  awoke t o  a f r e s h  1/2" cover of snow and 30°F temperatures. 
I t  preceded t o  snow l i g h t l y  a l l  day, and remained cold 
( 3 2 ° F ) .  The r i v e r  continued t o  rise. Before going f u r t h e r  
we decided t o  dry  more c lo th ing ,  by t h e  previous evening 
most of t h e  team had much w e t  c lo th ing  and hike downstream 
through Atigun Canyon t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  r i v e r s  charac te r .  

The map (and our  view from camp) ind ica ted  t h a t  the  canyon 
was g e t t i n g  narrower, I w a s  'concerned t h a t  w e  might encounter 
non-navigable water i n  a walled canyon t h a t  would be d i f f i c u l t  
and dangerous t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  someone might g e t  s e r ious ly  
hu r t .  Terry and LaRalle s tayed a t  camp drying more c l o t h e s ,  
while Hope, E l l i o t ,  Don and I hiked down Atigun Gorge. We 
hiked about t h r e e  miles  i n  t h e  snow before  being stopped by 
an almost v e r t i c a l  t a l u s  s lope  which ran i n t o  the  r i v e r  a t  
a bend. W e  could no t  see p a s t  t h e  t a l u s  slope t o  a s c e r t a i n  
t h e  r i v e r  was runnable,  l i n e a b l e ,  o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  impassable. 
The r i v e r  from camp t o  where w e  had walked w a s  a l l  Class  III 
water,  was high and s i l t  laden,  wi th  boulders the  s i z e  of a 
r e f r i g e r a t o r  and bigger.  Four f o o t  high r o l l e r s  were 
common. The r i v e r  was a l s o  f a i r l y  narrow averaging maybe 
60', with no recognizable shoot.  P rec ip t a t ion  the  p r i o r  
week changed what must have been Class  I I i n t o  Class III 
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water .  Two weeks e a r l i e r  t h e  Atiguk w a s  reported a s  being 
shallow, and perhaps two low t o  f l o a t .  Heavy June r a i n s  i n  
t h e  Brooks Range probably account f o r  t h e  high water.  
Perhaps l a t e r  i n  t h e  summer it is shallow and r equ i r e s  
l i n i n g .  There a r e  s eve ra l  c l e a r  s i d e  streams (3 '  wide, 1' 
deep) running down t o  t h e  Atigun. One stream had c u t  a 
b e a u t i f u l  w a t e r f a l l  through limestone rock about 150' above 
t h e  va l l ey  f l o o r .  Af t e r  consu l ta t ion  wi th  Don, an exce l l en t  
cano ie s t ,  I decided t o  line- back upstream t o  the  road and 
then put  i n  on t h e  Sag where it and the road a r e  i n  c lose  
proximity . Don and Hope had t h e i r  canoe t i e d  about 1 / 4  
mi le  downstream from camp. They decided on the  r e tu rn  t o  
camp t o  s t a r t  l i n i n g  t h e i r  canoe back upstream. While 
l i n i n g  they dumped t h e  canoe, almost los ing  Hope, and los ing  
a f i b e r g l a s s  paddle. 

T h e  scenery along t h e  Atigun River w a s  very b e a u t i f u l .  The 
rugged mountains exhib i ted  t a l u s  sloped and v e r t i c a l  rock 
faces .  Some caves were spot ted.  W e  a l s o  saw a band of 
twelve sheep on the  south  bank of the Atigun. They were a l l  
ewes and lambs. W e  a l s o  found a f r e s h  fox t r ack .  Spent a 
second n igh t  i n  t h e  same camp. 

June 24 

W e  broke camp i n  mixed sun and snow. It w a s  s t i l l  very cold 
(32oF) and had snowed more overnight ,  It  took us th ree  
phys ica l ly  t ax ing  hours t o  l i n e  up t o  t h e  highway bridge.  
Af te r  f i n a l l y  a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  w e  found t h a t  someone had 
siphoned gas  o u t  of t h e  pickup, leaving us only about 1 / 2  
ga l lon .  LaRalle and Hope took t h e  pickup t o  Pump S t a t i o n  
# 4 ,  which w a s  approximately f i v e  miles  away and a f t e r  two 
hours of begging managed t o  ob ta in  some gas. 

Terry and I then took LaRalle down t o  Happy Valley Camp 
where we were t o  meet Mike Brown (who was being flown i n  by 
BLM) . We g o t  t h e r e  about 8:30p.m., b u t  t he  plane had l e f t  
15 minutes e a r l i e r .  It was not  suppose t o  have come i n  
u n t i l  9:00 p.m, and then w a s  suppose t o  w a i t  a reasonable 
time. The p i l o t  had t o l d  Mike t o  c a l l  Fairbanks i f  we 
needed an a i rp l ane .  Happy Valley Camp w a s  closed (TAPS 
completion) a s  a r e  most of t h e  camps, so  phones a r e  not  
r e a d i l y  ava i l ab l e .  W e  drove back t o  Pump S t a t i o n  # 3  where 
t h e  guard was kind enough t o  l e t  us phone Fairbank. After  
two hours LaRalle w a s  promised a plane which was t o  pick him 
up t h e  next  day a t  Chandlar Camp. 

A t  10:00p.m,, LaRalle dropped Terry,  Mike, and I a t  the  put-  
in spo t  on t h e  Sag River t h i s  was approximately a t  Township 
8 South and Range 1 4  Eas t ,  Sect ion 5 ,  where t h e  road and 
r i v e r  a r e  c l o s e  toge ther .  LaRalle then went back t o  the  
o t h e r s  t h a t  were camped a t  t h e  Atigun River and spent  the  
n igh t .  
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W e  observed several  animals along the  road, including s i x  
moose and more than 10 caribou. 

June 25 

The remaining team a t  Atigun River took LaRalle t o  Chandlar 
Camp (south s i d e  of the  Brooks Range), then drove back t o  
where Terry, Mike, and I w e r e  on the Sag. They arr ived 
about 1:00 p.m. We f loa ted  about 1 0  m i l e s  through the f i r s t  
r e a l l y  n ice  sunshine of the  t r i p .  The wind picked up a t  
about 3:00 p.m., and w a s  very hard t o  manuver against .  The 
r i v e r  was s p l i t  i n  severa l  channels, each loaded with basket- 
b a l l  t o  r e f r i g e r a t o r  s ized boulders. It was f a i r l y  c l e a r ,  
flowed along about 3 mph. The channels w e r e  75 '  wide and 5 '  
deep except the re  was only one channel then and was approximately 
150 f e e t  wide. It was a l l  f a s t  Class I water broken every 
e i g h t  of a m i l e  by Class II and some Class III rapids.  
These rapids  can be e a s i l y  l ined.  W e  ran a l l  the  Class I I
and some Class III, l i n i n g  f o r  three  Class III water. After  
t ravers ing  t h e  Class II and Class III rap ids  without any 
problems, E l l i o t  and Mike dumped i n  a very slow easy spot 
about one hundred yards from the  evenings camp. 

The Sag followed the  pipel ine and haul road the  e n t i r e  day. 
Scenery consis ted of r o l l i n g  f o o t h i l l s  and tundra on three  
s ides  with t h e  magnificant Brooks Range on the  south. We 
saw two rough legged hawks and numerous Arc t ic  ground s q u i r r e l s ,  
severa l  with young. Made a comfortable camp on one of the 
numerous l a rge  gravelbars along the  Sag. 

June 26  

W e  had an exc i t ing  f l o a t  through cons i s t an t ly  encountered 
Class II and easy Class III rapids  a s  w e  f loa ted  t o  the 
Lupine River. The Lupine was a very c l e a r ,  l a rge  creek. I t  
was a very scenic  stream. It was cloudy with some wind and 
very cold. This p a r t  of the  Sag is f o r  experienced canoeis t  
o r  r a f t e r .  The rapids  were f i l l e d  with VW t o  stove s i ze  
boulders. These rap ids  occurred ever mile and were usually 
a s e r i e s  of two o r  th ree  Class II rap ids  o r  two Class I I
rap ids  then a Class III rapid.  Each set of rapids  were 
approximately 150 f e e t  long. A l l  could be l ined .  The Sag 
was very c l e a r ,  running a t  4 mph. Where the re  is  one main 
channel, it was usual ly  150 f e e t  wide. There were many 
gravelbars of s u f f i c i e n t  length f o r  a small wheeled plane t o  
land. The TAPS l i n e  was within view the  e n t i r e  day. 

The scenery remained bas ica l ly  t h e  same a s  the  previous day. 
Low b l u f f s  appeared fu r the r  d ivers i fy ing  the  scenery. One 
can e a s i l y  hike the r idges  l in ing  the  r i v e r .  Good campsites 
with s u f f i c i e n t  firewood a r e  p l e n t i f u l .  The source of 
firewood i s  the  low willow (up t o  1 0 ' )  brush sca t te red  along 
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t h e  r i v e r .  This wood i s  e i t h e r  s tanding deadwood o r  washed 
down during high water .  

We observed a peregr ine  fa lcon ,  s eve ra l  long t a i l e d  jaegers ,  
t e r n s ,  g u l l s ,  and ducks. Elus ive  gray l ing  w e r e  observed i n  
s e v e r a l  of t h e  s i d e  streams. Three caribou were a l s o  seen. 

June 27 

W e  woke up t o  b r i g h t  sun t h a t  s tayed a l l  day. A l i g h t  
breeze made it a very comfortable warm day. W e  f l oa t ed  from 
t h e  Lupine River t o  t h e  Ivishak River,  a d i s tance  of 32 
mi les .  W e  d i d  no t  f i n d  a good place  t o  land a s m a l l  plane 
a t  t h e  confluence of t h e  Ivishak,  which was hoped f o r .  The 
Ivishak has been recommended a s  a w i l d  r i v e r .  Gravelbars 
were p l e n t i f u l ,  but  no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  long enough f o r  wheelplanes 
and t h e  r i v e r  i s  no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  deep o r  s t r a i g h t  enough 
f o r  a f l oa tp l ane .  The Sag continued t o  be c l e a r ,  running a t  
4 mph, had many 50 t o  150 f o o t  wide channels ,  and w a s  inches 
t o  s i x  f e e t  deep. I t ' w a s  mostly Class  I water wi th  the  
exception of one n i ce  Class  II rap id  about 200 yards long 
near t h e  Lupine River. The l a r g e  boulders encountered 
previously  changed t o  f i s t  s i z e  rocks. 

The scenery w a s  high q u a l i t y  wi th  Sagwon Bluf fs  and two 
smal ler  b l u f f s  j u s t  before  and a f t e r  Sagwon camp adding t o  
t h e  surrounding r o l l i n g  tundra covered countryside.  The 
Brooks Range was e a s i l y  seen i n  t he  background. The evening 
sun turned t h e  f o o t h i l l s  and t h e  Brooks Range s t r i k i n g  
shades of red.  There continued t o  be p l e n t i f u l  campsites 
wi th  l o t s  of firewood. Hiking was a l s o  easy along the  
r o l l i n g  r idges  t h a t  l i n e d  t h e  r i v e r .  

Sagwon Bluf fs  c o n s i s t  of sandstone, bu t  were reported by 
F&WS t o  be a peregr ine  fa lcon  nes t ing  a rea .  W e  f l oa t ed  by 
these  b l u f f s  very quickly  and q u i e t l y ,  observing only one 
peregr ine  fa lcon  a t  t h e  upstream end of t h e  b l u f f s .  Other 
w i l d l i f e  seen along t h e  r i v e r  included 30 caribou,  2 rough- 
legged hawks, g u l l s ,  and ducks. 

The r iverbed and grave lbars  change d r a s t i c a l l y  a few miles 
a f t e r  t h e  Lupine River. A s  previously  mentioned, the  boulders 
disappeared and became f i s t  s i z e  rocks with only an occasional  
boulder ,  t h e  ba r s  became a mixture of f i s t  s i z e  rocks and 
sand. The TAPS l i n e  continued t o  be i n  view of t h e  r i v e r .  
The Sag flowed under two abandoned road br idges  where connected 
t o  roads from t h e  highway on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  t o  mater ia l  s i t e s  
on t h e  r i g h t  s ide .  These were obviously no longer used 
s ince  t h i s  spur road had been washed ou t  between the  bridge 
and t h e  haul  road. Passed t h e  abandoned Sagwon Camp which 
lies on t h e  o ld  (TAPS) win te r  road ( r i g h t  bank of the  r i v e r ) .  
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Observed deb r i e  along t h e  r iverbanks i n  t h i s  a rea .  The 
deb r i e  cons i s ted  of d i f f e r e n t  kinds of markers, drainage 
p ipes ,  and 55 ga l lon  drums. Also s a w  a s m a l l  c a t e r p i l l a r  
and a t ruck ,  both appeared abandoned. 

June 28 

The day dawned sunny, bu t  n o t  warm. A l i g h t  breeze blew a l l  
day. W e  f l o a t e d  approximately 18 m i l e s  i n  f i v e  hours t o  
our take-out po in t  about t h r e e  miles  below Franklin Bluf fs  
camp. The take-out p o i n t  w a s  approximately 150  yards from 
t h e  haul  road,  a very easy walk across  t h e  tundra f l a t s .  
Frankl in  Bluf fs  camp was e a s i l y  seen from t h e  Sag River,  
however t h e  camp is  about a mile away from the  r i v e r .  

The r i v e r  was braided and continued t o  c l e a r .  It was up t o  
s i x  f e e t  deep, but  averaged two t o  t h r e e  f o o t  deep. I t  was 
a l l  Class  I water.  The channels  merged i n  some areas  i n t o  
hal f  mile wide lakes  wi th  1/2 mph cu r ren t .  Current  ou ts ide  
t h e  " lakes"  was 3 t o  4 mph. 

The surrounding countrys ide  was FLAT except  f o r  Franklin 
Bluffs .  The countrys ide  i s  so immense t h a t  it appears t o  
engulf Frankl in  Bluf fs  and diminishes t h e i r  e f f e c t s .  Tundra 
vege ta t ion  remains domant along t h e  r i v e r .  Animals observed 
were 15 car ibou ,  Arc t i c  ground s q u i r r e l s ,  and small passer ines .  
We loaded a l l  t he  gear  i n t o  t h e  van, pu t t i ng  t h r e e  canoes on 
top and preceded t o  d r i v e  south on the  haul  road t o  camp 
where w e  had o r g i n a l l y  pu t  i n  on the  Sag. 

June 29  

Departed camp a t  approximately 9:00 a.m. Ran ou t  of gas a t  
t h e  nor th  end of Atigun Pass. Af te r  siphoning two ga l lons  
from t h e  pickup we almost made it t o  the  top of t h e  pass bu t  
ended wi th  t h e  pickup pushing t h e  van over Atigun Pass. We 
coasted wi thin  1 / 2  m i l e  of Chandlar Camp on the  south s i d e  
of t h e  pass. Gased up t h e r e  again a t  Five Mile Camp and 
drove on t o  Fairbanks a r r i v i n g  about 8:00 p.m. Saw only a 
f e w  animals along t h e  way. T r a f f i c  was heavy, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
l a r g e  t rucks ,  between Livengood and Fairbanks. The weather 
was mixed sp r ink le s  and sunshine, We overnighted a t  Fairbanks 
Inn. 

June 30 

Checked o u t  of motel a t  7:30a.m., t o  f i nd  a f l a t  t i r e  on the  
van, changed t o  spare ,  f i n a l l y  leaving Fairbanks a t  9:OOa.m. 
We a r r i v e d  a t  Anchorage a t  5:30 p.m., dropped gear a t  o f f i c e  
and van a t  motor pool by 6:45 p.m. Arrived home a t  7:30 p.m. 
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General 

W e  covered about four miles of the  1 0  miles planned on the 
Atigun River and about 76 miles of the  1 0 0  miles planned on 
the  Sagavanirktok River ( the Sag is approximately 180 m i l e s  
long) .  The Atigun River Gorge should be observed ca re fu l ly  
j u s t  before attempting t o  f l o a t ,  water l eve l s  a r e  assumed t o  
change d r a s t i c a l l y .  The Sagavanirktok River (port ion 
f loa ted )  offered a good mix of Class I-II-III whitewater and 
was extremely f a s t  except near Franklin Bluffs camp. I 
est imate  t h a t  the  1 1 0  miles between the TAPS bridge on the 
Atigun River and Franklin Bluffs  camp could be run i n  s i x  
r i v e r  days. The  haul road and/or p ipe l ine  a r e  almost always 
in view from the  Sag. At t r ibu tes  of the  r i v e r  a r e  the 
e a s i l y  observed animals ( a l so  jus t  a s  eas i ly  seen and i n  
g rea te r  number, from the  haul road) and the  good whitewater 
f l o a t i n g  . 
The Atigun and Sag r i v e r ' s  a r e  accessible  by f loa tp lane  on 
the  put- in and the  Sag is accessible  by wheeled plane and 
possibly f loa tp lane  f o r  the  take-out. 




