
Important Information About the 
Alaska River Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even decades after they were 
written.  However, we recommend that you to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of information that you will 
supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be very dangerous because of their 
remoteness, the climate, their sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper 
clothing, equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call for help if 
you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other communications tool if at all 
possible (but not usually a cell phone because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You 
should plan carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in these documents may 
no longer be accurate.  These logs were compiled long before massive land transferals 
of unreserved public land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River 
users should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where appropriate, and to 
avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some additional information Alaska native 
landowners.  You can obtain information about access on public lands from the Alaska 
Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was 
legal decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state 
fishing and hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  
More restrictive federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as 
possible searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a 
text capture process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted 
these to HTML files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated 
during these processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original 
material. 
 
 

http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.adfg.state.ak.us/
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The f o l l o w i n g  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  summary l o g  o f  t h e  J u l y  7-14 ,  
1973,  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Porcupine  R i v e r .  
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F a i r b a n k s  E n v i r .  C e n t e r  

J u l y  7 .  A f t e r  a  two d a y '  s d e l a y  we f i n a l l y  boarded  a  BLM
G C - 3  i n  F o r t  Yukon a t  5:00 p.m. and f l e w  t o  Old Crow, Yukon 
T e r r i t o r y ,  Canada. We a r r i v e d  a t  Old Crow a t  6:00 p.m. A f t e r  
check ing  th rough  customs we assembled ou r  g e a r  a n d  g o t  on t h e  
r i v e r  a b o u t  8 :  00 p.m. We made camp a n  hour  l a t e r  on a  l a r g e  
sand  b a r  abou t  4 m i l e s  downstream. The Po rcup ine  s c o u r s  i t s  

c h a n n e l  c l e a n  of  most d r i f t w o o d  s o  we had t o  h i k e  back i n t o  
t h e  b r u s h  t o  g e t  f i r ewood .  Mosquitoes were t h e  w o r s t  I have 
e v e r  s een .  We a l l  went t o  bed r i g h t  a f t e r  s u p p e r  t o  g e t  away 
from them. 

J u l y  8 .  B e a u t i f u l  day ,  b r i g h t  sun and a  s l i g h t  b r e e z e  g r e e t e d  
 u s  f o r  b r e a k f a s t :  The mosqui toes  were s t i l l  v e r y  bad.  We broke 
camp and s t a r t e d  f l o a t i n g  about  9:00 a.m. I n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
r i v e r  t h e  s c e n e r y  i s  b l a n d ,  o n l y  d i s t a n t  h i l l s  and mountains  
b reak  t h e  monotony. The r i v e r  i s  wide (150-200 y a r d s  ) and f l o w s
between s t e e p  c u t  banks up t o  20 f e e t  h i g h .  S t ream s i d e  v e g e t a -  
t i o n  i s  a m i x t u r e  o f  s p r u c e ,  cottonwood and w i l l o w  i n  f a i r l y  
dense  s t a n d s  i n t e r r u p t e d  a t  i n t e r v a l s  by o l d  o v e r f l o w  channe l s  
c l o t h e d  i n  g r a s s  o r  wi l low.  E a r l y  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  we encoun- 
t e r e d  a  l a r g e  c l i f f  w i t h  two n e s t i n g  P e r e g r i n e  f a l c o n s .  We
watched t h e s e  b i r d s  f o r  some t i n e  a s  t h e y  p u t  on a  m a g n i f i c e n t  
a e r i a l  d i s p l a y .  We made camp t h a t  even ing  abou t  26 m i l e s  d o w n
s t r e a m  from t h e  p r e v i o u s  n i g h t ' s  camp. 
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Red  Gate i t  r e q u i r e d  4 5  m i n u t e s  t o  make 500 y a r d s  a n d  a t  
t i m e s  we were  a c t u a l l y  blown u p s t r e a m  w h i l e  p a d d l i n g  
downstream. 'Camp t h a t  e v e n i n g  was a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 - 1 / 2  
m i l e s  below Red G a t e .  We t r a v e l e d  a  t o t a l  o f  2 2  m i l e s  
t h i s  d a y .  

J u l y  1 2 .  We awoke t o  a  g r a y  d a y  w i t h  a  l i g h t  r a i n  f a l l i n g .  
A f t e r  a  q u i c k  b r e a k f a s t  we l e f t  camp a b o u t  8 : 3 0  a .m.  From 
Red G a t e ,  t h e  canyon w i d e n s  t o  a  b r o a d  f l o o d  p l a i n  w i t h  
h i g h  30-40 f o o t  c u t  banks  b u t  no  r e a l  c a n y o n - l i k e  c l i f f s  
s u c h  a s  we had  b e e n  i n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  Vege-  
t a t i o n  i s  heavy s t a n d s  o f  s p r u c e  w i t h  a  t h i c k  w i l l o w  b o r d e r  
a l o n g  t h e  t o p s  o f  t h e  c u t  b a n k s .  By 9 : 3 0  we had  r e a c h e d  
Canyon V i l l a g e .  Canyon V i l l a g e  was l a s t  i n h a b i t e d  i n  
1971  b u t  i s  now -abandoned .  T h e r e  a r e  9  c a b i n s  o r  m a j o r  
s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Many o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
would b e  h a b i t a b l e  w i t h  o n l y  m i n o r  amounts  o f  work .  We ' 

l e f t  Canyon V i l l a g e  a b c u t  1 0 : 3 0  a.m. and  e n t e r e d  a  l a r g e  
bend i n  t h e  r i v e r  c a l l e d  F i shhook  Bend. We e n c o u n t e r e d  
a  t a i l  wind and  made  good p r o g r e s s  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
bend where we had  l u n c h .  Our t a i l  wind d i s a p p e a r e d  a f t e r  
l u n c h  and we had h a r d  p a d d l i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  
Below t h e  l u n c h  s t o p ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l a t t e n  
and  t h e  c u t - b a n k s  became l o w e r ,  a v e r a g i n g  1 5 - 2 0  f e e t  w i t h  
o c c a s i o n a l  c l i f f s  o r  b l u f f s  o f  1 0 0 - 2 0 0  f e e t .  A t  6:00 p.m. 
we made camp a t  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  C o l e e n  R i v e r .  T h e r e  
were  two o t h e r  c a n o e r s  a t  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  C o l e e n  R i v e r .  
They h a d  l e f t  Old Crow s i x  weeks p r e v i o u s l y  and  w e r e  
t a k i n g  t h e i r  t i m e  and  e x p l o r i n g  a l l  t h e  r i v e r s  a l o n g  t h e  
way. The C o l e e n  was r u n n i n g  c o l d  and c l e a r  and  t h e r e  a r e  
s e v e r a l  l a r g e  s a n d  and g r a v e l  b a r s  f o r  camping n e a r  t h e  
mouth o f  t h e  r i v e r .  T h a t  e v e n i n g  we were  h i t  by  a s u d d e n  
wind s t o r m  t h a t  c a u s e d  a  s e v e r e  s a n d  s t o r m  on o u r  b a r .  
We t r a v e l e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 4  m i l e s  t h i s  d a y .  

J u l y  1 3 .  The morn ing  dawned b l e a k  and  g r a y  w i t h  a  l i g h t  
r a i n  and wind.  We b r o k e  camp a t  8 : 1 5  a.m. F i v e  m i l e s  
be low t h e  Co leen  we came t o  a n  abandoned c a b i n  a t  a  s i t e  
c a l l e d  Burn t  Paw. Below B u r n t  Paw we a g a i n  e n t e r e d  s t e e p -  
w a l l e d  canyon c o u n t r y .  T h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  known  a s  t h e  
"Lower Rampar ts ."  A l t h o u g h  n o t  a s  h i g h  a s  t h e  Upper  
Rampar t s ,  t h i s  a r e a  i s  s t i l l  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l .  Rock c o l o r s  
and  f o r m a t i o n s  a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  however ,  t h e  canyon  w a l l s  
o f t e n  have  t h i c k  c o v e r i n g s  o f  v e g e t a t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  s t a n d s  
o f  mixed s p r u c e  and  co t tonwood .  Winds on t h i s  l a s t  d a y  
r e v e r s e d  t h e i r  no rmal  t r e n d  and  b lew d o w n r i v e r  a l m o s ta l l
d a y .  T h i s  p r o v i d e d  a  welcome r e l i e f  a f t e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
d a y s  o f  h a r d  p a d d l i n g .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y 3:00  p.m. w e  
r e a c h e d  J o h n  H e r b e r t s  V i l l a g e  t h e  e n d - o f  o u r  t r i p .  J o h n  
H e r b e r t s  V i l l a g e  i s  j u s t '  a  c o u p l e  o f  abandoned c a b i n s  on 
a h i g h  (40 f e e t )  c u t - b a n k .  We p a d d l e d  d o w nfrom J o h n  



J u l y  9 .  .Broke camp a t  8:15 a.m. and r e a c h e d  t h e  en t rance
t o  t h e  Canadian Ramparts  by 10:00 a.m. Ramparts  a r e  s p e c -  
t a c u l a r .  Towering c l i f f s  w i t h  many wea the red  s p i r e s  
and ba lanced  rock t y p e  f o r m a t i o n s .  C l i f f  c o l o r s  v a r y  
from b l a c k  t o  g o l d  w i t h  a lmos t  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  c o l o r  . 
i n  between.  C l i f f s  v a r y  from 100 '  t o  600 '  i n  h e i g h t .  
R ive r  i s  p l a c i d  b u t  s w i f t .  C l i f f  w a l l s  a r e  b a r e  b u t  o c -  
c a s i o n a l  b r eaks  i n  t h e  canyon w a l l s  o r  t h e  mouths o f  
s t r eams  a r e  c l o t h e d  w i t h  s p r u c e  and cot tonwood.  A t  1 l :00a.m.  
we reached  a  Canadian f i s h e r i e s  camp b u t  n o -o n e  was i n  
camp. Proceed ing  downstrean we r eached  New Rampart a t  
t h e  U.S.-Canada bo rde r  about  1 : 3 0 p.m. We s p e n t  s e v e r a l  
h o u r s  v iewing and photographing  New Rampart .  We f l o a t e d  
4 m i l e s  below t h e  b o r d e r  and camped on a l a r g e  sand  and 
g r a v e l  b a r  o p p o s i t e  t h e  mouth o f  Fred  Creek .  

J u l y  10 .  Got s t a r t e d  about  noon a s  we s p e n t  t h e  morning 
r e - e n a c t i n g  camp s c e n e s  f o r  a  pho tog raphe r  who met u s  a t  
N e w  Rampart and . spen t  t h e  n i g h t  w i t h  u s .  Scene ry  below 
t h e  bo rde r  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  Canadian Rampar ts .  

' 

B e a u t i f u l  h igh  c l i f f s  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  f i n g e r s  o f  v e g e t a -  
t i o n  dominated t h e  s c e n e r y .  The r i v e r  i s  p l a c i d  b u t  
s w i f t  ( 3 - 4  mph). Upstream winds made p a d d l i n g  mecessary .  
I n  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  winds p i c k  up t o  a b o u t  15-20  mph 
a n d  s w e l l s  o f  1 - 2  f e e t  a r e  common. We camped a t  t h e  mouth 
o f  t h e  Rapid River ,  a  s m a l l  c l e a r w a t e r  s t r e a m  2 1  m i l e s  
below t h e  b o r d e r .  D e s p i t e  t h e  l a t e  s t a r t  we s t i l l  managed 
t o  f l o a t  1 7  m i l e s  t oday .  

J u l y  11. Broke camp a t  8 :15 a.m. Weather was warm and 
sunny.  Scenery c o n t i n u e s  t o  be s p e c t a c u l a r .  A m i l e  below 
t h e  Rapid R ive r  we came t o  Half-Way P i l l a r ,  an  80 f o o t  
h i g h  rock  p i l l a r  a t  t h e  w a t e r ' s  edge.  A t  noon we r eached  
t h e  abandoned Hudson's  Bay P o s t  - V i l l a g e  o f  Old Rampart.  
Old Rampart has  numerous o l d  c a b i n s  and h i s t o r i c a l  a r t i -  
f a c t s .  A f t e r  l unch  we paddled  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  
abandoned s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Old Camp a t  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  
Salmon-Trout R i v e r .  There  i s  an  o l d  c a b i n  and a  shed 
a t  Old Camp. 'We t h e n  paddled  about  a  h a l f  a  m i l e  up t h e  
Salmon-Trout R ive r .  The Salmon-Trout was c r y s t a l  c l e a r ,  
a n i c e  change from t h e  muddy Porcupine .  We l e f t  t h e  
Salmon-Trout i n  m i d - a f t e r n o o n  and b a t t l e d  s t r o n g  ups t ream 
winds t o  Howling Dog Rock. A t  Howling Dog Rock we en-  
c o u n t e r e d  40 mph winds .  The wind had whipped t h e  n o r -  
ma l ly  p l a c i d  Porcupine  i n t o  a  f u r y  w i t h  3 - 3 - 1 / 2  waves. 
Our p r o g r e s s  o f  2 - 1 / 2  m i l e s  from Howling Dog Rock th rough  
a c o n s t r i c t e d  canyon c a l l e d  Red Gate t ook  abou t  3 hours  
o f  hard s t e a d y  p a d d l i n g .  A t  one po in t '  i n  t h e  middle  o f  
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H e r b e r t   V i l l a g e  f o r  two m i l e s  to a l a r g e  g r a v e l  b a r  f o r  
t h a t  e v e n i n g ' s  camp. I n  a l l  we t r a v e l e d  25 p i l e s  t h i s  
d a y .  

J u l y  1 4 .  We s h u t t l e d  t o  F o r t  Yukon by FH-1100 h e l i c o p t e r  
t o d a y .  T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  t r i p s  began a t  8 : 0 0  a.m. and  
t h e  l a s t  t r i p     r e a c h e d  F o r t  Y u k o n  a t  1 2 : O O  noon.  

G e n e r a l .  The P o r c u p i n e  R i v e r  i s  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s c e n i c  
r i v e r .  The s t e e p - w a l l e d ,  m u l t i - c o l o r e d  canyon  w a l l s  
make t h i s  r i v e r  i d e a l  f o r  c a n o e  t o u r i n g .  Good a c c e s s  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  Old Crow i n  Canada o r  f l o a t  p l a n e s  c o u l d  
l a n d  anywhere i n  t h e  r i v e r .  R i v e r  w a t e r t e m p e r a t u r e  was 
a c o n s t a n t  62o F .  An a r e a  o f  s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n  on  t h i s  
r i v e r  i s  t h e  r e p o r t e d  r a p i d i t y  w i t  h which t h e  r i v e r  c a n  
r i s e .  We d i d  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  any  p e r c e p t i b l e  w a t e r  l e v e l  
c h a n g e s  b u t  p r e v i o u s  t r a v e l e r s  r e c o r d e d  a  1 2  f o o t  w a t e r  
r i s e  i n  36 h o u r s  i n  1967 due  t o  summer r a i n s .  B e c a u s e
o f  t h i s  f l o o d i n g  d a n g e r ,  camps s h o u l d  a l w a y s  b e  on f a i r -  
l y  h i g h  g round .  The r i v e r  h a s  g e n e r a l l y  s c o u r e d  t h e  
a r e a  below h i g h  w a t e r  o f  f i r e w o o d  and i t  i s  o f t e n  n e c e s -  
s a r y  t o  go above h i g h  w a t e r  i n t o  t h e  b r u s h  t o  f i n d  f i r e -  
wood. M o s q u i t o e s  a r e  v e r y  bad i n  Canada and  a n y w h e r e  
a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  where v e g e t a t i o n  i s  e n c o u n t e r e d .  T h e r e  
a r e ,  however ,  p l e n t y  o f  l a r g e  g r a v e l  b a r s  t o  camp on  
where one  c a n  s t a y  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  o f  m o s q u i t o e s .  



United States Department of the Interior 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

ALASKA AREA OFFICE 

1011 E. Tudor, Suite 297 Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

September 30, 1980 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM : 

SUBJECT : 

FOR THE RECORD , .. 

F i e l d  I n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  (Upper) Porcupine River  
J u l y  1 2  - 23, 1980 

A f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  of  t h e  (upper)  Porcupine R ive r  w a s  conducted J u l y  12- 
23, 1980, by a n  in t e ragency  team a s  p a r t  o f  r i v e r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  work 
between Canadian and Alaskan agenc ie s ,  and t o  i n d e n t i f y  r i v e r  management 
problems. The Porcupine  River  i s  approximate ly  460 m i l e s  l ong  and about  
e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  between t h e  Yukon T e r r i t o r y  and Alaska.  The F i s h  and 
W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  h a s  management r e s p o n s i b l i t y  f o r  t h e  p o r t i o n  i n  Alaska 
except  f o r  t h a t  p o r t i o n  under Nat ive  ownership. 

Due t o  v a r i o u s  job  commitments of team members and t o  ex t remely  slow 
water  c u r r e n t s ,  o n l y  t h e  upper h a l f  of t h e  r i v e r  downstream t o  Old Crow 
was f l o a t e d .  The team p l a n s  t o  f l o a t  t h e  lower h a l f ,  downstream t o  F t .  
Yukon, e a r l y  i n  t h e  summer of 1981. 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  (upper)  Porcupine R ive r  i n s p e c t i o n  were: 

Duke Connel ly ,  Yukon T e r r i t o r y  Pa rks  and H i s t o r i c  Resources 
Judy Liedberg ,  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Fa i rbanks  
Chet Buchanan, F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Anchorage 
J o a q l i n  E s t u s ,  Her i t age  Conserva t ion  and Rec rea t ion  S e r v i c e ,  Anchorage 
David Dapkus, H e r i t a g e  Conserva t ion  and Rec rea t ion  S e r v i c e ,  Anchorage 

Three Grumman canoes were used f o r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n .  

J u l y  1 2  

Chet,  J o a q l i n ,  and I l e f t  Anchorage i n  t h e  p.m. i n  a GSA van w i t h  Lar ry  
Wright,  H e r i t a g e  Conserva t ion  and Rec rea t ion  S e r v i c e  (HCRS), accompaning 
u s  t o  s e r v e  a s  r e t u r n  d r i v e r .  The van w a s  loaded  w i t h  t h e  group g e a r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  two canoes ,  and pe r sona l  gea r .  Drove t o  Fa i rbanks  where we 
s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t .  

J u l y  1 3  

Arose e a r l y  i n  t h e  a.m. , picked up Judy and t h e  t h i r d  canoe,  t hen  drove 
t o  t h e  Canadian bo rde r  on t h e  Taylor  Highway. We d i d  n o t  g e t  t o  t h e  



borde r  b e f o r e  i t  c l o s e d  s o  were fo rced  t o  camp u n t i l  i t  opened t h e  next  
morning. 

J u l y  14 

Arose a g a i n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  a.m., went a c r o s s  t h e  bo rde r  and drove t o  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  go ld  r u s h  town of Dawson, Yukon T e r r i t o r y  (Y.T.) where we met 
Duke. Continued n o r t h  on t h e  Dempster Highway t o  t h e  Eag le  P l a i n s  r e s t  
s t o p  t h e  on ly  one b e f o r e  F o r t  McPherson. We s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  a t  t h e  new 
mote l  t h e r e .  The mote l  has  a  r e s t u r a n t ;  a  gas  s t a t i o n  and s m a l l  a i r s t r i p  
a r e  nearby.  

J u l y  1 5  

Pu t  i n  on t h e  Eagle River  i n  t h e  a.m.. The Eagle  i s  a t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  
B e l l  which i s  a  t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  Porcupine.  The Eagle R ive r  c r o s s e s  t h e  
Dempster j u s t  1 mi le  n o r t h  of  Eagle  P l a i n s  motel .  

La r ry  he lped  us  unload;  t hen  s t a r t e d  on h i s  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  Anchorage. 
Under normal c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  Eagle ,  lower B e l l ,  and Porcupine  ( t o  Old 
Crow) a r e  a l l  C l a s s  I w a t e r s  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  White Water S c a l e ) .  The 
Eagle  i s  a  low volume, sweeper l i n e d  narrow, t w i s t i n g  c reek .  The B e l l  i s  
abou t  twice  as l a r g e ,  a l s o  sweeper l i n e d .  The Porcupine i s  wide ( u s u a l l y  
100  ya rds  o r  more) r i v e r  and h a s  few sweepers.  We found a l l  t h r e e  t o  be 
v e r y  low i n  volume. They were a lmost  e n t i r e l y  f l a t  wa te r  r i v e r s .  The 
Eagle  was  a  s e r i e s  of s h o r t  r i f f l e s  and deeper  poo l s  w i t h  no d i s c e r n a b l e  
flow The B e l l  had on ly  a  l i t t l e  f low (lmph). The Porcupine  g e n e r a l l y  
flowed about  1 mph w i t h  s h o r t  (1 /4 - 1 / 2  m i l e  long)  sha l lower  s t r e t c h e s  
w i t h  2-4 mph c u r r e n t .  We t r a v e l l e d  approximate ly  100 m i l e s  on t h e  
Eag le ,  20 m i l e s  on t h e  B e l l ,  and 100 m i l e s  on t h e  Porcupine .  

W e  spen t  much of t h e  day g e t t i n g  ou r  f e e t  wet w h i l e  d ragg ing  t h e  canoes 
a c r o s s  t h e  r i f f l e s .  Saw a  l o t  of f r e s h  moose s i g n ,  some b e a r  and some 
wolf s i g n .  Campsites were numerous (every  1 / 2  mi l e )  on s m a l l  g r a v e l  
b a r s  w i t h  firewood p l e n t i f u l .  Enjoyed sunsh ine  a l l  day. 

J u l y  16-17-18 

Each day was s i m i l a r  - r i f f l e s  and poo l s  w i t h  t h e  r i f f l e s  g e t t i n g  
deeper  each mi l e ,  much l a r g e  animal  s i g n  b u t  no s i g h t i n g s ,  numerous good 
c a m p s i t e s ,  views l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  d i s t a n t  Richardson Mountains ,  heavy 
b i r c h  and sp ruce  v e g e t a t i o n  a long  t h e  c reek  banks. Long days of s t e a d y  
ha rd  padd l ing  - ave rage  about  11 hours  pe r  day of paddl ing .  Sunshine 
each  day.  

J u l y  19  

Saw one moose on t h e  Eagle  j u s t  b e f o r e  i t  jo ined  t h e  B e l l .  One t h r e e  
m i l e  s t r e t c h  of t h e  B e l l  j u s t  below t h e  Eagle provided t h e  on ly  " f a s t "  
wa te r  of t h e  two r i v e r s  - a  4 mph c u r r e n t  (Class I ) .  Paddled down 
t h e  B e l l  t o  i t s  conf luence  w i t h  t h e  Porcupine.  



J u l y  20-21 

Saw one  b l a c k  b e a r ,  one g r i z z l y ,  and two cow moose on t h e  r i v e r  banks.  
Good p i k e  f i s h i n g  can  be  enjoyed a long  t h e  r i v e r .  Met a  p a r t y  of  f o u r  
men who had fo l lowed t h e  o l d  Hudson Bay r o u t e  a c r o s s  t h e  Richardson 
Mountains - down t h e  O g i l v i e  R ive r  t h e n  down t h e  P e e l  t o  t h e  R a t  r i v e r ,  
t h e n  up t h e  R a t ,  p o r t a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  d i v i d e  t o  Summit Lake and then  down 
t h e  L i t t l e  B e l l ,  t h e  B e l l ,  and f i n a l l y  t h e  Porcupine  R i v e r ,  they  had 
been "out"  f o r  45 days .  

We found camps i t e s  a v a i l a b l e  everywhere on t h e  l o n g  g r a v e l  b a r s .  Many 
of t h e  g r a v e l  b a r s  were l e v e l  and of s u f f i c i e n t  l e n g t h  t o  l and  s m a l l  
wheel  p l a n e s  - Cessana 185,  Cessana 206, Beaver.  Low b l u f f s  and r i d g e s  
l i n e  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Porcupine.  Dense sp ruce  s t a n d s  cover  t h e  
r i d g e s  c r e a t i n g  a  p l e a s a n t  scene  f o r  t h e  r i v e r  t r a v e l e r .  

J u l y  22 

Stopped a t  Ken Newcomb's c a b i n  about  20 m i l e s  above Old Crow. M r .  
Newcomb i s  a  p l e a s a n t  f r i e n d l y  man of  s i x t y  p l u s  y e a r s .  Met two o t h e r  
men a t  Mr. Newcomb's who had a l s o  t r a v e l e d  t h e  o l d  Hudson Bay r o u t e .  
F l o a t e d  on downstream t o  a  c h i l d r e n ' s  summer camp about  5 m i l e s  above 
Old Crow. Met Stephan F r o s t ,  from Old Crow, a  f r i e n d  of Dukes ' ,  t h e r e .  
Stephan and a n o t h e r  man took us  on downstream t o  Old Crow i n  t h e i r  
r i v e r b o a t s .  Stephen and h i s  f ami ly  asked u s  t o  be t h e i r  g u e s t s  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t .  Very h o s p i t a b l e  peop le ,  we en joyed  o u r  s t a y  t h e r e .  

Telephoned A i r  North c h a r t e r  s e r v i c e  i n  F t .  Yukon Alaska and asked  them 
t o  p i c k  u s  up t h e  fo l l owing  day. There  i s  scheduled  a i r  s e r v i c e  t o  
Fa i rbanks  v i a  Whi tehorse ,  Y .  T .  , b u t  i t  i s  more expens ive  than  c h a r t e r i n g  
t o  F t .  Yukon, t hen  u s i n g  t h e  scheduled  s e r v i c e  from t h e r e .  

J u l y  23 

Made a r rangements  w i t h  O f f i c e r  Don P e t t e n d r e i g h  of t h e  Royal Canadian 
Mounted P o l i c e  t o  s t o r e  p a r t  of our  g e a r .  Spent  much of t h e  day v i s i t i n g  
people  i n  Old Crow, everyone was v e r y  f r i e n d l y .  I t  was a  f i n e  sunny day 
w i t h  t emper tu re s  i n  t h e  90°F range  a s  w a s  t h e  p rev ious  day. 

C h a r t e r  a r r i v e d  a t  4 : 3 0  p.m., f l ew  t o  F t .  Yukon, t hen  took A i r  N o r t h ' s  
scheduled  18  pas senge r  twin  engine  p l a n e  i n t o  Fa i rbanks ,  and then  Wein 
j e t  t o  Anchorage. 

Genera l  

We t r a v e r s e d  t h e  E a g l e ,  B e l l ,  and Porcupine  t o  Old Crow i n  e i g h t  ex- 
t r eme ly  l ong  and a rduous  days.  I f  done i n  June  j u s t  a f t e r  b reakup ,  t h e  
Eagle  has  much more water  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  2-3 mph c u r r e n t .  The B e l l  
l i k e w i s e  h a s  more c u r r e n t  then.  For most of t h e  summer bo th  r i v e r s  a r e  
low and slow. The Eagle  i s  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  a p p e a l i n g  compared w i t h  o t h e r  



r i v e r s .  The Porcupine  River  i s  l a r g e ,  a lways h a s  some c u r r e n t ,  is 
c l e a r ,  and f lows  through landscapes  p l e a s i n g  t o  t h e  eye. We observed  
p e r e g r i n e  f a l c o n  a long  a l l  t h r e e  r i v e r s .  

Access i s  v i a  t h e  Dempster Highway (put- in)  and ( take- out )  v i a  a i r p l a n e  
from Old Crow. Canoes a r e  t h e  recommended w a t e r  c r a f t .  Ten days are 
probably  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f l o a t  t h e s e  r i v e r s  i f  f l o a t i n g  a t  h i g h e r  wa te r  
l e v e l s ;  f o u r t e e n  days  a r e  needed d u r i n g  t h e  low wa te r  l e v e l s  t h a t  predominant 
most of t h e  summer (14 days  of 6-7 hour s  padd l ing  each  day) .  




