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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO F i l e s  DATE: September 16 ,  1974 

FROM : P a t r i c k  Pourchot  

SUBJECT: Log of Upper Kobuk River F i e l d  I n s p e c t i o n  - 8/81  through 8/20/74. 

The fo l lowing  i s  a day-by-day account  of a f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  of 
t he  Upper Kobuk River from Walker Lake t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Kobuk 
conducted August 8 through August 20, 1974. The purpose of t h e  
t r i p  w a s  t o  provide  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  Park 
Serv ice  i n  ana lyz ing  t h e  r e sou rces  of t h e  Upper Kobuk River  
i n  terms of t h e  National Wild and Scenic  R i v e r s  program and 
B O R ' s  o t h e r  Alaskan r i v e r  s t u d i e s .  The fo l lowing  people  p a r t i c i -
pated i n  t h e  inspect ion:  

*Buff Bohlen Dept. of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  Washington D.C. 
Ted Swem Na t iona l  Pa rk  Se rv i ce ,  Washington D.C. 
Ted Swem, Jr. 
S c o t t  Grundy Alaska Dept. of F i s h  & Game, Fbks. 

*Debbie Clausen Fa i rbanks  Center  f o r  t h e  Environment, Fbks. 
Ed P o r t e r  Univ. of Alaska,  Faibanks 
Pa t  Pourchot BOR, Anchorage 

*Buff went o u t  and Debbie came i n  j u s t  below Lower Kobuk Canyon, 
Aug. 13. 

August 8 . I n  a .m.  I took Wien f l i g h t  t o  Fa i rbanks  where I met 
Sco t t  and Ed. We l e f t  Fa i rbanks  1 1 : O O  a .m .  i n  Dept. of I n t e r i o r  
Goose and a r r i v e d  i n  B e t t l e s  around noon. A f t e r  e a t i n g  lunch 
we f l ew  t o  Walker Lake and then  down t h e  Upper Kobuk River  about  
35 m i l e s ,  t o  below the  Lower Kobuk Canyon. The r iver  was c l e a r  
and looked a t  normal water level. It appeared w e  would have t o  
portage s h o r t  r a p i d s  j u s t  below Walker Lake o u t l e t  and perhaps 
l i n e  around r a p i d s  i n  Lower Canyon. 

We a r r i v e d  a t  camp, s e t  up by John Kauffmann of t h e  Nat iona l  Park  
Serv ice  a t  n o r t h  end of Walker Lake, around 3:00 p.m. With John 
was bush p i l o t  Char l ie  Al len  and h i s  Cessna 185 on f l o a t s .  John 
and Char l i e  repor ted  having j u s t  surv ived  a tremendous downpour 
moments b e f o r e  we ar r ived .  But t h e  weather  was t h e n  c l e a r  and 
sunny wi th  62°F a i r  temperature,  57°F l a k e  tempera ture .  


























