
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memo 
TO : F i l e s  

FROM : Pat  Pourchot 

SUBJECT: F i e l d  Inspec t ion  of Bremner River ,  (and lower Copper River)  
August 26-September 1, 1976 

The Bremner River i s  c u r r e n t l y  proposed i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  be fo re  
Congress f o r  i n c 1 u s i o n  i n  t h e  Nat ional  Wild and Scenic Rivers  
System a s a wild r i v e r  a r e a .  The e n t i r e  dra inage  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
a p a r t  of t h e  proposed Wrangell Mountain Nat ional  F o r e s t .  

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  were t h e  fol lowing personnel :  

J e r r y  Coutant - USFS, Anchorage 
Larry Kajdan - BLM, Glennal len 
David Cohen - NPS, Anchorage 
Pat Pourchot - BOR, Anchorage 

August 26 

The previous  day, Dave and I had d r iven  t o  C r y s t a l  Lake, about 
Mile 4 3  of t h e  McCarthy Road. We spent  t h e  n i g h t  a t  t h e  smal l ,  
g rassy  a i r s t r i p  t h e r e .  Nice n i g h t  under t h e  s t a r s .  Saw r e d -  
t a i l e d  hawk near  a i r s t r i p  i n  e a r  l y  morning. 

The BLM f i r e  h e l i c o p t e r  a r r i v e  a t  7:10 a.m., with Larry from 
Glennal len.  A f t e r  loading  up, Dave and I f l ew over Ch i t ina  
River ,  up Klu River ,  up Monahan Creek, over  t h e  o ld  Golconda 
mining a r e a  (where we were f lagged down by two o lde r  men, 
apparen t ly  miners but may be h u n t e r s ,  who wanted us  t o  have 
C h i t i n a  c h a r t e r  people t o  pick them u p ) ,  down Golconda Creek 
and then  down North Fork of t h e  Bremner t o  Middle Fork 
confluence.  Arrived p u t - i n  camp on Middle Fork one mi le  -
above North Fork a t  8:00 a.m. Clearwater  creek comes i n t o  
r i v e r  ( g l a c i a l )  behind camp. Larry and J e r r y  (who f lew i n t o  
C r y s t a l  Lake s t r i p  t h a t  morning) a r r i v e d  about 10:00 a.m. 

Severa l  o l d  c a b i n s ,  mining s t r u c t u r e s  ( lode  mining) i n  
Golconda pass  a r e a .  Old t r a i l  up Pocket Creek t o  mines from 
Monahan Creek and Klu River .  No t r a i l  down t o  Bremner; ve ry  
rough, t h i c k ,  s t e e p  t e r r a i n  down i n t o  N .  Fork. 

\ 
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In flying over, N.F. 12-mile canyon didn't look that bad except 
for very narrow rock slot/drop near canyon entrance near Amy 
Creek - looked like no room to scout, line, portage. Rest 
looked like swift, continuous Class III-IV whitewater with 
sharp turns, scattered holes, and lots of standing waves. No 
apparent drops or falls and few exposed boulders in channel. 
Walls very steep and brushy - often vertical. 

Old moose tracks o n  bar at camp. Found 2-2 1/2" gill cover 
and section of large fish backbone along little clearwater creek 
by camp - apparently salmon. Also 7-inch trout-like fish dead 
in bottom of pool in creek. 

Middle Fork 18-20 yards wide, 2-3' deep, 5-7 mph current. Small 
rapids - no exposed rocks, 1-2' waves, Class I whitewater. 
Very silty. Evidence of recent higher water in several now- 
dry channels around camp. Nice sand for tent sites. 

7:00 a.m., Crystal Lake air 43°F.; 8:00 a.m., camp air 43"; 
9:00 a.m. M.F. water 37"; 6:00 p.m., air 5 6 " ,  water 40". -
Mostly cloudy today. 

In afternoon we hiked up North Fork canyon, leaving'camp at 
12:40 p.m., and returning about 6:00 p.m. We covered about 
four miles roundtrip, reaching a point on the N.F. about 
three miles above M.F. confluence (at boundary of Bering 
Glacier and McCarthy Quadrangles). We hiked up along canyon 
rim; good views down into canyon but hard to see far UD or 
downstream because of tight bends. One mile above confluence 
Class III whitewater, fast with all but a couple huge rocks 
covered; 2-3' holes and standing waves. Water down-3-4' from 
previous high levels. 

Three miles above confluence some Class IV constrictions and 
sharp turns with water piling up on sides and. rocks. But still 
places to sneak-readily kayakable. Climbed down about 200 feet 
to river at one point but too tough a climb to attempt more 
than once. 

We left river at quad boundary and hiked uphill (east) and then 
south to camp along base of mountain. Very hard going. Lots 
of ravines, alders, devil's club and brush. Lots of stumbling, 
swinging, and cursing leader. Going up much easier through 
more open mature spruce-birch forest. 



- .  
and b  i r c h  pre dominant  r r r e s ,  b u t  a l s o  mountain a s h ,  wi l low 
t r e e s  ( 6 - 8  i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r ) ,  e l d e r b e r r y .  A l so  l a r g e  aspen 
on d r y  r i d g e s ,  r a s p b e r r y ,  h i g h  and low bush c r a n b e r r y ,  bunch 
b e r r y ,  dog b e r r y ,  a l o n g  r i v e r  K inn ik inn i ck .  

Lo t s  o f  ch i ckadees  (b l ackcap  and a few b o r e a l ) ,  some b e a r  s i g n ,  
moose browse a r e a s  s e e n .  

When we r e t u r n e d  t o  camp r i v e r  had r i s e n  6-8". 

August  27 

High o v e r c a s t  i n  morning,  p a r t l y  c loudy  i n  a f t e r n o o n .  
7:00 a.m.,  a i r  43O, w a t e r  37O; 4:00 p.m., a i r  60° ,  wa t e r  
43O; 7:30 p.m., a i r  54o. R ive r  dropped 6-8" o v e r n i g h t .  

L e f t  camp 8:45 a.m.,  and h i k e d  up Middle Fork abou t  a  m i l e  
b e f o r e  be ing  s topped  by s t e e p  c a n y o n / c l i f f  s i d e s  a l o n g  s o u t h  
bank.  We t h e n  h iked  up t o  a h i g h  p o i n t  o f  l a n d  (marked 
e l e v a t i o n  1525 on map) and t h e n  down t o  a s m a l l  l a k e  shown on 
map. A f t e r  e a t i n g  l u n c h  a t  l a k e  we r e t u r n e d  t o  MF g e n e r a l l y  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c l e a r w a t e r  c r e e k  back t o  camp. Away from r i v e r  
i t  was h a r d ,  s t e e p ,  b ru shy  h i k i n g ,  l o t s  o f  a l d e r  and 
w i l l ow .  Along M.F. up from camp over  1 / 2  m i l e  o f  o l d  r i v e r  
t e r r a c e  w i t h  l e v e l ,  l i c h e n - c o v e r e d  t e r r a i n  w i t h  w ide ly  s c a t t e r e d  
s p r u c e .  A r r i v e d  a t  camp 4:00 p.m., f i v e  m i l e s  r o u n d t r i p .  

Saw f l o c k  o f  bohemian wax-wings a long  r i v e r ,  l o t s  o f  beaver  
work ings ,  r u s t y  b l a c k b i r d s ,  l o o n  a t  l a k e .  Saw s p r u c e  hen,  some 
o l d  b e a r ,  moose s i g n  - n o t  much ev idenceof  r e c e n t  l a r g e  game 
an ima l s  o r  any an ima l s  f o r  t h a t m a t t e r .  

B e a u t i f u l  s c e n e r y ;  good views up and a c r o s s  M.F. v a l l e y ;  
mounta ins  a l l  a round ,  l a k e  v e r y  p i c t u r e s q u e  w i t h  a l d e r - c o v e r e d  
and t h e n  a l p i n e - t u n d r a  cove red  m o u n t a i n s  -i n  immediate back-
ground.  Although mounta ins  a l l  a round d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a c h  a l p i n e  
count ry .  because  of h i g h  t r e e  and b rush  l i n e  ( abou t  3000 f e e t )  
compared t o  low r i v e r  e l e v a t i o n  (about  650 f e e t )  and v e r y  s t e e p ,  
b rushy  t e r r a i n .  

Mosqui toes  l i g h t  bu t  w h i t e  sox  and a  we i rd  r e d  b i t i n g  f l y  bad 
a t  t i m e s .  
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J e r r y  had hiked down r i d g e  i n  back of camp, r e p o r t e d  good 
views down Bremner but  brushy going (had sc rape  mark a c r o s s  
forehead t o  prove i t ) .  

August 2 8 

Clear  s k i e s  tu rn ing  most ly  cloudy by evening. 7:00 a.m., 
a i r  36O, water 36o; 5:00 p.m., a i r  58", water  41°. 

L e f t  camp 9:30, a r r i v e d  new camp 4 : 1 5 .  Traveled  1 7  mi les  i n  
t h r e e  hours on water .  Easy, fun day, l i t t l e  paddl ing .  

North Fork entered  one mi le  from camp 1 / 3  t o  1 / 2  more volume 
than  M.F. F i r s t  two o r  t h r e e  mi les  Class  I I wi th  2-3 f o o t  
s t and ing  waves i n  a  couple  s p o t s .  One Class  III bend wi th  
ledge  drop of 2-3 f e e t  over  h a l f  o f  r i v e r  wi th  s tanding  
waves below but p r e t t y  e a s i l y  sneaked on i n s i d e  of curve.  
Then choppy Class  I whitewater  - very few exposed rocks.  
Very s w i f t  c u r r e n t  averaging s i x  mph. 

Ate lunch a t  P r i c e  Creek, a c l ea rwa te r  s t ream. Found jaw 
and backbone remains of smal l  salmon-looked l i k e  female. 

We stopped j u s t  above en t rance  t o  Threemile Canyon(boundary between 
Sec t ion  1 5  and 16 on Cordova D - 1  Quad) and walked down along 
r i v e r  and up on top  of small  gorge t o  scou t  r a p i d s .  F i r s t  
drop a t  en t rance  b i g g e s t  r a p i d  i n  300-400 yard  s t r e t c h  of 
r a p i d s  i n  canyon. I t ' s  a ledge drop w i t h  a b i g  4 - foo t  t rough 
and r o l l e r  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  - Class  I I I  - I V ,  no t  much water 
breaking backwards i n t o  t rough and t h e  r a f t s  rode r i g h t  over 
wi th  l i t t l e  water coming i n .  Below were s e v e r a l  t i g h t ,  rock-wal l  
bends wi th  3-4 '  s t and ing  waves over one-hal f  of  r i v e r  but  we 
e a s i l y  sneaked them along t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of r i v e r  - Class  III. 

Rest  of Threemile Canyon easy Class  I and I1 water r e q u i r i n g  
no s c o u t i n g .  B e a u t i f u l  narrow rock canyon 50-100 f e e t  deep,  
25-50 yards wide. River  mostly wal l  t o  wa l l  bu t  s e v e r a l  n i c e  
b a r s  and two small  c l e a r w a t e r  c reeks  coming i n  made e x c e l l e n t  
s topping  p l a c e s .  Canyon ends 1 / 2  mi le  above South Fork. 



Righ t  a t  S.F.  con f luence  i s  a b i g  h o l e  and r o l l e r  about  10 
y a r d s  wide over  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  Although it i s  e a s i l y  
avo ided  Dave and I went r i g h t  i n t o  i t ,  f e e l i n g  somewhat c h e a t e d  
o f  t h r i l l s  i n  Threemi le  Canyon. Here we took  i n  more wa te r  
( g a l l o n s )  t han  anywhere on t r i p ,  soak ing  t h e  bowman (Dave) 
from t h e  t o p  of h i s  head t o  h i s  t o e s .  

South  Fork about  t h e  s i z e  of the  M.F .  above t h e  N .  Fork.  
A f t e r  S .F. we g o t  f i r s t  c l o s e - u p  views o f  g l a c i e r s  on s i d e  o f  
v a l l e y  and on downriver  mountains .  Although no r a p i d s  e x i s t ,  
t h e  r i v e r  p inches  down t o  20-25 y a r d s  between two pains of  rock  
about  1 1 / 2  m i l e s  below S .F . ; ve ry  s c e n i c .  

We camped a t  v e r y  sma l l  c l e a r w a t e r  t r i b u t a r y  which d r a i n s  a 
sma l l  marshy pond 1 / 4  m i l e  from t h e  r i v e r  about  two m i l e s  
below S.F.  L i t t l e  pond i s  dammed up by beaver  and l o t s  o f  
beaver  c u t t i n g s  and t r a i l s  around.  S i x  t r u m p e t e r  swans, f o u r  
a d u l t s  and two c i g n e t s ,  were on pond. They t rumpeted  f r e q u e n t l y  
d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  

Saw b a l d  e a g l e ,  hawk (goshawk?), f l o c k  o f  bohemian wax-wings. 
Bear ,  moose t r a c k s  a t  new camp. O t t e r  t r a c k s  a t  s e v e r a l  c l e a r -  
w a t e r  t r i b u t a r i e s .  

Most o f  day r i v e r  i n  s i n g l e  channe l .  A f t e r  S .F.  i n  f r o n t  o f  
camp r i v e r  i n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  channe l s  s e p a r a t e d  by low, narrow 
g r a v e l  b a r s .  A c t i v e  r i v e r  bottom 75-100 y a r d s  wide.  R i f f l e s  
5-7 mph c u r r e n t ,  p o o l s  o r  " r u n s "  -3-4 mph c u r r e n t ,  2 - 4 f e e t  deep 
a l t h o u g h  much deeper  i n  canyon. 

Most ly  wh i t e  s p r u c e - b i r c h  f o r e s t  w i t h  a l d e r ,  w i l l ow  u n d e r s t o r .  
Some aspen on d r y ,  s o u t h - f a c i n g  s l o p e s .  A few p o p l a r  o r  cottonwood

Bugs l i g h t  i n  even ing .  Wi l son ' s  185 w i t h  BLM " checker-uppers"  
from Glenna l l en  over  t oday .  

August 2 9 

Mostly sunny and c l e a r .  7:00 a.m. a i r  40°, w a t e r  36";  1 :30  p.m., 
a i r  60"; 7 :30  p.m.,  a i r  5 6 O ,  wate r  47". 10-20 mph headwinds 
i n  a f t e r n o o n .  

L e f t  camp 9:40 a .m. ,  a r r i v e d  new camp 6:10 p.m. T rave l ed  1 3  m i l e s  
i n  six hours  on w a t e r ,  mos t ly  h a r d ,  s t e a d y  padd l ing  from one mi l e  
below Salmon Creek con f luence  due t o  headwinds and s low,  sha l low  
w a t e r .  



- Stopped a t  Salmon Creek (missed l i t t l e  channe l  on r i g h t  and 
had t o  h i k e  back u p r i v e r  t o  o u t l e t )  saw b a l d  e a g l e ,  b e a r  
and wolf t r a c k s ,  and p a r t i a l  remains  o f  dead salmon - looked 
l i k e  p ink  o r  s m a l l  r e d .  

A f t e r  Salmon Creek ,  no r e a l  r i f f l e s  o r  r a p i d s ;  c u r r e n t  2 - 3 
mph. About a m i l e  below Salmon Creek t h e  r i v e r  l e a v e s  i t s  
sma l l  v a l l e y  c l o s e l y  f l a n k e d  by b l u f f s  and r i d g e s  and e n t e r s  
g l a c i a l  f l o o d  p l a i n  1  / 2  . - 2 m i l e s  wide w i th  many c h a n n e l s .  
Most channe l s  v e r y  sha l low  1 - 3 '  deep and c h o i c e s  sometimes 
ha rd  - g o t  hung up s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

On b a r s  much sha l low  quicksand  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  known a s  
" q u a g s u c k "  ( a l m o s t ) .  Of t en  ha rd  t o  l a n d  b o a t s  and walk around.  ~ 

We t r i e d  t o  s t o p  a t  L i t t l e  Bremner R i v e r  c o n f l u e n c e  t o  h i k e  up 
t o  c a b i n  shown on map a t  MacCree1  Creek con f luence  one mi l e  above 
Bremner. But most o f  r i v e r  swings t o  f a r  s i d e  o f  v a l l e y  and we 
were unab le  t o  g e t  ove r  t o  where L i t t l e  Bremner came i n .  

A b l a c k  b e a r  c r o s s e d  b a r s  and swam r i v e r  i n  f r o n t  o f  u s .  A t  
new camp s e v e r a l  s e t s  o f  l a r g e  b e a r  t r a c k s  and o l d  moose t r a c k s .  
I n  evening saw f o u r  swans and e a g l e  a long  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  r i v e r .  

Although we had been fo l l owing  "main" channe l  a l o n g  s o u t h  bank 
i n  l a t e  p.m.,  we were unab le  t o  f i n d  good camp s i t e ,  a l t hough  
we d i d  f i l l  up wa te r  b o t t l e  a t  c l e a r  w a t e r  s t r e a m  coming o f f  of  
Bremner Mountain. So,  we c r o s s e d  r i v e r  t o  n o r t h  s i d e  and 
camped on immense, d e s o l a t e - l o o k i n g  sandba r .  C ros s ing  d i f f i c u l t  
due t o  d o w n r i v e r  winds and v e r y  sha l low  channe l s  - had t o  drag 
and l i n e  some. 

B e a u t i f u l  s c e n e r y  su r round ing  camps i t e ;  Henry G l a c i e r  a c r o s s  
Copper,  Bremner Peak t o  s o u t h ,  t h e  P e n i n s u l a  t o  n o r t h w e s t ,  
mountains  u p r i v e r  - huge d u s t  c loud  ove r  Copper caused  by 
u p r i v e r  winds.  

Vege t a t i on  s t i l l  w h i t e  sp ruce  w i t h  a  few b i r c h  (no S i t k a  spruce  
s e e n ) .  Lo t s  o f  a l d e r  on i s l a n d s  and s h o r e l i n e s .  

C lea rwa te r  s c a r c e ,  bu t  found c l e a r  p o o l s  i n  sand  by camp a t  
edge of r i v e r .  Firewood s c a r c e .  
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August 30 

Most ly  c l e a r  and sunny - a f t e r n o o n  wind 5-15 mph. 7:00 a.m., 
a i r  42o, wa t e r  40o; 12:45 p.m., a i r  60° ,  wa te r  55" (very  s h a l l o w ) ;  
6:30 p.m., a i r  58",  w a t e r  5 0 o .  R iver  d i d  n o t  d rop  o v e r n i g h t  
a s  had p r e v i o u s l y .  

Swans t rumpet ing  l a s t  n i g h t  by Pen insu l a .  Four Canada geese  over  
i n  morning. Two swans f l y i n g  up Bremner n e a r  camp. 

L e f t  camp 9 : 4 0  a.m.,  a r r i v e d  new camp one m i l e  above Copper 5:45 ppn 
Trave l ed  about  14 m i l e s  i n  6  1 / 2  hours  on w a t e r  w i t h  s t e a d v .  
moderate  padd l ing  f o r  1 / 2  time', f l o a t i n g  and e a s y  p a d d l i n g  ' 
1 / 2  t ime .  

One m i l e  below camp Bremner 'bends s h a r p l y  s o u t h  t o  p a r a l l e l  
t h e  Copper. Here s c e n e r y  s p e c t a c u l a r  w i t h  huge amph i thea t e r  o f  
mountains  and g l a c i e r s .  A t  bend c u r r e n t  3  mph and had j u s t  a s  
good l u c k  f l o a t i n g  and l e t t i n g  c u r r e n t  choose channe l s  a s  
choos ing  o u r s e l v e s .  S t i l l  we g o t  s t u c k  i n  v e r y  sha l low  s p o t s  
and had t o  g e t  o u t  and push o f f  o r  l i n e  t h rough  s e v e r a l  t imes .  
Most channe l s  6"-1 1 / 2 '  deep.  If wind had been blowing would 
have been tough .  

A f t e r  lunch  about  f i v e  m i l e s  below bend much e a s i e r  f i n d i n g  
good channe l s  - more c o n f i n e d .  A f t e r  2:30 p.m.,  headwinds came 
up and s t e a d y ,  moderate padd l ing  r e q u i r e d  t o  make headway i n  
1 - 3  mph c u r r e n t ,  coup le  p l a c e s  had t o  g e t  o u t  and l i n e /  d r a g  
b o a t s  t o  deeper  channe l .  Channels n e a r  c o n f l u e n c e  n o t  l i k e  
shown on map-most w a t e r  goes  o u t  a c r o s s  sand f l a t s  toward 
Copper wh i l e  on ly  v e r y  sma l l  channe l  was a long  e a s t  s i d e  n e x t  
t o  mountain s l o p e .  

We k e p t i n  smal l  channe l  t o  f i n d  s u i t a b l e  camp s i t e  - n i c e  sand 
b a r  between Bremner and Wernicke R i v e r s ,  a l i t t l e  c l e a r  wate r  
i n  p o o l s  and t r i c k l e s  o u t  of  sand bank b u t  we had t o  r e l y  on 
w a t e r  jug f i l l e d  e a r l i e r  i n  day.  

No sp ruce  a long  r i v e r ,  o n l y  a few s c a t t e r e d  cottonwood. Mostly 
a l d e r .  Small  wi l lows growing around new camp. 

Saw e a g l e  n e s t  i n  cot tonwood,  magpie,  two t e a l ,  p igeon  hawk 
( m e r l i n ) ,  b a l d  e a g l e .  Bear ( looked l i k e  b l a c k )  c r o s s i n g  from 
west  side of  Copper, a c r o s s  sand f l a t s  and a c r o s s  Bremner i n  
evening above camp, wease l  i n  camp. Bear ,  o t t e r  t r a c k s  on b a r s .  



Scenery  from new camp a g a i n  s p e c t a c u l a r :  P e n i n s u l a  t o  n o r t h ,  
A l l e n  G l a c i e r  t o  wes t ,  B a i r d  Canyon t o  s o u t h ,  mountains  a t  ou r  
backs  t o  e a s t .  Again,  b i g  d u s t  c loud  o v e r  Copper around P e n i n s u l a  
and n o r t h .  During day pas sed  sand  dunes 10-20 f e e t  h igh  a long  
west  bank. 

August 31 

P a r t l y  c loudy  most o f  day ,  a l t h o u g h  mos t ly  c l o u d y  s o u t h  o f  u s  
and mos t ly  c l e a r  n o r t h  o f  u s .  Rain  i n  even ing .  6:40 a.m., 
a i r  40o , w a t e r  44o; 1 :45  p .m. ,  a i r  5 2  o  ,  w a t e r  (Copper) 45o; 
4:30 p.m., a i r  4 9 o ,  wa t e r  4 4 o  (below Mi l e s  G l a c i e r ) .  

L e f t  camp 9:10 a.m., a r r i v e d  new camp between M i l l i o n  D o l l a r  
Br idge  and C h i l d s  G l a c i e r  5:30 p.m. T rave l ed  one m i l e  on 
Bremner' and 1 7  m i l e s  on Copper River  i n  s i x  h o u r s  on wate r  w i t h  
l i g h t  t o  s t e a d y ,  moderate  p a d d l i n g  above M i l e s  G l a c i e r  and 
f l o a t i n g  below. 

A t  Bremner con f luence  saw s e a l  i n  r i v e r .  Saw 10-12 s e a l s  
d u r i n g  day a l l  way down t o  new camp. Looked l i k e  s p o t t e d  
s e a l s .  

Right  below Bremner p a r t  of  Copper goes between rock  bank 
and rock  i s l a n d  caus ing  s h o r t  C l a s s  II-IIIr a p i d  wi th  3-4 '  
s t a n d i n g  waves. Although e a s i l y  avoided by go ing  on west s i d e  
of r i v e r  o r  e a s i l y  sneaked down e a s t  s i d e ,  we went th rough  okay 
and took  a l i t t l e  w a t e r .  

Ba i rd  Canyon s t r i k i n g  w i t h  s h e e r  mountains  t ower ing  over  narrow 
r i v e r  on e a s t .  No r a p i d s ,  3-4 mph c u r r e n t .  Stopped i n  canyon 
above A l l e n  River  t o  l ook  a t  h i s t o r i c  Copper R i v e r  Ra i l road  -
a l s o  t e n t  frame t h e r e  and work road used  by highway Department.  
i n  now-suspended a t t e m p t  t o  c o n s t r u c t  road  g e n e r a l l y  fo l l owing  
o l d  r a i l r o a d  g rade .  R a i l r o a d  t r e s t l e  washed o u t  over  smal l  c r e e k ;  
work road  c u l v e r t  c r o s s i n g  of  c r e e k  a l s o  washed o u t .  

Stopped and scou ted  Abercrombie Rapids .  Saw b e a r  and people  t r a c k :  
Rapids C l a s s  II - 2 '  s t a n d i n g  waves, c o u l d  be  canoed by 
expe r i enced  peop le  o r  e a s i l y  sneaked by l e s s - e x p e r i e n c e d  p e o p l e .  
Very f a s t  c u r r e n t  7 - 8 mph. We went down midd le  and jumped 
up and down i n  r a f t  and s t i l l  d i d n ' t  n e t  much o u t  o f  r a  p  i d-
v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  b u t  p r o b a b l y  more e x c i t i n g  i n  peak 
me l t  t ime  ( J u l y ) .  



Ate lunch  below r a p i d s  and watched p igeon  hawk (mer l i n )  and two 
magpies p l a y  c a t  and mouse. Although f a l c o n  made many d i v e s  
and p a s s e s  neve r  r e a l l y  connec ted  and magpies seemed unshaken.  
We s a y  young magpie c r e e p i n g  around - p a r e n t s  p robab ly  d i s t r a c t i n g  
f a l c o n  from young. 

Mi les  Lake was n o t  r e a l l y  a l a k e .  The wa te r  had receeded  i n t o  
a l a r g e  channe l  which f lowed around t h e  e a s t e r n  and s o u t h e r n  
p e r i m e t e r  of  t h e  "Lake"  exposing a 2 - 3 f o o t  h i g h  s i l t  f l a t  
over  most o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  l a k e  a s  shown on Cordova 
C - 2 quad rang le .  C u r r e n t  above Mi les  G l a c i e r  2-3 mph, below t o  
M i l l i o n  D o l l a r  Br idge 1 - 2 mph. 

Due t o  headwinds we padd led  s t e a d i l y  t o  Mi l e s  G l a c i e r ,  s t o p p i n g  
on b a r  o p p o s i t e  g l a c i e r  t o  v iew and t o  warm up - v e r y  c o l d .  
Mi l e s  G l a c i e r  huge and ominous w i t h  l o t s  o f  c r a c k i n g ,  g roan ing ,  
and i c e  c a l v i n g  o f f .  Below Mi les  we j u s t  d r i f t e d  downriver 
amoung t h e  many smal l  i c e  b e r g s  and cakes  t o  M i l l i o n  D o l l a r  
Br idge .  Wind d i e d  and wa te r  a lmos t  g l a s s y .  Very b e a u t i f u l  
w i t h  Miles  Glacier  t o  r e a r  and C h i l d s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  fo reground  
and mountains  a l l  around.  

Under b r i d g e  r i v e r  5- 6 mph. We camped 200 y a r d s  below b r i d g e  
i n  f u l l  view o f  C h i l d s  G l a c i e r ,  300 y a r d s  downriver,  Childs 
c r acked  and groaned i n  even ing .  Numerous i c e  b e r g s  and cakcs  
c r a s h e d  i n t o  each  o t h e r  and grounded on r i v e r  bottom i n  f r o n t  
of  camp a l l  evening and n i g h t .  Although s t a r t l i n g  and somewhat 
u n s e t t l i n g ,  t h e  n o i s e  gave one a g r e a t  s e n s a t i o n  of a dynamic 
e a r t h  and t h e  tremendous power of  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s .  

I n  evening we h iked  ove r  M i l l i o n  D o l l a r  Br idge .  Although 1964 
ea r thquake  knocked one span down of highway b r i d g e  (conver ted  
from o r i g i n a l  1910 r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e ) ,  highway depar tment  h a s  
pu t  i n  a temporary  p l a n k  and s t e e l  i n c l i n e  which spans  gap i n  
b r i d g e .  No ev idence  o f  r e c e n t  u s e  of  b r i d g e  o r  road  (we found 
o u t  l a t e r  t r a f f i c  c l o s e d  j u s t  beyond 1st  b r i d g e  a t  Flag P o i n t ) .  

No c l e a r  wa te r  a t  camp - c l e a r  wa te r  p o o l s  a t  Abercrombie. 



September 1 

High o v e r c a s t ,  d r i z z l y  and r a i n y  i n  a f t e r n o o n .  '7:OO a.m., 
a i r  4 4 o ,  wa t e r  43"; 2:00 p.m., a i r  5 2 o  ,  wate r  44o. 

L e f t  camp 9 : 4 5  a.m.,  a r r i v e d  F l ag  P o i n t  3:30 p.m. T rave l ed  
a b o u t  24 m i l e s  i n  abou t  4  1 / 2 hours  o f  f l o a t i n g  - no p a d d l i n g .  
G r e a t ,  e a sy  day.  

P a s s i n g  by f a c e  o f  C h i l d ' s  G l a c i e r  uneasy ,  b u t  no c a l v i n g  
occu r r ed  - v e r y  s p e c t a c u l a r  under shadow o f  8 0 - f o o t  w a l l  of  i c e .  
Below G l a c i e r  100 y a r d s  of  3 -4 '  r o l l i n g  waves, a  coup le  b r e a k i n g .  
Fun down middle ,  o n l y  one s p l a s h  over  bow of  b o a t .  Could e a s i l y  
be sneaked by open canoe on l e f t  o r  r i g h t .  Waves b i g g e r  t h a n  
Abercrombie.  Cur r en t  7-8 mph. 

More s e a l s  below C h i l d s  - s e v e r a l  h a u l e d  o u t  on g r a v e l  b a r s .  
S t i l l  l o t s  of  i c e  b e r g s  b u t  many grounding  o u t  on sha l low  
b a r s  and r i f f l e s .  

Lunch a t  c l e a r w a t e r  c r e e k  two m i l e s  below Goodwin G l a c i e r  
r i v e r  con f luence  on west  bank. Only c l e a r w a t e r  s t r eams  seen  
d u r i n g  day.  Saw 20 dusky Canadian g e e s e .  

R ive r  6-8  mph most o f  day  - v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  f l o a t i n g  - s t a y e d  
i n  main channe l ,  no d i f f i c u l t  c h o i c e s ,  no r e a l  danger  o f  
m i s s i n g  b r i d g e  t a k e - o u t .  Main channe l  s t a y s  c l o s e  t o  mountains  
on wes t  s i d e  of  v a l l e y  most of  t h e  way down. 

Saw s e v e r a l  b a l d  e a g l e s  - saw no sheep o r  g o a t s  on h i l l s i d e  
d e s p i t e  l o t s  o f  g l a s s i n g .  Saw a n o t h e r  p igeon  hawk. 

Could h e a r  heavy machinery and cou ld  s e e  c r a n e s  a g a i n s t  s k y l i n e  
o v e r  f l a t  d e l t a  a r e a .  Highway Dept. working on b r i d g e s  spanning 
i s l a n d s  a c r o s s  Copper River  D e l t a .  

Scenery  s t i l l  g r e a t  w i t h  mountains r i s i n g  s t e e p l y  a long  west  
bank. Only o c c a s i o n a l  cottonwoods - m o s t l y  a l d e r  a long  r i v e r  
and on a d j a c e n t  s l o p e s .  

Took o u t  on upst ream s i d e  of  Cordova Road b r i d g e  i n  sma l l  back-
w a t e r .  S e a l  a t  t a k e - o u t .  C a l l e d  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  from Highway 
Department s t a t i o n  1 / 2  m i l e  up road .  FS r i g  came o u t ,  p i cked  
us  up and took us  i n t o  Cordova ( 2 8  m i l e s ) .  Spent  n i g h t  i n  
C o r d o v a  and f lew t o  A n c h o r a g e  n e s t  day v i a  Alaska A i r l i n e s .  



I 

Genera l  

I n  f i v e  days on r i v e r  covered 4 5  m i l e s  o f  Bremner River  and 
4 1  m i l e s  on Copper River  averag ing  f i v e  hours  a day on w a t e r .  

The upper  two f i f t h s  o f  Bremner s w i f t ,  narrow, r i f f l e s ,  and r a p i d s .  
The lower 3 / 5  wide,  b r a i d e d ,  s low and sha l low.  Except f o r  
M  i l e s  Lake, Copper s w i f t ,  b i g ,  some s t a n d i n g  waves. Except f o r  
lower Bremner, an e x c e l l e n t  f l o a t i n g  r i v e r .  Upr iver  winds could  
be problem on s lower  s t r e t c h e s .  Not f o r  novice  o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
c a n o e i s t s .  Not r e a l l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  f o r  k a y a k i s t s .  C lea rwa te r  
s c a r c e ,  must b r i n g  wa te r  jug.  

W i l d l i f e  viewing f a i r  t o  good (no moose, sheep ,  g o a t s ,  
wolves s e e ,  bu t  p robably  v a r i e s  w i t h  s e a s o n ) .  S e a l s  common and 
of s p e c i a l  a t t r a c t i o n  a s  t h e y  a r e  50 m i l e s  from ocean.  Spor t  
f i s h i n g  poor t o  n o n - e x i s t e n t .  Trumpter swans a long  Bremner a l s o  
of  s p e c i a l  v a l u e .  

Scenery s p e c t a c u l a r .  Mountain-Glacier  t e r r a i n  seemingly 
unending,  and a long Copper unsurpassed  by any o t h e r  major 
r i v e r  i n  Alaska t h a t  I know. Threemile  Canyon on Bremner and 
Bai rd  Canyon on Copper o u t s t a n d i n g .  

The Bremner i s  a  w i l d e r n e s s  i n  t h e  t r u e s t  s ense  - we saw no 
s i g n s  of  man along r i v e r .  D e s p i t e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s  C o p p e r
v e r y  p r i m i t i v e .  

Hiking v e r y  rough i n  whole r i v e r  a r e a .  




