
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
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Memorandum 
TO : F i l e s  NPR-A Work Group 2 

SUBJECT: T r i p  Report  f o r  Kasegaluk Lagoon; J u l y  18-25, 1978 

A s  p a r t  of t h e  H e r i t a g e  Conserva t ion  and Rec rea t ion  S e r v i c e ' s  
e v a l u t i o n  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  w i l d e r n e s s ,  and s c e n i c  v a l u e s  
con ta ined  i n  t h e  Na t iona l  Petroleum Reserve - Alaska ,  an 
in t e r agency  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  of Kasegaluk Lagoon from 
Wainwright t o  I c y  Cape w a s  made. 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  w e r e :  

B i l l  Ewing - F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Anchorage 
J i m  Larson - N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e ,  Anchorage 
Br ian  McMillen - Bureau of Land Management, Anchorage 
J i m  Morr i s  - H e r i t a g e  Conserva t ion  & Recrea t ion  S e r v i c e  

Two Klepper Aer ius  20 (double  s e a t e r ,  f o l d i n g )  kayaks were 
used on t h e  t r i p .  

J u l y  18  

A f t e r  c a r r y i n g  o u r  g e a r  t o  t h e  beach,  assembling t h e  kayaks 
and load ing  t h e  g e a r ,  w e  launched t h e  b o a t s  and began t h e  
t r i p  a t  8:00 a.m. A b e a u t i f u l  day t o  beg in  a t r i p  w i t h  
most ly  c l e a r  sky ,  noon- time t empera tu re  of  54oF and a  mild  
wind blowing from t h e  NE a t  ou r  backs .  The s e a  was r e l a t i v e l y  
calm w i t h  s w e l l s  o n l y  abou t  two f e e t  h igh  and perhaps  t h r e e  
f e e t  i n  f r o n t  of  Wainwright I n l e t .  Water t empera tu re  was 
43oF. The c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  A r c t i c  Ocean a r e  n o t  always 
t h i s  f a v o r a b l e  f o r  s m a l l  b o a t s .  The g e n t l e  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  
wind a t  o u r  backs  g r e a t l y  a ided  t h e  padd l ing .  W e  reached 
ou r  f i r s t  n i g h t  camps i te  a t  4:30 w i t h  about  s i x  hours  of 
paddl ing  and t r a v e l e d  about  13  m i l e s .  The e a s t e r l y  wind 
however had a l s o  pushed t h e  i c e  pack s e v e r a l  m i l e s  from 
s h o r e  s o  t h a t  it was o u t  of  o u r  view d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  t r i p .  

South of Wainwright I n l e t  w e  passed t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  f i s h  
camps, two of  which were each  occupied by t h r e e  f a m i l i e s .  
W e  spoke w i t h  some o f  t h e  people  who a r e  r e s i d e n t s  of 
Wainwright and l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e y  were now c o l l e c t i n g  mos t ly  
s e a l s  and f i s h  ( i n c l u d i n g  p ink  salmon and A r c t i c  c h a r )  and 
had been t a k i n g  wa l rus  when t h e  i c e  pack was c l o s e r  t o  
sho re .  W e  a l s o  encountered t h r e e  powerboats w i t h  h u n t e r s  
and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  

U.S.  Savings on 



W i l d l i f e  s i g h t e d  included f i v e  t o  s i x  i n d i v i d u a l  ca r ibou ,  
s e v e r a l  whales (.probably beluga) ,  and four  snowy owls ( l i s t  
of b i r d  s p e c i e s  fo l lows t h i s  r e p o r t ) .  

J u l v  19 

Although s t i l l  mostly c l e a r  s k i e s  t h e  a i r  temperature was 
c o o l e r  today and t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  wind s t r o n g e r .  We experienced 
s w e l l s  up t o  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  f e e t  on t h e  ocean. Whale watching 
was very  good a s  we saw s e v e r a l  a few hundred yards o f f s h o r e  
swimming nor th .  We a l s o  saw one s e a l  and about  12 car ibou 
along t h e  beach. We t r a v e l e d  about 13 mi les  t o  P i n g o r o k  
Pass  where we en te red  Kasegaluk Lagoon. The b a r r i e r  i s l a n d  
i s  only  about 75 yards  wide. Sand and pea g rave l  and l i t t l e  
o r  no vege ta t ion  cover t h e  su r face .  Mosquitoes were s u r p r i s i n g l y  
t h i c k  along t h e  c o a s t  when t h e r e  was no wind. However, 
r e l i e f  from t h e  mosquitoes i s  u s u a l l y  p o s s i b l e  on t h e  b a r r i e r  
i s l a n d ,  which i s  f u l l y  exposed t o  t h e  wind. 

J u l y  20 

Except f o r  a b r i e f  r a i n  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t ,  good weather 
p r e v a i l s .  Temperature remains i n  high 5 0  '  s ,  p a r t i a l  cloud 
cover ing ,  and n o r t h e a s t e r l y  wind. W e  found t h e  lagoon much 
e a s i e r  t o  paddle i n  wi th  no swe l l s  and only  small  waves. We 
t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  Nokotlek River and up t h e  r i v e r  t h r e e  mi les .  
The r i v e r  was t o o  shallow f o r  t r a v e l  any f u r t h e r  wi th  t h e  
kayaks. The r i v e r  water  was s t i l l  brackish  so d r ink ing  
water had t o  be ga thered  from an i n t e r i o r  l ake .  W i l d l i f e  
observed included t h r e e  A r c t i c  fox near  t h e i r  den,  f o u r  
snowy owls,  and e i g h t  car ibou.  We saw f i s h  jumping i n  t h e  
r i v e r  bu t  d i d  n o t  i d e n t i f y .  We t r a v e l e d  1 2  m i l e s ,  inc luding  
s i x  mi les  on t h e  r i v e r .  

J u l v  2 1  

Weather d e t e r i o r a t e d  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  pe r iods  
of fog ,  r a i n ,  o v e r c a s t  s k i e s  and coo le r  temperatures .  This  
weather s tayed wi th  u s  f o r  t h e  next  four  days.  The water 
s u r f a c e  of t h e  lagoon was very  smooth during t h e  morning 
hours.  W i l d l i f e  s igh ted  included two A r c t i c  fox ,  s e v e r a l  
snowy owls,  and some car ibou.  We t r a v e l e d  n ine  mi les  and 
camped n o r t h e a s t  of Nevat Po in t .  



J u l v  2 2  

W e  t r a v e l e d  a d i s t a n c e  of t e n  m i l e s  today and camped j u s t  
i n s i d e  Avak I n l e t  on e a s t  s i d e .  W e  saw one g r i z z l y  bear  a t  
Nevat P o i n t  wh i l e  exp lo r ing  t h e  a r e a .  H e  moved q u i c k l y  away 
a s  soon a s  he became aware of ou r  presence .  

J u l y  23 

Today w e  boated through Avak I n l e t  and about  two m i l e s  up 
Tunal ik  River .  The i n l e t  i s  a ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e  t o  
exp lo re .  W e  s a w  two g r i z z l y  b e a r s  nea r  mouth of i n l e t ,  s i x  
o r  more harbor  s e a l s  i n  t h e  narrow neck h a l f  way through t h e  
i n l e t ,  a fami ly  of s i x  A r c t i c  fox  n e a r  t h e i r  den ,  and 
s e v e r a l  ca r ibou  i n c l u d i n g  a band of about  25. W e  walked 
i n t o  a l a k e  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  r i v e r  t o  c o l l e c t  f r e s h  water  
and t o  t r y  t h e  f i s h i n g .  The f i s h i n g  was unsuccess fu l .  
Paddl ing back t o  camp was a chore i n  t h e  t h i c k  fog  and 
a g a i n s t  t h e  wind, which f e l t  l i k e  it was coming d i r e c t l y  o f f  
t h e  i c e  pack. 

J u l v  2 4  

This  morning w e  g r e e t e d  a band of about  50 ca r ibou  s t and ing  
on t h e  beach about  50 ya rds  from camp. Another group of 
e i g h t  walked up t h e  beach from t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  l a t e r  
i n  t h e  morning. 

Today was t o  have been a l e i s u r e l y  boa t ing  t r i p  t o  I c y  Cape 
wi th  l o t s  of t i m e  t o  exp lo re  t h e  Cape. However, w e  encountered 
unexpected d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h i n  t h e  lagoon near  t h e  Cape. The 
t i d e ,  which ranges  from e i g h t  t o  e l even  inches  a long t h e  
A r c t i c  c o a s t  ( g r e a t e r  range dur ing  s torm in f luenced  t i d e s ) ,  
w a s  o u t .  The t i d a l  f l a t  i s  mud r a t h e r  than  sand,  and almost  
imposs ib le  t o  walk upon. One q u i c k l y  s i n k s  up t o  h i s  knees 
i n  t h e  mud and could  become s t u c k .  Subsequently it i s  
imposs ib le  t o  po r t age  through t h e  a r e a  o r  l i n e  t h e  b o a t s  
through,  a t  l e a s t  du r ing  low t i d e .  The t i d e  remained low 
through t h e  fo l lowing  day. W e  made it on ly  a s  f a r  a s  an 
i s l a n d  i n  Sec t ion  28, T  1 1 N ,  R39W, b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  around. 
A f t e r  paddl ing  13 m i l e s  w e  ended up about  f i v e  m i l e s  from 
our  p rev ious  camp on t h e  b a r r i e r  i s l a n d  o p p o s i t e  from t h e  
mouth of  Avak I n l e t .  W e  por taged t h e  b o a t s  and g e a r  a c r o s s  
t h e  i s l a n d  t o  t h e  ocean s i d e  and camped he re .  Temperature 
was i n  t h e  h i g h  3 0 ' s .  



J u l v  25 

Weather changed t o  t h e  warm, mostly c l e a r  s k i e s  t h a t  we 
enjoyed dur ing  beginning of t r i p .  The ocean was f a i r l y  
smooth and i d e a l  f o r  t r a v e l .  Eas t  of Icy  Cape we watched 
s e v e r a l  grey  whales wi th in  150 yards  of shore  and occas iona l ly  
wi th in  50 yards  of our  boa t s .  We a l s o  saw one harbor s e a l  
southwest of t h e  Cape and s e v e r a l  car ibou paraded by on t h e  
mainland south  of I cy  Cape. We reached t h e  a i r s t r i p  a t  Icy  
Cape v i a  I cy  Cape Pass .  Even wi th  t h e  low t i d e  we were a b l e  
t o  paddle t o  wi th in  200 yards of t h e  s t r i p .  Although we 
d i d n ' t  have t ime t o  explore  t h e  Cape, it appears  t o  be a  
very i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e  wi th  f l o c k s  of sea- bi rds  congregat ing 
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  marine mammals swimming by, and evidence of a 
h i s t o r y  of human use .  

A t  3:20p.m., w e  were picked up by two a i r c r a f t  a C-207 and 
C-185 and re tu rned  t o  Wainwright. The a i r s t r i p  a t  Icy  Cape 
i s  2,400 f e e t  long. 

General Observations 

Kasegaluk Lagoon and t h e  ocean c o a s t ,  a s  long a s  t h e r e  i s  
n o t  stormy weather ,  i s  a good p lace  f o r  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  kayak 
t r i p .  The p r e v a i l i n g  wind i s  from t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  s o  t h e  
b e s t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t r a v e l  i s  from Wainwright towards Icy  
Cape. Although we d i d  n o t  have one, a s a i l  would be very 
u s e f u l  on t h e  kayak. A rudder was p r a c t i c a l l y  a n e c e s s i t y .  
I f  t r a v e l e r s  wanted t o  bypass t h e  ocean and s t a r t  t h e  t r i p  
wi th in  t h e  lagoon (bad weather might f o r c e  t r a v e l e r s  t o  do 
t h i s ) ,  they  might be a b l e  t o  h i r e  someone from Wainwright t o  
t ake  them down by motorboat. Also,  most of t h e  b a r r i e r  
i s l a n d s  a r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  landing  p lanes  such a s  a C-185. 
Camping s i t e s  a long t h e  b a r r i e r  i s l a n d s  and along t h e  
mainland s h o r e l i n e  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  unl imi ted .  Firewood 
(dr i f twood) ,  however, i s  abundant only  i n  i n t e r m i t t e n t  
p laces .  Drinking water  needs t o  be packed from nearby 
i n t e r i o r  l a k e s  and should be p u r i f i e d  before  use .  Also,  
s e l e c t i n g  camp s i t e s  should a l s o  be done c a r e f u l l y  so  a s  t o  
avoid d i s tu rbance  t o  any of t h e  s e v e r a l  a rchaeo log ica l  s i t e s  
( f r e q u e n t l y  loca ted  on p o i n t s  of land and o f t e n  c o n s i s t i n g  
of sod house r u i n s )  and t o  avoid c o n f l i c t i n g  wi th  l o c a l  
subs i s t ence  campsi tes .  About 20 mi les  of s h o r e l i n e  south of 
Wainwright i s  p r i v a t e  land owned by t h e  V i l l a g e  of Wainwright. 



To camp anywhere along this shoreline, permission should be 
received from the Village Corporation. The logical pick-up 
point is the airstrip on the mainland southwest of Icy Cape. 
However, during low tide and possibly at other times, it is 
not possible to paddle through the lagoon near the Cape. It 
is recommended that travelers cross the barrier island 
opposite from Avak Lagoon, pass around the north end of Icy 
Cape and approach the airstrip from the west. 

Enclosure 



Birds Identified During Field Investigation* 

Glacous gull 
Old squaw 
King eider 
Arctic loon 
Yellow-billed loon 
Snowy owl 
Black brant 
Long-tailed jaegar 
Lapland longspur 
Common eider 
Red phalarope 
Arctic tern 

Sabine gull 
Dunlin 
Pomarine jaegar 
Black legged kittiwake 
Parastice jaegar 
Snow bunting 
Semi-palmated sandpiper 
Koot 
Golden plover 
Northern phalarope 
Red-breasted merganser 
Savannah sparrow 
Pintail 
White-fronted goose 
Willow ptarmigan 

"Compiled by Bill Ewing and Jim Larson 




