
Important Information About the 
Alaska River Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even decades after they were 
written.  However, we recommend that you to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of information that you will 
supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be very dangerous because of their 
remoteness, the climate, their sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper 
clothing, equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call for help if 
you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other communications tool if at all 
possible (but not usually a cell phone because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You 
should plan carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in these documents may 
no longer be accurate.  These logs were compiled long before massive land transferals 
of unreserved public land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River 
users should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where appropriate, and to 
avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some additional information Alaska native 
landowners.  You can obtain information about access on public lands from the Alaska 
Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was 
legal decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state 
fishing and hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  
More restrictive federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as 
possible searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a 
text capture process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted 
these to HTML files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated 
during these processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original 
material. 
 
 

http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.adfg.state.ak.us/
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Memorandum 
TO : F i l e s  DATE : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: Nowitna River  I n spec t i on  May 29 t o  June 6 ,  1972 

On Tuesday, May 29, 1972, I f lew v i a  c h a r t e r e d  beaver with 
two canoes and f i e l d  equipment t o  13 m i l e s  above P i l o t  Creek 
on t h e  Nowitna River .  W e  landed on a s t r a i g h t  s t r e t c h  of 
t h e  r i v e r ,  o f f  loaded t h e  equipment and t h e  p lane  f lew back 
t o  Anchorage t o  p ick  up t h e  f i e l d  team. By 4:00p.m., t he  
team from Anchorage a r r i v e d ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of Vern Clapp, USFS, 
Clay Hardy, BSFW, Mitch Henning, a temporary f o r  AGS, and 
Pe t e  Shepperd, ADF&G (McGrath) . The p lane  then  f lew t o  Ruby 
and picked up Roger Bols tad ,  BLM (Fbks) and S u l l i v a n  Wright,  
a Nat ive  from Ruby. By 6:00p.m., t h e  e n t i r e  f i e l d  team was 
assembled on t h e  Upper Nowitna River .  

The team was equipped w i th  a 19 'SS,  17'DE, bo th  Grumrnan 
canoes,  a 1 6 '  f i b e r g l a s s  SS and a Klepper Ar i a s  fo ldboa t .  
A s  w e  were scheduled f o r  8 people ,  w e  planned fou r  canoes; 
however, t h e  morning of May 29, a f t e r  I had a l r eady  l e f t  f o r  
t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of Doyon cance l l ed  o u t .  The 
f i e l d  team numbered seven men t h e  f i b e r g l a s s  16'SS was used 
s i n g l e .  

A t  6:30p.m., w e  began t h e  f l o a t , .  being 13 m i l e s  i n t o  S t a t e  
s e l e c t e d  l and  w e  pushed on t o  a campsi te  j u s t  above P i l o t  
Creek, t h e  beginning of  our  s tudy  segment. Camp was s e t  up 
a t  10:OOp.m. 

W e  a r o s e  a t  7:30a.m., on Wednesday, May 30, a t e  b r eak fa s t .  

A t  10:00p.m., w e  began t h e  f l o a t .  The r i v e r  meanders and 
moves a long a t  about  2 mph. H i l l s  border  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  
upper r eaches  w i th  b l u f f s  r i s i n g  from t h e  r i v e r s  edge i n  
p l ace s .  The water  i s  t ea- co lo red ,  n o t  r e a l l y  c l e a r .  I t  
began r a i n i n g  and t h e  wind rose .  W e  s topped t o  g e t  ou t  of 
t h e  wind a t  noon, a t e  lunch and, a f t e r  the wind abated ,  
cont inued downriver.  A t  2:30p.m., w e  s i g h t e d  a b lack  bear  
on t h e  l e f t  bank. This  was approximately 8 m i l e s  below 
P i l o t  Creek i n  t h e  "d-2" segment. I n  t h i s  a r e a  t he  h i l l s  
p u l l  back away from t h e  r i v e r  a s  it meanders through low, 
marshy ground. Gravelbars  s u i t a b l e  f o r  camping may be found 
i n s i d e  many of t h e  bends of t h e  Novi ( l o c a l  name f o r  the  
Nowitna) i n  t h e  upper r eaches .  S o l i f l u c t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from 
i c e  l e n s e s  i s  ev iden t  a long t h i s  segment. 
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A t  about  10 m i l e s  below P i l o t  Creek a  t r a p p e r ' s  cabin  was 
l o c a t e d ,  w e l l  screened from t h e  r ive r  a l though  it was no t  
f a r  from t h e  bank. These c a b i n s  and caches a r e  unobt rus ive  
and add t o  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  r ive r  s e t t i n g .  
(Our conceptua l  p l a n  recommends t h e s e  e x i s t i n g  cab ins  remain 
and be p r o t e c t e d  from vandalism by r i v e r  u s e r s ) .  A t  1 9 1 0  w e  
s topped and set up camp, having covered 28 1/2 miles t h i s  
day.  

I n  t h e  upper segment of  t h e  Novi t h e  la te ra l  boundary f o r  
t h e  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r  would n o t  need t o  exceed 100'  from the  
r ive rbank  i n  most l o c a t i o n s .  The tree growth e f f e c t i v e l y  
s c r e e n s  t h e  r i v e r .  

During t h i s  days  run ,  w e  s i g h t e d  t h r e e  b lack  b e a r s ,  one sow 
moose, 23 s p e c i e s  of b i r d s  inc lud ing  the " th rea tened"  p e r e g r i n e  
f a l c o n .  The evening was c l e a r  a s  t h e  r a i n  subsided i n  mid- 
a f t e rnoon .  

May 31,  dawned f a i r .  The t e a m  w a s  up a t  6:30a.m., and 
dur ing  b r e a k f a s t  a t  7:45a.m., a  moose came o u t  of t h e  
t imber  borde r ing  t h e  r i v e r  s o u t h  of camp and walked i n t o  t h e  
r i v e r  b e f o r e  s i g h t i n g  u s  and f l e e i n g  back i n t o  t h e  woods. 

I r a n  through t h e  BLM e v a l u a t i o n  s h e e t s  f o r  t h i s  campsite 
and p r i m i t i v e  v a l u e s  r a t e s  A ,  wh i l e  scenery  r a t e s  B.  We 
packed t h e  canoes and began t h e  days journey,  t h e  a i r  
tempera ture  w a s  56oF and t h e  water  48oF. There was no 
c louds  on t h e  hor izon.  W e  w e r e  about  3 2  m i l e s  above t h e  
Sulukna Rive r .  

On every  g r a v e l b a r  a t  which w e  s topped w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  
a g a t e s  of v a r i o u s  s i z e s  and c o l o r s .  W e  s topped a t  s e v e r a l  
b a r s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  AGS r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t a k e  geo-chem 
samples. 

A t  l l :37a.m. ,  w e  passed a  moose on a  g r a v e l b a r  on t h e  r i g h t  
bank and w i t h i n  a  q u a r t e r  m i l e  a bea r  on t h e  l e f t  bank. 
Four m i l e s  below t h i s  bea r  w e  s a w  evidence of heavy i c e  
damage on t h e  r ive rbanks  where i c e  had c u t  and pushed over 
t r e e s .  

During t h e  lunch s t o p  about  15 m i l e s  above t h e  Sulukna, I 
aga in  r a t e d  scenery  and p r i m i t i v e  v a l u e s ,  t h e  former r a t e d  B 
whi l e  t h e  l a t t e r  A .  A f t e r  lunch ,  we preceeded downstream. 
Cumulus c loud cover  began b u i l d i n g  and by l a t e  a f t e rnoon  t h e  
sky w a s  p r a c t i c c a l l y  completely o v e r c a s t .  There w a s  no wind 
nor r a i n .  The c u r r e n t  was slow and t h e  r i v e r  cont inued t o  
meander, r e q u i r i n g  much e f f o r t  t o  cover  a  l i n e a r  m i l e .  A t  
5:00p.m., we camped approximately one m i l e  above t h e  mouth 
of t h e  Sulukna River .  This  day w a s  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  "d-1" 
land .  We s i g h t e d  f o u r  b lack  bea r  and f o u r  moose and 3 6  
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s p e c i e s  of b i r d s .  

June 1, a r r i v e d  and w e  were up a t  7:30a.m., under an o v e r c a s t  
sky promising r a i n .  The r a t i n g  v a l u e  f o r  scenery  was B 
whi l e  t h e  r a t i n g  f o r  p r i m i t i v e  v a l u e s  was A a t  t h i s  camp 
s i te .  The c u r r e n t  was s t i l l  moving s lowly  a s  w e  proceeded 
downstream. 

A t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Sulukna River  t h e r e  w a s  once a  b ig  
s p r i n g  camp according  t o  S u l l i v a n  Wright ,  Our Nat ive p a r t i c i p a n t .  
S u l l i v a n  t o l d  u s  t h a t ,  as r e c e n t l y  a s  1930 ( r e c e n t l y  ? ? ? )  
t h i s  a r e a  was q u i t e  a c t i v e  dur ing  t h e  summer. There were 
f i v e  permanent c a b i n s  n e a r  t h e  mouth, none of  which remain. 

Below t h e  Sulukna River  t h e  Novi c r o s s e s  i n t o  "d-2" c o r r i d o r .  
Above t h e  Sulukna t h e  r i v e r  f lows through "d-1" lands  which 
had been Nat ive  r e g i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c y  u n t i l  December 1 4 ,  1972, 
consequent ly ,  when changed t o  "d - l " ,  t h e r e  w a s  no "d-2" 
c o r r i d o r  along t h e  r i v e r .  A s  w e  moved f u r t h e r  nor th  r e l i e f  
changes,  h i l l s  began t o  show above t h e  s c r e e n  of t r e e s  on 
t h e  r i v e r ' s  edge. A t  12:15 p.m., w e  s topped on a g rave lba r  
on t h e  l e f t  bank less t h a n  10 m i l e s  above Mastadon Creek. 
A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  v a l u e  and scenery  both r a t e d  B.  

Continuing downriver t h e  b l u f f s  c l o s e d  i n  on t h e  Novi. Bank 
swallows honeycombed one c l i f f  f a c e  comple te ly .  About one 
m i l e  above Mastadon Creek w e  stopped a t  a s lough  on which 
S u l l i v a n  Wright had a  c a b i n .  Upon approaching t h e  cabin 
from t h e  r e a r ,  a b lack  b e a r  l e f t  by t h e  f r o n t  door ,  c rossed  
a  s lough and lumbered i n t o  t h e  woods. The cab in  had been 
p r a c t i c a l l y  des t royed .  The door had been t o r n  o f f ,  t h e  
s t o v e  p i p e  r i p p e d  o u t  of  t h e  sod r o o f ,  t h e  i n s i d e  was a  
shambles and most of S u l l i v a n ' s  gea r  w a s  s t rewn about t h e  
f l o o r  o r  i n  t h e  woods nearby.  

We found h i s  s l e e p i n g  bag back i n  t h e  b rush  about  50 f e e t  
away, h i s  food t i n s  chewed open and s c a t t e r e d  and h i s  new 
snowmachine had i t s  u p h o l s t e r y  shreaded . 
We s p e n t  a  few hours  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  c a b i n ,  f a sh ion ing  a  door 
and p u t t i n g  t h i n g s  i n  o r d e r .  W e  f i n a l l y  p u t  t h e  snowmachine 
i n s i d e  t h e  c a b i n  (.six of u s )  a t  S u l l i v a n ' s  r e q u e s t .  We 
wonder how he a l o n e  w i l l  g e t  it o u t .  

A m i l e  below t h e  s lough on which t h e  c a b i n  was loca ted  w e  
came t o  t h e  mouth of Mastadon Creek and set up camp on a 
g r a v e l b a r  o p p o s i t e .  A t  8:00p.m., r a i n  began which l a s t e d  
all n i g h t .  
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June 2 ,  was a  m i s e r a b l e ,  w e t  day. Rain and wind lashed t h e  
t e n t s  a l l  day long.  W e  s a t  it o u t .  P r i m i t i v e  v a l u e  f o r  t h e  
s i t e  r a t e d  A whi l e  scenery  aga in  r a t e d  B. 

The n e x t  morning, Sunday, June 3 ,  dawned g r a y  and c o l d ,  b u t  
wi thou t  r a i n .  W e  loaded t h e  canoes a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t  and 
cont inued our  d e s c e n t  of t h e  r i v e r  towards t h e  canyon. We
were followed by a c u r i o u s  bear  f o r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  He 
ambled along t h e  bank watching u s  g l i d e  s i l e n t l y  down t h e  
r i v e r  u n t i l  w e  s lowly o u t  d i s t a n c e d  him. Within a  mi le  we 
passed a  cow moose w i t h  a  c a l f  going u p r i v e r  on t h e  same 
s i d e  a s  t h e  bea r  who w a s  coming downstream. 

A f t e r  pass ing  t h e  moose w e  e n t e r e d  t h e  canyon. This  i s  no t  
a  canyon in  t h e  t r u e  sense  of t h e  word; h i l l s  come down t o  
t h e  r i v e r ' s  edge b u t  t h e r e  a r e  no s t e e p  c l i f f s .  The r i v e r  
s t r a i g h t e n e d  b u t  t h e  v e l o c i t y  d i d  n o t  p i c k  up apprec iab ly .  
It was c o o l e r  i n  t h e  canyon than  it was above it, i n  f a c t  
t h e r e  were s t i l l  l a r g e  p i e c e s  of i c e  on t h e  banks from 
breakup. W e  s topped f o r  lunch on an i s l a n d  i n  t h e  canyon. 
The i s l a n d  would be s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  campsi te  a s  w e l l .  

A f t e r  lunch w e  moved on t o  t h e  mouth of the  Titna River .  The 
T i t n a  i s  a good s i z e d  r i v e r ,  80 f e e t  wide,  upon which t h e r e  
a r e  mining c l a i m s ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  s tudy  a r e a .  J u s t  below t h e  
T i t n a  i s  an abandoned cab in .  While a t  t h e  T i t n a  a cub 
overf lew u s  and landed on an i s l a n d  f o u r  m i l e s  down t h e  
Novi. Th i s  p l a n e  brought  f u e l  f o r  t h e  canoes (which was 
necessary  f o r  t h e  motors t o  go through t h e  e x c e s s i v e  meanders 
i n  t h e  lower r e a c h ) .  Going on downstream w e  passed another  
cab in  and cache on a  l a r g e  i s l a n d  a  m i l e  above Big Mud 
River .  Below Big Mud, n a t u r a l  bank e r o s i o n  was ev iden t  wi th  
some sweepers i n  t h e  r i v e r .  Here w e  passed from a "d-2" 
c o r r d i o r  t o  a  block of  "d-2". 

A moose w i t h  twin c a l v e s  was passed a t  7:45p.m., and j u s t  
below t h e  moose w e  came upon another  l a r g e  i s l a n d  on which 
w e  camped. 

The nex t  morning, June 4 ,  was c o l d  and o v e r c a s t .  By 10:00a.m., 
t h e  r a i n  began a s  w e  l e f t  t h e  canyon and e n t e r e d  t h e  f l a t s .  
The banks below t h e  canyon a r e  h igh ,  3 t o  6 f e e t .  Gravelbars  
w e r e  r ep laced  by mud and s i l t  b a r s  which a r e  much l e s s  
f avorab le  f o r  campsi tes .  

During t h e  morning w e  passed an abandoned BSFW t e n t  camp, 
t h e  frame of which was s t i l l  s t and ing .  Rain cont inued 
throughout t h e  morning. A t  2:00p.m., we s topped f o r  lunch. 
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  lunch w e  came upon an LCM which had a  log 
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jammed i n  i t s  p r o p e l l e r .  This  barge was ca r ry ing  f u e l  up 
t h e  Novi t o  t h e  T i tna  and then up t h e  T i tna  t o  a  mining 
claim. This  i s  g raph ic  evidence t h a t  t h e  Nowitna River i s  a  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r .  W e  have s e v e r a l  s l i d e s  of t h e  LCM 
(Landing c r a f t  medium - Navy b a r g e ) .  

Two m i l e s  above l i t t l e  Mud River w e  stopped t o  t a l k  t o  four  
campers who had come from Fairbanks.  They t o l d  us they were 
from F t .  Wainwright and had borrowed a  r i v e r b o a t ,  t r a i l e r e d  
it t o  Manley Hot Spr ings ,  then boated down t h e  Yukon t o  t he  
Novi and up t h e  Novi. They s a i d  they  planned t o  hunt  bear .  
S ix  m i l e s  f u r t h e r  downstream w e  camped. Both scenery and 
p r i m i t i v e  va lues  r a t e d  a s  B. 

June 5 ,  w e  a ro se  a t  7:45a.m., t o  a  c l e a r  day. W e  were i n  
t h e  lower reach of t h e  r i v e r  and found t h a t ,  s i n c e  t he  maps 
had been made, t h e  r i v e r  had c u t  new channels ,  s loughs had 
opened up and become " s h o r t  c u t s "  ac ros s  necks of ox bows. 

Stands of whi te  spruce on t h e  banks a r e  used by r e s i d e n t s  of 
Ruby f o r  house logs .  The r i v e r  undercu t t ing  t h e  banks, 
drops  t r e e s  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  each year .  S e l e c t i v e  c u t t i n g  
r a t h e r  than loos ing  t h e  t imber t o  t h e  r i v e r  should be permit ted 
t o  con t inue .  Campsites a r e  no t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  
boggy t e r r a i n .  For m i l e s  i n  t h e  lower reaches  t h e  Ray 
Mountains n o r t h  of t h e  Yukon a r e  v i s i b l e .  A t  7:45p.m., we 
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Novi and proceeded down the  
Yukon t o  Ruby. 

W e  s pen t  t h e  n i g h t  of June 5 i n  Ruby t r y i n g  t o  drum up 
bus iness  f o r  a  meeting. 

On June 6 w e  were a b l e  t o  g e t  a  group of 20  people toge ther  
f o r  a  two-hour meeting. The ch ie f  concerns of t h e  Natives 
were subs i s t ence  hunt ing ,  f i s h i n g ,  and t r app ing ,  and c u t t i n g  
of whi te  spruce f o r  house l o g s ,  and t h e  use  of t h e  N o v ias  
a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r .  Once they l ea rned  t h a t  these  
a c t i v i t i e s  could cont inue  they were no t  a s  h o s t i l e .  (Previously 
t h e  V i l l age  of Ruby had signed a  p e t i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Wild 
and Scenic  River S tudy ) .  Those i n  a t tendance  were q u i t e  
r e l i e v e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  f a c t s  of t h e  Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Program. 

Af t e r  t h e  meeting w e  f l ew t o  Galena t o  hold another  meeting. 
Unfortunately J i m  Hungtington was o u t  f i s h i n g  along with 
most of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  and we were unable t o  set  up a  meeting. 
I l e f t  word t h a t  I was t h e r e  and a l s o  wrote a  l e t t e r  t o  J i m  
Huntington and advised him t h a t ,  i f  he was i n t e r e s t e d ,  we 
would come t o  Galena t h i s  f a l l  and d i s c u s s  t h e  Nowitna 
Study . 
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A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  poor showing a t  Galena w e  went back t o  
Anchorage r a t h e r  than i n t o  Tanana V i l l age  a t  t h a t  time of 
day (8p.m.).  On June 11, w e  f l ew t o  Tanana and he ld  a 
meeting where t h e  people r a i s e d  t h e  same ques t ions  a s  those  
asked a t  Ruby. Those i n  Tanana were a l s o  q u i t e  happy t o  
l e a r n  t h a t  our  proposal  would n o t  prec lude  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  
uses .  

I recommend t h e  Nowitna be des ignated  a Scenic r i v e r  f o r  t h e  
e n t i r e  2 0 4  mi le  reach.  




