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The r i v e r  r e sembled  a l a r g e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h  w i t h  20 '  
v e r t i c a l  mud banks  r i s i n g  t o  f l a t ,  b r u s h  c o v e r e d  u p l a n d s .  
The w a t e r  was d a r k  brown i n  c o l o r ,  7 5 '  wide  and  6 '  d e e p ,  
and e x h i b i t e d  a c o m p l e t e  l a c k  o f  c u r r e n t .  On t h e  f l i g h t  
i n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  o u r  p u t - i n  p o i n t ,  we n o t e d  t h a t  much o f  
t h e  u p l a n d s  f o r  m i l e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  had  b u r n e d .  
We s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  on t h e  b r u s h y ,  m o s q u i t o  i n v e s t e d ,  f l a t  
u p l a n d s  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r s  e d g e .  
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A f t e r  some d i f f i c u l t y  a s s e m b l i n g  t h e  K l e p p e r  k a y a k s  i n  t h e  
b r u s h  w i t h o u t  damaging them,  we t h e n  began t h e  t a s k  o f  
moving them down t h e  s l i c k ,  muddy bank t o  t h e  w a t e r s  e d g e .  
T h e r e  was n o t  one  l e v e l  p l a c e  t o  s t a n d  a t  t h e  w a t e r s  
edge  f rom which t o  l o a d  t h e  K l e p p e r s  making t h e  j o b  f r a u g h t  
w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  g e t  w e t .  We f i n a l l y  g o t  underway w i t h  
no damage t o  t h e  b o a t s  o r  o u r s e l v e s  and  began  w hat was t o  
b e  a c o n t i n u a l  p a d d l i n g  "  f l o a t "  down t h e  H u s l i a .  

The H  u s l i a  R i  v e r  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  a r i v e r  o f  a l m o s t  c o n t i n u a l  
sameness  f o r  i t s  e n t i r e  l e n g t h .  For  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  f i r s t  
40 m i l e s  i t  h a s  20 '  h i g h  mud banks  r i s i n g  a l m o s t  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  
f rom t h e  w a t e r s  edge .  The u p l a n d s  were  a l m o s t  f l a t  and  
c o v e r e d  w i t h  w i l l o w  and a l d e r  b r u s h ,  w h i t e  s p r u c e ,  b l a c k  
s p r u c e ,  and p a p e r  b i r c h .  Much o f  t h i s  u p p e r  r i v e r  a r e a  h a s  
b e e n  b u r n e d  w i t h  d i f i e r e n t  a r e a s  a p p a r e n t l y  b e i n g  more i n t e n s e l y  
b u r n e d  t h a n  o t h e r s .  The u n d e r s t o r y  v e g e t a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
h i g h  and  low bush  c r a n b e r r y ,  b l u e b e r r y ,  L a b r a d o r  t e a ,  w i l d  
r o s e ,  mosses  and l i c h e n s .  L a k e s ,  p o n d s ,  and  bogs  were  
e x t r e m e l y  numerous a l o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  r i v e r  and  d o t  t h e  l a n d  
f o r  m i l e s  away ( p e r p e n d i c u l a r  f rom t h e  r i v e r ) .  Low r i d g e s  
( h i g h e s t  5 0 0 '  a . s . 1 .  - r i v e r  1 5 0 ' - 2 0 0 '  a . s . 1 . )  l a y  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  f rom l / 2  m i l e  t o  2 m i l e s  d i s t a n c e .  

The r i v e r  i t s e l f  was a b o u t  75 '  w i d e ,  6 - 1 0 '  d e e p ,  mud brown 
i n  c o l o r ,  and had v i r t u a l l y  no c u r r a n t  ( C l a s s  I w a t e r  on t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Whi tewater  S c a l e ) .  T h e r e  were  no  r a p i d s .  We 
had t o  p a d d l e  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  I t  was l i k e  
" f l o a t i n g "  a l o n g  na r row l a k e .  A few s m a l l  s i d e  s t r e a m s  
e n t e r e d  t h e  r i v e r  a t  i n t e r v a l s .  None c a r r i e d  a p p r e c i a b l e  
amounts  o f  w a t e r .  Views from t h e  r i v e r  and  t h e  u p l a n d s  were  
p o o r  w i t h  no o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e s .  C a m p s i t e s  on g r a v e l  b a r s  
o r  s a n d b a r s  l i k e  we u s u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a l o n g  A l a s k a n  
r i v e r s  were  n o n - e x i s t n n t  a l o n g  t h e  u p p e r  40 m i l e s  o f  r i v e r .  
Camps were  made i n  t h e  burned  a n d  b r u s h y  u p l a n d s .  



The o n l y  o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  ( e n t i r e  r i v e r ,  n o t  
o n l y  t h i s  upper  p a r t )  and i t s  immedia te  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  was 
i t s  w i l d l i f e .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  however h a s  c e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n s .  
The r i v e r  p r o v i d e s  good h a b i t a t  f o r  w h i t e - f r o n t e d  g e e s e .  
We saw 1 2  t o  20 b r o o d s  p e r  day  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r  

goslings p e r  b r o o d ;  p l u s  s e e i n g  many a d u l t  w h i t e - f r o n t e d  
g e e s e  e a c h  day  t h a t  were i n  f l i g h t  o r  f o r  some unknown 
r e a s o n  we c o u l d  n o t  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e y  had  g o s  l i n g s .  
J u n e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  b i o l o g i s t s  i s  t h e  p r i m e  month t o r  
s e e i n g  t h e  g e e s e  on t h e  r i v e r .  A f t e r  t h e  c h i c k s  a r e  o l d e r  
t h e y  t e n d  t o  move o f f  t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a k e s .  The 
r i v e r  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  good h a b i t a t  f o r  b e a v e r ,  o t t e r ,  and  
m u s k r a t s .  Beaver  were  f r e q u e n t l y  o b s e r v e d ,  b e a v e r  l o d g e s ,  c u t  
w i l l o w s ,  and b e a v e r  t r a c k s  were  p l e n t i f u l .  Two o t t e r  were  
o b s e r v e d  a s  w e l l  a s  some m u s k r a t s .  Only one  moose was s e e n  
a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r ,  however t h e  h a b i t a t  i s  e x c e l l e n t  and  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  b i o l o g i s t s  and l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H u s l i a  and  G a l e n a ,  
moose a r e  b o t h  p l e n t i f u l  and  l a r g e .  Because  o f  t h e  b r u s h y  
u p l a n d s  and  h i g h  banks  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  
many moose would be  s e e n  on a f l o a t  t r i p .  

The l o w e r  70 m i l e s  o f  r i v e r  changed l i t t l e  f rom t h e  u p p e r  
s e c t i o n .  V e g e t a t i o n  was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  
had n o t  been  burned  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  The s t e e p  mud banks  
became g e n e r a l l y  l o w e r  ( 5 ' - 1 0 ' ) .  A f i v e  m i l e  l o n g  r i d g e  
p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  B i l l y  Hawk C r e e k .  
The H u s l i a  R i v e r  c h a n g e s  c o u r s e  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end  o f  t h e  
r i d g e  from e a s t  n o r t h  e a s t  t o  s o u t h .  T h i s  r i d g e  was d i f f e r e n t  
i n  t h a t  i t  was c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  and  was 
t h e  h i g h e s t  ( 6 7 5  ' a . s . 1 . )  l a n d  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

T h e  r i v e r  a l s o  began t o  widen  g r a d u a l l y .  I t  a v e r a g e d  a b o u t  
1 2 5 '  i n  w i d t h  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  few m i l e s  where it was a b o u t  
200 '  i n  w i d t h .  I t  reimained mud brown i n  c o l o r  w i t h  no 
d i s c e r n i b l e  c u r r e n t  however .  A few l a r g e  t r i b u t a r i e s  
e n t e r e d  t h e  r i v e r  a l o n g  t h i s  lower  s e c t i o n ,  n o t a b l y  B i l l y  
Hawk C r e e k ,  N u l i t n a  R i v e r ,  Tom Cook S l o u g h ,  and  F i r s t  H i l l s  
S l o u g h .  S c e n e r y  d i d  n o t  change  a p p r e c i a b l y  e v e n  t h o u g h  we 
c o u l d  s e e  t h e  3500'  h i g h  P u r c e l l  Moun ta ins  which  l a i d  some 
20 m i l e s  away t o  t h e  n o r t h .  S a n d b a r s  began t o  a p p e a r  a t  
r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  a t  l a r g e  bends  a l o n g  t h i s  l o w e r  s e c t i o n  of  
r i v e r  which o f f e r e d  good camping s i t e s .  W i l d l i f e  o b s e r v a t i o n  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  be excellent. O t h e r  b i r d l i f e  s e e n  a l o n g  t h e  
r i v e r  b e s i d e s  t h a t  p r e v i o u s l y  men t ioned  i n c l u d e s  d u c k s  
(most commonly s e e n  were w i g e o n s ) ,  a v a r i e t y  o f  p a s s e r i n e s ,  
a l a r g e  bank swal low c o l o n y ,  g r e a t  g r a y  owl ,  g r e a t  h o r n e d  
o w l ,  a n d  a hawk owl .  N o r t h e r  p i k e  were  c a u g h t  m a i n l y  
s m a l l  c r e e k s  and s l o u g h s  j o i n e d  t h e  r i v e r .  The r i v e r  p r o v i d e s  
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good p i k e  f i s h e r y .  Only one g r a y l i n g  was c a u g h t  ( a l o n g  t h e  
lower  r i v e r ) .  We were on t h e  r i v e r  t o o  e a r l y  i n  t h e  s e a s o n  
t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  salmon f i s h e r y  a l t h o u g h  g i l l  n e t s  were s e t  a t  
t h e  mouth of  F i r s t  H i l l s  S lough  and on t h e  Koyukuk R i v e r ( b y  local people)
Two c a b i n s  were s e e n ,  one b e l o n g i n g  t o  Bobby Vent o f  
H u s l i a  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  N u l i t n a  R i v e r  and t h e  o t h e r  a t  
t h e  mouth o f  Tom Cook S lough .  
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We p a d d l e d  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  H u s l i a  on t h e  Koyukuk R i v e r  
( t h e  H u s l i a  j o i n s  t h e  Koyukuk a b o u t  s e v e n  m i l e s  ups t ream)  
l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  We had e n j o y e d  f i v e  c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s  
o f  s u n s h i n e  w i t h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n  t h e  + 8 0 '  s  w i t h  t o d a y  b e i n g  
t h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  w i t h  heavy r a i n  and c o o l e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s .  
We s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  a t  t h e  N a t i v e  owned Bin Googa Lodge 
which was a new f a c i l i t y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  two bedrooms w i t h  
a s i n g l e  bed i n  e a c h  room and a one room o f f i c e .  I t  was 
abou t  1 / 2  m i l e  from t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  a i r s t r i p  s o  we h i r e d  
a l o c a l  r e s i d e n t  t o  h a u l  o u r  g e a r  i n  a p i c k u p  t o  t h e  a i r s t r i p .  
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We f l e w  from H u s l i a  t o  Galena  v i a  Wien where F r a n ,  E l l i o t t ,  
-and S c o t t  c a u g h t  a n o t h e r  f l i g h t  home. I s t a y e d  o v e r n i g h t  
a t  Galena  AFB w i t h  a new crew who had f lown i n  t o  Galena t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S e l a w i k  R i v e r  
s t a r t i n g  on J u n e  1 9 .  

Genera l  

We c o v e r e d  t h e  110 m i l e  l o n g  H u s l i a  p l u s  s e v e n  m i l e s  o f  t h e  
Koyukuk i n  s i x  d a y s  o f  s t e a d y ,  day  a f t e r  d a y ,  p a d d l i n g .  The 
o n l y  o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  t r i p  was t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  p a r t i -
c u l a r l y  t h e  w a t e r f o w l .  The H u s l i a  R i v e r  i s  C l a s s  I w a t e r  w i t h  
t h e  o n l y  h a z a r d ,  i f  i t  c a n  be c a l l e d  t h a t ,  i t s  s l i c k  
muddy banks  and bot tom.  I t  o f f e r s  an u n e v e n t f u l  f l o a t  t r i p  
p r o b a b l y  any t i m e  of  t h e  summer e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  i n  J u n e  when 
t h e  g e e s e  a r e  t h e r e .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  even  t h i s  i s  enough 
t o  e n t i c e  p e o p l e  t o  f l o a t  t h e  r i v e r  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  




