
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

D4225 Alaska 
(W&SRS) 

TO ATF Leader ,  T i l e s t o n  

FROM : Noel P .  Granzow 

SUB JECT: T r i p  Repor t  - I v i s h a k  R ive r  T r i p .  

On June  28,  t h e  I v i s h a k  f i e l d  team met i n  F o r t  Yukon 
and was f lown i n t o  P o r c u p i n e  Lake by Pau l  Shannahan and 
a n o t h e r  p i l o t  i n  a 180 and a 185 on f l o a t s .  Shannahan 
r e t u r n e d  t o  F o r t  Yukon and p i c k e d  up t h e  t h i r d  canoe and 
me and flew back t o  Porcupine  Lake. We were met a t  t h e  

'l a k e  by Dave C l i n e ,  BSFW, t h e  s i x t h  member o f  t h e  team. 
The o t h e r  f i v e  members were S c o t t  Grundy, ADF&G, Wilbur 
Mills, F a i r b a n k s  Environmental  C e n t e r ,  Ma rv  Hathhorn,  
Anchorage School  Teache r ,  Peg T i l e s t o n ,  Anchorage.  

A t  1800 a BLM chopper  (FH 1100) a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  l a k e  and 
s h u t t l e d  u s  o v e r  t h e  I v i s h a k .  We c h o s e  a p u t - i n  p o i n t  
a t  Mile  65  as t h e  r i v e r  above was t o o  t h i n  t o  canoe.  
Camp was s e t  up on an i s l a n d  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  

F r i d a y ,  J u n e  2 9 ,  dawned partly o v e r c a s t  w i t h  a i r  tempera-
t u r e  6 0 o  and w a t e r  42o F. The P h i l i p  Smi th  Mountains 
r i s e  a b r u p t l y  from t h e  r i v e r  edge and t h e  s c e n e r y  i s  
o u t s t a n d i n g .  We proceeded  downstream and it was some-
t imes  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d r a g  t h e  canoes  o v e r  s h a l l o w s .  The 
r i v e r  i s  b r a i d e d  and b e f o r e  l o n g  we r a n  i n t o  auf  e i s  
which had o n l y  r e c e n t l y  been c u t  t h r o u g h .  The r i v e r  was 
moving a t  abou t  6 k n o t s .  A t  1045 t h e  r a i n  began and con-
t i n u e d  a l l  a f t e r n o o n .  A t  Mile  54 we n o t i c e d  a s p r i n g  
coming o u t  o f  t h e  s i d e  o f  a b l u f f  on t h e  l e f t  bank.  
S i l t  was b u i l d i n g  up i n  t h e  r i v e r  and r a i n  c o n t i n u e d .  
A t  1 8 0 0  we s e t  up camp a t  Mi le  4 6  and hiked up a minor 
d r a i n a g e  t o  t a k e  w  i l d l i f e  pho tog raphs .  Al though t h e  
h a b i t a t  seemed s u i t a b l e  we saw no w i l d l i f e  'even though 
we found g r i z z l y  t r a c k s  and c a r i b o u  s i g n  . 
On S a t u r d a y ,  June  3 0 ,  we a g a i n  s p e n t  some t i m e  looking  
f o r  w i l d l i f e .  There  was a s u r p r i s i n g  l a c k  o f  game; bo th  
Dave C l i n e  and S c o t t  Grundy f e l t  t h a t  game shou ld  have 
been i n  t h e  a r e a .  We broke camp and p roceeded  downriver. 
The sky was c l e a r  and we were s t i l l  i n  t h e  mounta ins ;  
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  b e a u t i f u l  c o u n t r y .  



The c u r r e n t  was s t i l l  f a s t  and l i n i n g  was n o t  r e q u i r e d  
a s  t h e  r i v e r  was of s u f f i c i e n t  depth f o r  canoes .  On a 
b l u f f  r i s i n g  from t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  r i g h t  bank we saw our  
f i r s t  game; a cow moose wi th  a  c a l f .  Th i s  was a t  Mile 
4 2 .  The moose saw us  and went n o r t h  along t h e  t o p  of t h e  
b l u f f  and over  t h e  r i d g e .  Two mi les  f u r t h e r  on we rounded 
a bend and saw t h e  moose and c a l f  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  We s i l e n t l y  
g l i d e d  p a s t ,  p u l l e d  t o  an i s l a n d  and g o t  o u t  t o  photo-
graph t h e  animals, g e t t i n g  s e v e r a l  s h o t s .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  
we were j u s t  beginning t o  l e a v e  t h e  d -2 b lock  and e n t e r i n g  
t h e  n a t i v e  r e g i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c y .  

A s  we entere'd r e g i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c y  l a n d s ,  we were approaching 
a l a r g e  auf e i s  a r e a .  Although we had been p a s s i n g  much 
a u f  e i s  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  we had no t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  through 
and s t a y i n g  on t h e  main channel .  A t  about  Mile 3 9 ,  t h e  
t h r e e  canoes were about 25 yards  a p a r t ,  p i c k i n g  t h e i r  
way through t h e  b ra  i ded  s t ream.  A t  Mile 3 7 ,  we p u l l e d  
up i n  t h e  l e f t  bank t o  wa i t  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  canoes .  The 
second canoe fol lowed w i t h i n  two minutes ,  b u t  t h e  t h i r d  
d i d n ' t .  We climbed a b l u f f  and could  make o u t  t h e  t h i r d  
canoe along t h e  r i g h t  bank, n e a r l y  t h r e e  m i l e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
b ra ided  r i v e r ,  fo l lowing  a  l e a d  through t h e  i c e .  We 
s i g n a l e d  wi th  a ye l low c o a t  and t h e y  waved a paddle .  Our 
two canoes moved on dorwnriver t o  below t h e  Saviakviayak 
River  where only  one channel  came o u t  o f  t h e  auf  e i s ,  
and waited.  A f t e r  4 0  minutes  Marv Hathhorn and I decided 
t o  walk back t h e  r i g h t  bank and see  if t h e  l e a d  they  
were fo l lowing c l o s e d  and locked them i n .  From t h e  b l u f f s  
above t h e  r i v e r  we saw t h e  t h i r d  canoe,  t h e y  had found a 
l e a d  through t h e  i c e  and were i n  t h e  main channe l .  We 
went back t o  t h e  canoes and made camp. 

On Sunday, J u l y  1, w e  dec ided  t o  h i k e  back u p r i v e r  t o  
t h e  base of t h e  mountains where a warm s p r i n g  was r e p o r t e d  
t o  be l o c a t e d .  A t  0700, heavy fog f i l l e d  t h e  v a l l e y  but  
by 0930 it l i f t e d  somewhat. A t  1150 w e  began t h e  16 mi le  
walk. Walking was n e c e s s a r y  because w e  were unable  t o  
approach t h e  s p r i n g  l o c a t i o n  from t h e  r i v e r  t h e  day be fo re  
due t o  t h e  i c e  f i e l d .  The team s p l i t  up i n t o  two groups 
of three ,  one group t o  go t o  t h e  base  of t h e  mountain 
and t h e  o t h e r  t o  go up Kashivi  Creek t o  t h e  cottonw oods 
and s e e  i f  a s p r i n g  was t h e r e .  (We thought  t h e  c o t t o n -
woods were a l i k e l y  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  s p r i n g s  i n  c a s e  they  
could  no t  be found a t  t h e  mountain.) I was w i t h  t h e  
group going t o  t h e  mountain and on t h e  way over  t h e  tundra  



we found a p ingo,  a l a r g e  mound of e a r t h  f o r c e d  up 10 f e e t  
by i c e .  The t o p  had s p l i t  open and we cou ld  s e e t h e  mound 
w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  hol low where t h e  i c e  had melted i n s i d e .  
Deep i n s i d e  t h e  mound. about 8 f e e t  down, was a pool  of . 
wate r  over s o l i d  i c e . '  We pushed on o v e r  t h e  tundra  and 
through muskeg and came t o  t h e  base of t h e  mountain a t  
1515;  t h e  e i g h t  mi le  walk took 3 hours  and 2 5  minutes .  
We found t h e  warm s p r i n g  and took i t s  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  a  t e p i d  
48" F .  Thus, our  hopes f o r  a b a t h  were dashed. A l t h o u g  h  
48" i s n ' t  warm i n  J u l y ,  i f  t h e  t empera tu re  i s  c o n s t a n t ,  
t h e  sp r ing  would f low throughout  t h e  w i n t e r .  Th i s  would 
account  f o r  t h e  immense i c e  f i e l d  j u s t  below on t h e  I v i s h a k .  
We walked back t o  camp a r r i v i n g  a t  1900, t o t a l  e l apsed  
t ime f o r  t h e  s i x t e e n  m i l e  s t r o l l  was seven hours  and t e n  
minutes .  The wind had r i s e n  along t h e  r i v e r  whi le  we 
were gone and t h e  t e n t s  had moved s l i g h t l y  ( j u s t  over  a 
f o o t )  even wi th  a l l  packs  and d u f f l e  i n s i d e .  Had t h e  
t e n t s  been empty t h e y  might have blown i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  
The wind was n o t  f e l t  back i n  t h e  swales  e a s t  o f  t h e  
r i v e r .  we sacked o u t  a t  2230. Thus ended our  day of 
r e s t .  

Monday morning, Ju ly  2 ,  was o v e r c a s t  b u t  by t h e  t ime we 
broke camp and go t  on t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  c louds  had d i s s i -
p a t e d .  A t  M i le  2 8 ,  we stopped t o  examine a rough legged 
hawk n e s t  on t h e  b l u f f .  We climbed a h i l l  on t h e  l e f t  
bank and. hiked back t o  s e v e r a l  ponds which were shown 
on t h e  maps. From t h e  h i l l t o p  we took s e v e r a l  photos  of 
t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  sur rounding c o u n t r y s i d e .  

A f t e r  lunch a t  t h e  b a s e  of t h e  b l u f f ,  w e  were canoeing 
down t h e  r i v e r  channel  and spooked a l o n e  c a r i b o u  on a 
g r a v e l  . bar  a t  M i le  26. For two m i l e s  he  r a n  ahead of u s  
whi l e  one canoe went down t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of  t h e  b a r  and 
t h e  o the r  two canoes on t h e  r i g h t .  F i n a l l y ,  he swam t h e  
r i v e r  and climbed t h e  b l u f f s  on t h e  r i g h t ,  s topped when 
he f e l t  s a f e  and watched us  d r i f t  on downriver .  

The evening of Ju ly  2 ,  w e  camped o p p o s i t e  t h e  mouth of 
Gi lead  Creek. A l l  o f  t h i s  d a y ' s  t r a v e l  was i n  n a t i v e  
r e g i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c y  l a n d .  T e r r a i n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  was f l a t ;  
e a s t  and w e  s t  of us  were r o l l i n g  f o o t h i l l s  bu t  t o  t h e  
sou th  we could s t i l l  s e e  P h i l i p  Smith Mountains i n  t h e  
d i s t a n c e .  Although we took s e v e r a l  hours  ou t  f o r  h ik ing  
back t o  t h e  l a k e s  and climbing t h e  b l u f f s ,  we s t i l l  covercd 
15  m i l cs .  The c u r r e n t  was f a s t ,  o v e r  6 k n o t s .  



We s l e p t  l a t e  on J u l y  3 ;  d i d n ' t  g e t  up till 0830. There 
was  a  c l e a r  sky and a headwind (North wind) .  The c u r r e n t  
o f f s e t  the  headwind s o  it was n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  make 
p r o g r e s s  downriver. A t  Mile 10 ,  we found 3 c a r i b o u  on an 
i s l a n d .  They wandered o f f  i n  no g r e a t  h u r r y  when they  
saw us .  A t  Mile 9 ,  t h e  map i n d i c a t e s  a  V A B M  s i t e  on t h e  
l e f t  bank on t o p  of a b l u f f .  I climbed t h e  b l u f f  and 
l o c a t e d  the  marker,  a "Corps o f  Engineers  S t a t i o n  Designa-
t o r  - e l e v a t i o n  1022'' which was e r e c t e d  i n  1955 .  I found 
a 5 g a l l o n  gas can and o t h e r  t r a s h  l e f t  behind by,  p r e -
sumably, t h e  Corps when t h e y  e r e c t e d  t h e  marker e i g h t e e n  
y e a r s  ago. On t h e  f a c e  of t h e  b l u f f  we found ano the r  
rough legged hawk n e s t  and g o t  some photos  o f  i t .  We 
began t o  hear  a i r c r a f t  overhead,  Sagwon o r  Deadhorse 
f l i g h t s  we assumed. 

A t  Mile 8 ,  we e a s i l y  l o c a t e d  t h e  abandoned Mobil O i l  
Company exp lo ra to ry  w e l l .  Not only  a we l l  b u t  s e v e r a l  
a c r e s  of graded l a n d  where q u a r t e r s  had been,and a landing  
s t r i p .  There was some t r a s h  i n  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  and we 
g o t  photos of  t h e  e n t i r e  l a y o u t .  

The re was auf e i s  below t h e  o i l  we l l  and t h e  r i v e r  had 
been d i v e r t e d  through t h e  brush  on t h e  l e f t  bank. Lining 
was requ i red  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h i s  a r e a .  A t  Mile  6 we s e t  
up camp on t h e  r i g h t  bank below Echooka Creek. 

J u l y  4 ,  was a sunny, warm day wi th  t h e  t empera tu re  reach-
i n g  76o i n  t h e  -shade o f  t h e  t e n t .  A s  we were due f o r  a 
p i c k  up on t h e  5  t h ,  we s t a y e d  i n  camp; f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  
u s  we d id .  Heavy wind suddenly came up a t  1530 and we 
had t o  s i t  i n  t h e  t e n t s  t o  hold them down. The tempera-
t u r e  dropped 34o i n  30 minu tes ,  then  t h e  r a i n  h i t ,  hard.  
I t  r a ined  a l l  a f t e r n o o n  and a l l  n i g h t .  One canoe was 
blown 5 0  f e e t  by t h e  wind; we r e - t i e d  them t o  b rush  and 
s t a y e d  pu t .  

J u l y  5. Wind and r a i n  and c o l d .  Everybody i n  t e n t s  and 
read ing .  The chopper due t o  p ick  us  up d i d n ' t  a r r i v e  
f o r  obvious r easons ,  

J u l y  6 .  Rain, on and o f f  a l l  day. F i n a l l y ,  a t  2300 
t h e  chopper a r r i v e d  and s h u t t l e d  u s ,  i n  t h r e e  t r i p s ,  t o  
Deadhorse. 

On J u l y  7 ,  a DC-3 p i c k e d  us  up a t  1410 and f l e w  us t o  
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F o r t  Yukon where w e  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  a t  t h e  BLM f i r e  camp. 

J u l y  8 ,  was a f a i r  day ;  we l e f t  F o r t  Yukon a t  1 1 4 5  and 
a r r i v e d  i n  Anchorage a t  1 4 5 5 .  

Noel P .  




