
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
 
 

Provided by the Alaska Outdoor Supersite 
www.outdoorsdirectory.com 

http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/sitemap.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/directory/
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/areas/
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/akforum/index.php
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/fishing.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/hunting.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/magazine/
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/products/index.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/aboutus.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.adfg.state.ak.us/
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/areas/
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/


United States Department of the Interior 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

ALASKA REGIONAL OFFICE 
1011 E.Tudor, S u i t e  297 Anchorage, AK 99503 

IN REPLY R E F E R  TO: 

A800 
1102-026 RP 

Tele.  (907) 277-1666 

Memorandum f o r  t h e  Record 

From : J i m  Morris  

Subjec t :  Log of F i e l d  Inspec t ion  of Karluk River , June 24-26 

The purpose f o r  t h e  f i e l d  inspec t ion  was t o  g a t h e r ,  update,  and v e r i f y  
r e source  informat ion  and wi tness  and d i scuss  t h e  problems, c o n f l i c t s ,  
and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  use  and management of t h e  r i v e r  s o  
t h a t  a management a n a l y s i s  f o r  t h e  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r  may be prepared. 

P a r t i c i p a n t s :  

Bob Delaney, Refuge Manager, Kodiak Nat ional  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, 
Kodiak 

Mike Rearden, Nat ive  L ia i son ,  Kodiak Nat ional  Wi ld l i fe  Befuge, 
Kodiak 

Doug , Kodiak Nat ional  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, Kodiak 
Dave P a t t e r s o n ,  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Service ,  Area O f f i c e ,  Anchorage 
D r .  Alan J u b e n v i l l e ,  Un ive r s i ty  of Alaska, School of Agr icu l tu re  

and Land Resources Management, Fairbanks 
D r .  B i l l  Workman, Unive r s i ty  of Alaska, School of Agr icu l tu re  and 

and Land Resources Management, Fairbanks 
B i l l  Welch, Her i t age  Conservation and Recreat ion  Serv ice ,  Anchorage 
J i m  Morris ,  T r i p  Leader,  Her i tage  and Conservation and Recreat ion 

Serv ice ,  Anchorage 

June 24th 

A f t e r  spending t h e  n i g h t  a t  t h e  Refuge F i e l d  S t a t i o n  on Camp I s l and  
people and gear  were f e r r i e d  by a i r c r a f t  and motor boat  down t o  t h e  
o u t l e t  of Karluk Lake. A t  t h e  o u t l e t  i s  a f o u r  bunk r e c r e a t i o n  cabin  
provided by t h e  F i sh  and W i l d l i f e  Service .  Four people who were prepar ing  
t o  f l o a t  t h e  r i v e r  w e r e  camped here .  Since t h e  l a k e  provides a convenient 
access  po in t  t o  t h e  r iver,  t h e r e  a r e  f r equen t ly  people gathered a t  t h i s  
po in t  dur ing  t h e  k ing salmon run. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  cabin  t h e  s i t e  
provides s u i t a b l e  t e n t  sites and good f i s h i n g  f o r  d o l l y  vardens and red  
salmon i n  t h e  l a k e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  nea r  t h e  mouths of creeks .  The weather 
on t h i s  day w a s  r a t h e r  t y p i c a l  wi th  a s teady r a i n  f a l l .  
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F i e l d  Inspec t ion  of Karluk River,  June 24-26, 1980 

A f t e r  i n f l a t i n g  t h e  boa t s  and loading the  gear ,  we s t a r t e d  down t h e  
r i v e r .  W e  used two 13 foo t  Avon Adventurers. Scenic, snow-capped mountains 
and f o o t h i l l s  with t h e i r  s lopes  reaching t h e  waters  edge surround t h e  
l ake .  These s lopes  a r e  genera l ly  covered with lush vege ta t ion ,  inc luding 
trees and t a l l  shrubbery. The r i v e r  immediately leaves t h i s  mountain 
topography behind and e n t e r s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t ,  tussock covered and wet 
lowland a rea .  

We f l o a t e d  down r i v e r  a  d i s t a n c e  of about n ine  r i v e r  mi les  and camped i n  
a g rassy  a r e a  on t h e  e a s t  bank, about one-half mile below t h e  pub l ic  
r e c r e a t i o n  cabin a t  Portage. The r i v e r  w a s  higher than normal. Upstream 
of Por tage  t h e  r i v e r  i s  p r imar i ly  a s i n g l e  channel, mostly about 12 
inches  deep, wi th  frequent  "holes" two t o  t h r e e  f e e t  deep. The r i v e r  
bottom is mostly g rave l ,  sand o r  a mixture of the  two. S i l t a t i o n  is 
r a t h e r  minimal. Some bank e ros ion  is occurring but is  not  excessive. 
Between t h e  o u t l e t  of Karluk Lake and Portage Cabin t h e r e  a r e  no s i g n i f i-  
can t  n a t u r a l  impediments t o  f l o a t  boating,  o r  chal lenges ,  although a t  a  
lower o r  normal w a t e r  flow t h e r e  a r e  a few places  where people would 
need t o  drag t h e i r  boats  over shallow areas.  We had t o  maneuver around 
a temporary f i s h  w i e r  i n  t h e  r i v e r  about two miles below Karluk Lake 
O u t l e t .  Camping sites a r e  q u i t e  l imi ted  because of t h e  predominance of 
moist  tussock covered ground unsu i t ab le  f o r  t e n t  camping and t o t a l  l ack  
of exposed g r a v e l  ba r s  o r  beaches. 

Por tage  is  commonly a p lace  f o r  concentrat ion of human a c t i v i t y  on t h e  
r i v e r  dur ing t h e  King Salmon run and during t h e  time of our t r i p  was no 
exception.  The reason is t h i s  s t r a i g h t  s t r e t c h  of r i v e r  o f f e r s  t h e  only 
r i v e r  access  f o r  f l o a t  p lanes  ( i n  add i t ion  t o  Karluk Lake and Karluk 
Lagoon). Some v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  r i v e r  e i t h e r  s t a r t  t h e i r  f l o a t  t r i p  here  
r a t h e r  than Karluk Lake o r  f l y  i n  t o  here and a r e  picked up here  without 
f l o a t i n g  t h e  r i v e r .  An o p t i o n a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  f l y i n g  o r  boating i n t o  
Larson Bay and hiking about 2 1 / 2  mi les  t o  Portage. A p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  
cabin  wi th  1 0  bunks is loca ted  h e r e  a s  w e l l  a s  a  very s m a l l  Fish and 
W i l d l i f e  Serv ice  admin i s t ra t ive  cabin. Compared with t h e  rest of t h e  
r iver c o r r i d o r  camping sites a r e  more e a s i l y  found i n  t h e  Portage v i c i n i-  
t y .  We saw about a h a l f  dozen s e p a r a t e  groups of t e n t  campers i n  t h e  
Portage a rea .  W e  t r i e d  some f i s h i n g  with very poor r e s u l t s .  The constant  
r a i n  and cold  wind discouraged much f i s h i n g  and t h e  high water apparently 
reduced t h e  normally outs tanding p o t e n t i a l  f o r  ca tching King Salmon. 

June 25th 

A l l  day long w e  again encountered r a i n  and wind. W e  f l o a t e d  about 13 
r i v e r  mi les  t o  t h e  upper p a r t  of Karluk Lagoon, where landing a f l o a t  
p lane  is poss ib le .  W e  camped on a grassy i n c l i n e  on t h e  nor th  bank of 
t h e  r i v e r .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  6 o r  7 miles  below Portage t h e  r i v e r  passes 
through country s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  seen during t h e  f i r s t  days f l o a t  - 
r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  topography and low h i l l s  o r  r idges .  The r i v e r  b ra ids  i n  
p laces  a s  i t  s p l i t s  around numerous small i s l ands .  An occas ional  t e n t  
camping s i t e  might be found. Then t h e  r i v e r  e n t e r s  a  s c e n i c  canyon 
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which i t  cont inues  through u n t i l  reaching t h e  lagoon. I n  t h e  canyon the  
r i v e r  p icks  up a l i t t l e  speed and a few Class I rapids  a r e  c rea ted  among 
numerous rocks i n  t h e  r i v e r .  W e  encountered no problems a t  high water  
but  a t  normal water  l e v e l  a f l o a t b o a t e r  would need t o  walk h i s  boat 
through many shallow, rocky s t r e t c h e s .  S u i t a b l e  camping s i t e s  a r e  
extremely l i m i t e d  i n  t h e  canyon. W e  saw s e v e r a l  bald e a g l e s  while 
f l o a t i n g  through t h e  canyon. Upstream a s h o r t  d i s t ance  from where the  
r i v e r  e n t e r s  t h e  lagoon i s  loca ted  a f i s h  w i e r  maintained by Alaska 
Department of F i sh  and Game. This  s t r u c t u r e  c rosses  t h e  e n t i r e  width of 
t h e  r i v e r  and is  a complete navigat ion obs t ruc t ion .  The b e s t  portage 
(only a few yards)  i s  on t h e  south  bank. There is even a g a t e  which can 
be removed t o  l i n e  a small  boat  through ( i t  w a s  too narrow and too low 
f o r  our  Avon Adventurer r a f t s ) .  

Although we were due t o  f l y  out  t h e  af ternoon of t h e  25th, t h e  weather 
prevented any f l y i n g  u n t i l  t h e  af ternoon of t h e  26th. Such delays  a r e  
t y p i c a l  i n  t h i s  region. 

Summary 

The primary r e c r e a t i o n  a t t r a c t i o n  of t h e  Karluk River has  been and w i l l  
l i k e l y  cont inue  t o  be s p o r t  f i s h i n g ,  p r imar i ly  f o r  King Salmon during 
mid-June t o  mid-July. The f l o a t  boa te r  w i l l  encounter a few easy Class 
I r a p i d s  and dur ing low water  may have t o  walk h i s  boat through a l o t  of 
shallow p l a c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  canyon. Except t o  a l i m i t e d  ex ten t  
dur ing high water periods around Por tage  t h e  use of small outboard 
motors is  not  poss ib le .  The r i v e r  v e l o c i t y  is about 2 t o  3 mph. 

Access t o  t h e  r i v e r  is  very good wi th  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  being t o  land a 
f l o a t  p lane  on Karluk Lake; t o  land a f l o a t  p lane  on the  r i v e r  a t  
Por tage  o r  t o  walk i n t o  Por tage  from Larsen Bay; o r  t o  land a f l o a t  
p lane  i n  Karluk Lagoon o r  t o  t r a v e l  ac ross  Karluk Lagoon by motor boat  
and walk up t h e  r i v e r  bank t o  f i s h  t h e  lower segment. There is  an a i r  
s t r i p  now a t  Karluk Vi l l age  which can only accomodate very s m a l l  wheel 
p lanes  such as a Super Cub, but  p lans  a r e  underway t o  upgrade t h e  s t r i p  
t o  accomodate l a r g e r  planes i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  King Salmon and o t h e r  f i s h i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  r e c r e a t i o n  a t t r i b u t e s  of t h e  Karluk River inc lude  t h e  
oppor tuni ty  t o  view bald eag les ;  t o  enjoy p r e t t y  scenery;  and t o  experi-  
ence t h i s  i n  a somewhat p r imi t ive  s e t t i n g .  The highes t  concentra t ion of 
e a g l e s  t o  view on t h e  r i v e r  i s  i n  t h e  canyon where w e  s a w  perhaps a 
dozen. The b e s t  scenery includes  t h a t  of t h e  c l e a r  water  l a k e  r inged 
wi th  snow-capped mountains and t h e  s i x  o r  seven mile long canyon on t h e  
lower r i v e r .  Although no t  p r imi t ive  i n  comparison t o  many of Alaska 's  
r i v e r s ,  t h e  Karluk does o f f e r  a much b e t t e r  opportunity t o  escape the  
crowds than many of Alaska 's  a c c e s s i b l e  r i v e r s  with good salmon f i s h i n g .  

The e n t i r e  r i v e r  c o r r d i o r ,  inc luding t h a t  por t ion  wi th in  t h e  former 
boundaries of Kodiak Nat ional  W i l d l i f e  Refuge i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned by the  
Native Vi l l age  Corporation of Karluk and Nu-Nachk-Pit, Inc. (Larson 
Bay) 




