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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO F i l e s  DATE: September 16 ,  1974 

FROM : P a t r i c k  Pourchot  

SUBJECT: Log of Upper Kobuk River F i e l d  I n s p e c t i o n  - 8/81  through 8/20/74. 

The fo l lowing  i s  a day-by-day account  of a f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  of 
t he  Upper Kobuk River from Walker Lake t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Kobuk 
conducted August 8 through August 20, 1974. The purpose of t h e  
t r i p  w a s  t o  provide  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Na t iona l  Park 
Serv ice  i n  ana lyz ing  t h e  r e sou rces  of t h e  Upper Kobuk River  
i n  terms of t h e  National Wild and Scenic  R i v e r s  program and 
B O R ' s  o t h e r  Alaskan r i v e r  s t u d i e s .  The fo l lowing  people  p a r t i c i -
pated i n  t h e  inspect ion:  

*Buff Bohlen Dept. of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  Washington D.C. 
Ted Swem Na t iona l  Pa rk  Se rv i ce ,  Washington D.C. 
Ted Swem, Jr. 
S c o t t  Grundy Alaska Dept. of F i s h  & Game, Fbks. 

*Debbie Clausen Fa i rbanks  Center  f o r  t h e  Environment, Fbks. 
Ed P o r t e r  Univ. of Alaska,  Faibanks 
Pa t  Pourchot BOR, Anchorage 

*Buff went o u t  and Debbie came i n  j u s t  below Lower Kobuk Canyon, 
Aug. 13. 

August 8 . I n  a .m.  I took Wien f l i g h t  t o  Fa i rbanks  where I met 
Sco t t  and Ed. We l e f t  Fa i rbanks  1 1 : O O  a .m .  i n  Dept. of I n t e r i o r  
Goose and a r r i v e d  i n  B e t t l e s  around noon. A f t e r  e a t i n g  lunch 
we f l ew  t o  Walker Lake and then  down t h e  Upper Kobuk River  about  
35 m i l e s ,  t o  below the  Lower Kobuk Canyon. The r iver  was c l e a r  
and looked a t  normal water level. It appeared w e  would have t o  
portage s h o r t  r a p i d s  j u s t  below Walker Lake o u t l e t  and perhaps 
l i n e  around r a p i d s  i n  Lower Canyon. 

We a r r i v e d  a t  camp, s e t  up by John Kauffmann of t h e  Nat iona l  Park  
Serv ice  a t  n o r t h  end of Walker Lake, around 3:00 p.m. With John 
was bush p i l o t  Char l ie  Al len  and h i s  Cessna 185 on f l o a t s .  John 
and Char l i e  repor ted  having j u s t  surv ived  a tremendous downpour 
moments b e f o r e  we ar r ived .  But t h e  weather  was t h e n  c l e a r  and 
sunny wi th  62°F a i r  temperature,  57°F l a k e  tempera ture .  



Log, F i e l d  Insp .  Upper Kobuk - 2 - September 16 ,  1974 

T r i ed  f i s h i n g  a t  s t ream mouth near  camp but  no luck .  Stream 
very  muddy a f t e r  r a i n .  

About 5:00 p.m., Buff,  Ted, Ted Jr. and W i l l  Troyer of t h e  F ish  
and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce  a r r i v e d  i n  another  Dept. of t h e  I n t e r i o r  
Goose. 

Between 8:00 p.m. and 1 1 : O O  p.m. Ted Jr.  and I climbed small  
peak i n  back of camp. Very s t e e p  h ik ing /  c l imbing  b u t  no t  very  
brushy. Saw a d u l t  pe reg r ine  f a l c o n  near  top  i n  same p l ace  John 
had r e p o r t e d  see ing  immature b i r d  t h e  day before .  We assumed 
t h e r e  must be  n e s t  i n  v i c i n i t y  b u t  c o u l d n ' t  l o c a t e .  John a l s o  
saw b l a c k  bea r  near  camp t h e  day be fo re .  

August 9 .  W i l l  Troyer and p i l o t  l e f t  i n  morning. Res t  of p a r t y  
s h u t t l e d  down t o  south  end of l a k e  i n  C h a r l i e ' s  p lane  and spent  
most of day f i s h i n g  and h ik ing  around o u t l e t  r i v e r .  Weather 
o v e r c a s t  w i t h  58° a i r  t empera ture  and 58° r i v e r  temperature i n  
a f t e rnoon .  

Grayl ing f i s h i n g  was e x c e l l e n t  a t  o u t l e t ;  caught dozens of 10-12" 
g r a y l i n g  and about  2 dozen 12-15" ones. No l a k e  t r o u t .  

Walked down t o  r a p i d s  about 3 / 4  m i l e  below Walker Lake and found 
them unrunnable by canoe. Se l ec t ed  a por tage  r o u t e  h igh  on e a s t  
s i d e  which w a s  f a i r l y  good walking. 

That evening Ed H a l l  and Richard S te rn ,  two a r c h e o l o g i s t s  working 
around Walker Lake,  joined u s  f o r  f i s h  supper.  They showed u s  
some s t o n e  c h i p s ,  s c rape r s ,  and p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  which they had 
excavated from va r ious  s i t e s  around t h e  lake .  

August 10. S h u t t l e d  people and gear  down t o  o u t l e t  i n  morning 
and Buff ,  Ted, and Ed went f o r  s h o r t  o v e r f l i g h t  of M t .  Ig ikpak 
and t h e  A r r i g e t c h  Peaks. The t h r e e  17- foot Grumman canoes r e n t e d  
from Dave Ketscher  i n  Bettles had been brought i n  t o  Walker Lake 
s e v e r a l  days  b e f o r e  by J e r r y  Coser i n  h i s  Beaver. John had used 
them around t h e  l a k e  and then  C h a r l i e  had s h u t t l e d  them down t o  
t h e  o u t l e t .  

We a te  lunch and s t a r t e d  down t h e  r i v e r  a t  12:45 p.m. The weather 
was e x c e l l e n t ,  p.m. a i r  70°F, water  5 8  ° F  c l e a r  s k i e s ,  l i g h t  wind 
u p r i v e r. 
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Easy C las s  I water  f i r s t  3 / 4 m i l e ,  t hen  1 /  3  mi l e  of C l a s s  V r ap ids .  
Four major d r o p s  of s e v e r a l  f e e t  f o r  a t o t a l  d rop  of about 20 
f e e t ,  many l a r g e  bou lde r s  s c a t t e r e d  throughout channel ,  l o t s  of 
hydraul ics ,  and c r o s s- c u r r e n t s ,  hays t acks ,  and no c l e a r  channels 
or  chutes .  Needless  t o  s a y  we po r t aged  around on  e a s t  s i d e  over 
a high bench w i t h  game t ra i l s  and s p a r s e  t r e e  cover ;  f a i r l y  easy 
walking wi th  on ly  b r i e f  u p h i l l  and downhi l l  s t r e t c h e s .  Everyone 
made 3 t r i p s  and completed p o r t a g e  i n  1 hour. (Ron Yarne l l  t o l d  
me l a t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  v e r y  good t r a i l  along west bank which 
they used) .  Rapids ea sy  t o  h e a r  and no t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  out  i n  
time. 

Below r a p i d s ,  1 / 2  m i l e  of good C l a s s  II whitewater r e q u i r i n g  
maneuvering around rocks  and th rough  r i f f l e s  bu t  n o t  dangerous. 
One chu te  had 2 f o o t  s t a n d i n g  waves. Below t h i s  s t r e t c h  a l l  
Class  I water  t o  camp. 

River below Kobuk River  c o n f l u e n c e  25 yards  wide, 4-5 f e e t  deep 
with 10 f o o t  h o l e s ,  3-4 mph c u r r e n t ,  extremely c l e a r  w i th  v i s i b i l i t y  
t o  10  f e e t .  O u t l e t  r i v e r  j o i n s  main Kobuk about 4  m i l e s  from 
Walker Lake. Main Kobuk s l i g h t l y  more volume than  o u t l e t  r i v e r .  

Camped 8 m i l e s  below Walker Lake. About 2-1/2 hours  on r i v e r  -
very l i t t l e  paddl ing .  

J u s t  below Class II whi tewater  we saw about  1 0  chum salmon spawning 
i n  t h e  r i v e r .  Caught one, abou t  5  pounds, i n  p r e t t y  poor shape. 

Mountains i n  Walker -Lake a r e a  v i s i b l e  from r i v e r  much of time 
and toge the r  w i t h  t h e  100 f o o t  b l u f f s  a long  t h e  r i v e r  made very  
b e a u t i f u l  scenery .  Birch-white s p r u c e  f o r e s t  over  a r e a  with a l d e r  
and willow a long  r i v e r  banks. 

Some l i t ter  from p rev ious  camp found a t  our camp. Went f o r  quick 
s w i m  i n  r i v e r  a t  camp. 

August 11. B e a u t i f u l  day,  1 1 : O O  a .m.  a i r  64°F, water  54°F; 1:00 p.m. 
a i r  68°F, water  56°F; 9:00 p.m. a i r  60°F, water 58°F. I n  a f te rnoon 
headwinds 10-20 mph made padd l ing  tougher .  

I n  roughly 4 hours  on water  t r a v e l e d  13 m i l e s  t o  new camp down-
stream of Nutuvukti  Lake o u t l e t .  R i v e r  a t  new camp 40 yards wide, 
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4-5 f e e t  deep ,  3-4 mph c u r r e n t .  Very few g r a v e l  b a r s ;  appeared 
t o  have f a i r l y  s t a b l e  water  l e v e l s .  

Grayl ing  f i s h i n g  f a i r  a t  t r i b u t a r y  conf luences .  Saw a  few more 
chum i n  r i v e r ,  s e v e r a l  merganser broods,  lesser Canada geese ,  
2  o sp reys ,  2  o l d  r a p t o r  n e s t s  pos s ib ly  osprey ,  v e r y  few l a r g e  
animal  t r a c k s .  

Nutuvukt i  Lake o u t l e t  20 f e e t  wide, 2  f e e t  deep.  Upper Kobuk 
Canyon v e r y  s c e n i c ,  S-shaped 1 m i l e  s t r e t c h  w i t h  100-200 f o o t  
b l u f f s  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  Easy C la s s  II water  i n  canyon wi th  1 / 2  
m i l e  s t r e t c h  of  s c a t t e r e d  boulders  r e q u i r i n g  some easy  maneuvering. 
R e s t  of  r i v e r  a l l  C la s s  I smooth water w i t h  few r i f f l e s .  

Vegeta t ion ,  mos t ly  whi te  and b lack  spruce  w i t h  s c a t t e r e d  b i r c h  
and pop la r  g roves  and willow and a l d e r  a long  r i v e r  banks.  

Good camps i t e s  n o t  p l e n t i f u l  because of l a c k  of sand and g r a v e l  
b a r s  and heavy brush  a long  banks. 

August 12. Rain  ha l f  of n igh t  and on and o f f  a l l  day.  1 1 : O O  a.m. 
a i r  56°F, wa te r  53°F; 9 :45 p.m. a i r  55°F, water  54°F; some c l e a r i n g  
i n  evening.  Traveled 14 mi l e s  t o  new camp 3  m i l e s  below Lower 
Canyon. 

River  a t  new camp 50-60 yards  wide, 3-5 f e e t - deep,  3-4 mph c u r r e n t ,  
s t i l l  c l e a r  wa te r .  

Lower Canyon about  3/4 m i l e  long and c o n s i s t s  of 3 major s e c t i o n s  
of r a p i d s .  W e  stopped and scouted f i r s t  bend of r a p i d s  from r i g h t  
bank and t h e n  a l l  3  canoes s u c c e s s f u l l y  r a n  them and p u l l e d  o u t  
a g a i n  on r i g h t  banks. This  f i r s t  s e t  i s  probably low C l a s s  III 
has 2 f o o t  s t a n d i n g  waves below f i r s t  chu te ,  s t r o n g  c u r r e n t ,  and 
some e a s y  b u t  c r i t i c a l  maneuvering t o  avoid  rock  ou tc rops .  F i r s t  
bend abou t  150  ya rds  long. 

The second major  bend of r a p i d s  i s  about  114 m i l e  downstream of 
f i r s t  b u t  i s  e a s y  t o  g e t  too  f a r  i n t o  because of rock  b a r r i e r s  
j u s t  upstream, o f f  r i g h t  bank. A f t e r  s cou t ing  i t  looked l i k e  w e  
could r u n  f i r s t  chute  a g a i n s t  l e f t  w a l l  and g e t  o u t  qu i ck ly  b e f o r e  
going through second and l a r g e r  chute .  Ted Jr. and I and Buff 
and S c o t t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  shot  f i r s t  chu te  w i t h  no water  sh ippage  
a l t hough  g e t t i n g  ou t  below on r i g h t  bank r equ i r ed  some f a s t  and 
c a r e f u l  work because of swi f t  c u r r e n t .  C l a s s  III r a p i d .  Ed and Ted 
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l i n e d  around through small  backchannel on r i g h t  bank. Second c h u t e  
was 5 o r  6 foo t 'v- shaped  chute  through which t h e  whole r i v e r  plunged 
wi th  a 3 f o o t  h i g h  r e su rge  s w e l l  a t  t h e  end. It appeared  t o o  heavy 
t o  t ake  a n  open canoe through without  f i l l i n g  w i th  w a t e r ,  s o  we 
a l l  l i ned  around a huge boulder on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  
chu te  from a small back channel j u s t  wide and deep enough t o  f l o a t  
a loaded canoe. 

The t h i r d  and l a r g e s t  s t r e t c h  of whitewater was about  1 / 3  o f  a 
mi le  downriver and cons is ted  of 2 major channels  of  whi tewater  
d iv ided  by a cont inuous  wa l l  of huge boulders .  Each channe l  had 
about  4 d rops  ove r  t h e  space of about  100 yards .  Although hard  
t o  s e e  t h e  l e f t  one  appeared t o  have heavier  water b u t  s t r a i g h t e r  
approaches and chu te s .  The r i g h t  one required s e v e r a l  r a d i c a l  
maneuvers between drops  t o  go down c h u t e s  a t  proper  a n g l e .  Both 
were Class  I V .  Ted Jr. and I s u c c e s s f u l l y  r an  r i g h t  channe l  
a l though t h e  s t e r n  h i t  t h e  rock l edge  on 2 of t h e  d r o p s  and we 
shipped 3 t o  4 i nches  of water i n  t h e  bottom of t h e  canoe.  The 
canoe was ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t  t o  handle  wi th  t h e  e x t r a  weight  by 
t h e  end of t h e  r a p i d .  R e s t  of p a r t y  l i n e d  around and down r i g h t  
channel from r i g h t  bank and except  f o r  some rock-hopping was 
f a i r l y  easy. Near bottom had t o  g e t  i n  canoes and s k i r t  a long  
edge because no bank o r  rocks  t o  s t and  on. A coup le  p l a c e s  re-
quired c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  and f i rm  h o l d s  on l i n e s  by bow and s t e r n  
men t o  avoid s t r o n g  cu r r en t  from t a k i n g  canoe ou t  i n t o  r a p i d s .  

It took 2-1/2 hou r s  t o  g e t  through canyon. Qui te  e x h i l e r a t i n g ,  
and d e s p i t e  r a i n ,  ve ry  scen ic .  Canyon wa l l s  r ise r i g h t  from r i v e r  
150 f e e t  and bedrock ma te r i a l  v i s i b l e  throughout canyon f l o o r .  
The t i g h t l y- f o l d e d  s h a l e  t h a t  comprised t h e  banks l a y  i n  s h a r p  
s h e e t s  a lmost  v e r t i c a l l y  a long t h e  r i v e r .  Assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h i s  
s h a l e  format ion  was quartz .  Large chunks of j a s p e r  o r  j a d e  were 
a l s o  p re sen t .  

Two beaver i n  dammed-up channel behind camp. Saw many chum coming 
up r i f f l e  i n  f r o n t  of camp. Grayl ing f i s h i n g  slow. Bear aad 
wolf t r a c k s  a t  camp, saw more Lesser  Canada geese  and mergansers .  

Spruce a t  camp 11-15 inches i n  d iameter .  More pop la r  a long  
r i v e r  than p rev ious ly .  Large burn above canyon. Saw o l d  cache  
and c u t  trees on  l e f t  bank j u s t  below canyon. 

August 13. Rain  a l l  day; 9:00 a.m. a i r  54°F, water  53°F;  10:00 
p.m. a i r  55°F, water  52°F. 



Log, Fie ld  Insp.  Upper Kobuk - 6 - September 16,  1974 

Chopper a r r i v e d  about 12:45 p.m. wi th  Debbie d e s p i t e  bad weather 
and Buff re turned t o  t h e  real world l eav ing  us  t o  t h e  r a i n .  Broke 
camp about 1:30 p.m. and t r a v e l e d  14 m i l e s  downriver t o  about  3 
miles beyond Beaver Creek confluence. 

River a t  new camp 60-70 ya rds  wide, 5-8 f e e t  deep, 3-4 mph c u r r e n t ,  
not q u i t e  a s  c l e a r  a s  be fo re  bu t  s t i l l  not  tu rb id  from r a i n .  Reed 
River a l s o  c l e a r  and f a i r l y  l a r g e  - about s i z e  of Tinayguk River 
(20 yards wide). 

Caught 10-12 g ray l ing  a t  Reed River (12-15 inches long) and one 
chum. Severa l  chum observed going up Reed. Saw a wolf on g r a v e l  
bar near .Reed. 

Few good campsites  due t o  l a c k  of g rave l  b a r s  with sand o r  open 
grassy a r e a s  i n  timber a r e a s .  

August 14. Rain most of n i g h t  and on and o f f  a l l  day. Low over-
cas t  obscured h i l l s  and mountains i n  a d j a c e n t  a reas .  10:00 a.m. 
a i r  57°F, water  52°F; 5:30 p.m. a i r  59°F, water  i n  Selby River 
52°F. 

Traveled 25 mi les  i n  5 hours  on the  water ,  s teady moderate paddl ing .  
Camped a c r o s s  from Selby River  confluence.  

River a t  new camp 70-80 ya rds  wide, 3-5 f e e t  deep, 3-4 mph c u r r e n t .  
Many f a s t  smooth r i f f l e s  dur ing  day. Water s t i l l  s u r p r i s i n g l y  
c l ea r .  

Caught about a dozen g r a y l i n g  a t  mouth of Selby although f i s h i n g  
f a i r l y  slow. Saw s e v e r a l  chum going up Selby. Yearling moose 
swam ac ross  r i v e r  i n  f r o n t  of u s ,  Near Selby 8 g u l l s ,  1 4  ravens  
i n  t r e e  tops  i n  one a rea .  Also saw mature bald eagle  along r i v e r .  

August 15: Rain a l l  n i g h t  s topping b r i e f l y  i n  morning, then on 
and off  a l l  day. 4:45 p.m. a i r  59°F, water  54°F. 

Climbed r i d g e  i n  back of camp and saw Native grave s i t e  - smal l  
A-frame s t r u c t u r e  made of  sawed lumber. Grave bui ld ing had been 
to rn  a p a r t ,  presumably by animals,  bu t  no remains around. 

Left camp 3:30 p.m.; a r r i v e d  new camp a t  Pah River confluence 
5:00 p.m. Covered 8 m i l e s  in roughly 2 hours on water.  



Log, F i e l d  1nsp.Upper Kobuk - 7 - September 1 6 ,  1974 

A t  Pah, sod bui ld ing  wi th  sp ruce  po le  i n n e r  frame.  The sod had 
s l ipped  down from f l a t  roof  on s i d e s  about  2 f e e t .  Looked l i k e  
more of a s h e l t e r  than a c a b i n  which was l i v e d  i n .  New cans  
and f o o t p r i n t s  around site.  

Excel lent  s h e e f i s h  f i s h i n g  a t  confluence.  We caught  and r e l e a s e d  
about 8 f i s h  and kept  t h e  s m a l l e s t  one, a n  8 pounder,  f o r  supper .  
Scot t  took h igh  honors w i th  a 23 pound, 41  i n c h  s h e e f i s h .  I n  
l a t e  evening shee f i sh  were r i s i n g. 
During day, w e  s a w  sharp- shinned hawk, marsh hawk. Mosquitoes 
f a i r  a t  camp. 

Rain q u i t  l a t e  i n  evening and c louds  l i f t e d  long  enough t o  s e e  
many surrounding h i l l s  and mountains t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

August 16. Rain most of n i g h t  bu t  stopped much of day. S t i l l  
overcas t .  12:00p.m. a i r  59°F, Pah water 52°F.; 10:30 p.m. a i r  53°F, 
with west wind. 

In morning, hiked 1 /2 m i l e  up Pah t o  2 g raves  which Sco t t  knew o f .  
Two long doghouse type s t r u c t u r e s  l oca t ed  on small k n o l l  on w e s t  
s i d e  of r i v e r .  Saw dead chum a long  bank of Pah. Sheef i sh  n o t  
b i t i n g  i n  morning. 

Lef t  camp 3:30 p.m. and s topped s e v e r a l  t imes  b e f o r e  making camp 
about 7:30 p.m. 2 miles  u p r i v e r  from t h e  Mauneluk River .  D i s t a n c e  
t r ave l ed  about 10  miles  i n  2-1/2 hours  on r i v e r .  

Stopped a t  f r e s h l y  cut  pop la r  f i s h  dry ing  r a c k  j u s t  down from Pah. 
Stopped a t  K i l l a k  River and watched p a i r s  of  chum s w i m  up s h a l l o w  
r i f f l e s  and, spawn i n  t h e  c r eek .  Dozens of chum were i n  t h e  r i v e r  
a t  t h e  confluence of t h i s  c r e e k  and i n  t h e  lower c r eek .  Creek 
6-8 f e e t  wide and 6 inches  t o  1 f o o t  deep n e a r  mouth. Many g r a y l i n g  
i n  c r eek  fol lowing chum f o r  eggs. A well-used camp was a t  c o n f l u e n c e  
and Native a l lo tment  n o t i c e  by B i l l y  T i c k e t t  o f  Kobuk was i n  a 
can on a t r e e .  

Also stopped a t  Nelson Walker 's new plywood house under c o n s t r u c t i o n  
downstream a couple m i l e s  from Ki l l ak .  He is  a l o c a l  guide and had 
a new r i v e r  boa t  t i e d  up i n  t h e  r i v e r  and a g r a v e l  ba r  a i r s t r i p  o u t  
f r o n t  of h i s  place.  

A t  new'camp b lack  bear sow and 3 young cubs walked up g rave l  b a r  
t o  w i t h i n  250 yards of camp be fo re  leaving  u s  and running i n t o  
t h e  woods. About 1 /2  hour l a t e r  we saw them a g a i n  a c r o s s  t h e  
r i v e r  from camp cont inuing u p r i v e r .  One cub was a r u n t  and r e a l l y  
had t o  scoot  t o  catch up w i t h  r e s t  of fami ly ,  swimming t h e  river 
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must have been q u i t e  a chore. 

August 17-  Light  r a i n  most of the  day; 5:00 p.m. a i r  53°F, water 
53°F. Spent 2 hours on r i v e r ,  covered 8 m i l e s  t o  new camp, 2-1/2 
m i l e s  upstream of Koll ioksak River. 

Stopped a t  s e v e r a l  Native a l lo tmen t s ,  2 of which had old cabins 
which a r e  marked on t h e  map. A t  one s i t e  was an o ld  12 foot  frame 
of a 2-man Kayak. Cabins a l l  down except one e levated  cabin/cache 
s t i l l  s tanding bu t  i n  d i s r e p a i r  and unused. 

Caught and re leased 2 f a i r l y  f r e s h  looking chum near one a l lo tment  
si te.  Although w e  camped where Ken A l t  of F i sh  and Game sa id  major 
shee f i sh  spawning a rea  was, none seen o r  caught.  Spawning u s u a l l y  
t akes  p lace  i n  September. Caught s e v e r a l  g ray l ing  and small p ike  
near  new camp. 

Firewood w a s  very  w e t  and evening's  campfire came i n  l a s t  place f o r  
t h e  t r i p  i n  t h e  ca tegor ies  of hea t ,  l i g h t ,  and joy.  

August 18. Rain a l l  n igh t  and a l l  day, continued low ce i l ing .  

Lef t  camp 2:45 p.m.; a r r i v e d  new camp 3-1/2 m i l e s  downstream of 
major f o r k  i n  t h e  r i v e r  7:30 p.m. Traveled 7-1/2 mi les  in  1-3/4 
hours on r i v e r .  

J u s t  downstream of l a s t  n i g h t ' s  camp, passed 3 n a t i v e s  t ravel ing  
upr ive r  by r i v e r  boat. 
A t  major f o r k  we took n o r t h  channel. This  channel much smaller 
than sou th  branch; be fo re  fo rks ,  r i v e r  100-120 yards  wide, 4-10 f e e t  
deep, 3 mph current .  North branch 25 yards  wide, 2-3 f e e t  deep, 
2-3 mph cur ren t .  Very i n t i m a t e  stream and n i c e  change of environ-
ment - similar t o  upper r i v e r  area .  

One m i l e  down nor th  fo rk ,  stopped a t  g e o l o g i s t ' s  t e n t  camp. Talked 
with wi fe  and 2 k ids  of Anaconda Copper Company i n  Nevada geo log i s t  
who was out  wi th  he l i cop te r  and p i l o t ,  meeting wi th  l o c a l  miners. 
She s a i d  they had been i n  Chandalar a r e a  and had j u s t  arr ived h e r e  
n igh t  before.  She saved our morale by g iv ing u s  a r o l l  of t o i l e t  
paper and a six-pack of beer.  

W e  stopped'downstream where t h e  v i l l a g e  s i t e  of Kal la  i s  marked on 
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the  map b u t  cou ldn ' t  l o c a t e  i t .  A s  we were e a t i n g  a la te  lunch ,  
t he  2 men and a boy w e  had passed e a r l i e r  came by i n  t h e i r  b o a t ,  
t h e  Wynona. They stopped f o r  t e a  and t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  Ka l l a  s i te  
was marked wrong on the  map and was l o c a t e d  upstream a t  t h e  major 
fo rk  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  One man was from Nome and the  o t h e r  man and t h e  
boy were from Shungnak. They had guns i n  t h e  boat  and s a i d  they  
were o u t  " looking around". (Moose season  had no t  o f f i c i a l l y  
opened). 

Severa l  p l anes  and two h e l i c o p t e r s  passed over  today. 

August 19. The weather broke! It stopped r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  n i g h t  
and by 12:30 p.m. c l e a r ,  b lue  s k i e s ,  unbel ievable ,  a f t e r  7 days;  
12:30 p.m. a i r  56°F, water 52°F; 4:30 p.m. a i r  65°F, wa te r  55°F; 
8:30 p.m. a i r  58°F; 10:OO p.m. air 46°F; 1 1 : O O  p.m. a i r  43°F. 

Because of s h o r t  d i s t ance  t o  Kobuk and t o  t ake  f u l l  advantage o f  
sun, we layed over  a day a t  camp and dryed ou t  c l o t h e s  and equip-
ment, took a ba th ,  picked b l u e b e r r i e s ,  and layed i n  t h e  sun. 

Caught l o t s  of small  g ray l ing  o n l y  on f l i e s .  Water i n  r i v e r  d a r k  
bu t  s t i l l  c l e a r ,  v i s i b i l i t y  3 f e e t ,  no n o t i c e a b l e  r i s i n g  of r i v e r  
throughout p a s t  week. 

August 20. C lea r ,  b e a u t i f u l  weather;  7:30 a.m. a i r  42°F. Broke 
camp 10:00 a.m.; a r r ived  Kobuk v i l l a g e  about  3 :00 p.m. . Covered 
13-1/2 m i l e s  i n  3 hours of s t e a d y ,  moderate paddl ing.  

One-and-a-half m i l e s  down from camp saw smal l  g r i z z l y  a long  r i v e r ;  
came wi th in  50 yards  before h e  heard u s  and h i t  t h e  b rush .  Near 
Kogoluktuk River  we saw s e v e r a l  ravens ,  a mature ba ld  e a g l e  and a 
golden e a g l e  perched in t h e  s a m e  small grove of p o p l a r s  a long  t h e  
r i v e r .  Looked l i k e  an animal k i l l  s i te  al though w e  found no th ing .  

Three channels  of Kogoluktuk R ive r  confluence q u i t e  muddy. Became 
d i l u t e d  a f t e r  North branch jo ined  l a r g e r  south  branch. Main r i v e r  
dark  co lored  w i t h  v i s i b i l i t y  2-3 f e e t .  

Weather r eco rde r  a t  Kobuk s a i d  ove rn igh t  low was 34°F, and 3:30 p.m. 
temperature was 6 2  ° Fa t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Talked wi th  BLM peop le  i n  
Kobuk who were examining Native a l l o t m e n t s  i n  a rea .  Many s h e e f i s h  
were d ry ing  on r ack  i n  v i l l a g e  and s t r i p s  of moose m e a t ,  k i l l e d  
r e c e n t l y ,  were drying.  
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We g o t  picked up by JimP ickering i n  Dept. of I n t e r i o r  goose on 
t h e  r i v e r  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  A l l  6 of us and a l l  our  gea r  
and Woody Woodworth of BLM took o f f  a t  4:30 p.m. and f l ew  back up 
t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  way t o  E e t t l e s .  We a r r i v e d  B e t t l e s  a t  5:30 p.m. 
r e t u r n e d  Dave Ketscher 's  paddles and l i f e  v e s t s ,  and depa r t ed  f o r  
Fairbanks.  Arr ived Fairbanks. 7:00 p.m., a t e ,  s a i d  good bye t o  
Debbie,  S c o t t ,  and Ed and departed f o r  Anchorage. Arr ived  Anchor-
age  10:00 p.m. I n  Be t t l e s ,  we confirmed arrangements t o  have 
J e r r y  Coser p i c k  up canoes i n  Kobuk wi th  Beaver and r e t u r n  them 
t o  Bettles. 

General.  We t r ave l ed  t h e  121 mi l e s  from Walker Lake t o  Kobuk i n  
roughly  30 hour s  on t h e  water. Most of t h e  time was l i g h t  t o  
moderate paddl ing.  I n  addi t ion  3-1/2 hours were t aken  i n  po r t ag ing  
upper r a p i d s  and scout ing,  l i n i n g ,  and running through lower canyon. 
We had more than  enough time t o  cover t h e  d i s t a n c e  and s e e  t h i n g s  
a long  t h e  way. I f  t h e  weather would have been b e t t e r  we would 
probably have u t i l i z e d  more of t h e  "extra"  time no t  s p e n t  canoeing,  
i n  h i k i n g  away from t h e  r i v e r .  

Desp i t e  t h e  r a i n ,  t h e  t r i p  was extremely enjoyable.  The r i v e r  
environment was q u i t e  var ied ,  and even wi th  the  obscured v i s i b i l i t y ,  
t h e r e  was ever-changing scenery immediately ad j acen t  t h e  r i v e r  and 
i n  t h e  v a l l e y  background. Canoeing never became bo r ing .  The 
moderate c u r r e n t  and occasional  r i f f l e s  a long much of t h e  r i v e r  
and t h e  s h o r t  b u t  exc i t i ng  upper and lower canyon s u s t a i n e d  our  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r i v e r  t r a v e l  throughout.  

Good f i s h i n g  f o r  gray l ing ,  chum salmon, and s h e e f i s h  was s p o t t y ,  
b u t  t h e  ho t  spots provided cons iderable  fun and e x c e l l e n t  meals.  

F l o a t  p l a n e  acces s  is  good a t  Walker Lake and a t  many downstream 
p o i n t s  ( i nc lud ing  beyond Kobuk) b u t  c o s t s  of t r a n s p o r t i n g  canoes 
become g r e a t e r  t h e  f u r t h e r  from B e t t l e s  one t r a v e l s .  Fold- boats  
o r  r a f t s  could e a s i l y  be flown i n  by c h a r t e r  and commercialled 
' o u t  from Kobuk o r  o the r  v i l l a g e s  downstream 

A wi lde rnes s  environment e x i s t s  downstream t o  about t h e  Pah River  
when Nat ive  f i s h i n g  and hunting camps a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  encountered.  
These sites a r e  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  from a c u l t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t  a s  they  
show a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  subs i s t ence  l i f e s t y l e  of l o c a l  
people.  



ADDENDUM 

Ju ly  29 - August 4 ,  1980 

The Kobuk w a s  f l o a t e d  aga in  i n  r a f t s  i n  August 1980, w i t h  s t a f f  from 
NPS. W e  covered on ly  about  86 m i l e s  ( j u s t  downstream of  t h e  Pah River )  
i n  f i v e  and one- half  days on t h e  r i v e r .  

The weather  was g e n e r a l l y  good excep t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  two r a iny  and windy 
days.  The r a p i d s  about  3 / 4  mile  below Walker Lake were Class  III which 
we portaged 1 / 8 m i l e  around on t h e  l e f t  o r  e a s t  bank. This  w a s  t h e  on ly  
a r e a  t o o  rough f o r  t h e  12 '  r a f t s .  The Upper Kobuk Canyon c o n s i s t e d  of 
100' - 150'  h i g h  b l u f f s  and s c a t t e r e d  l a r g e  (4'- 8') round rocks e a s i l y  
oared around i n  t h e  r a f t s .  The Lower Canyon c o n s i s t e d  of two C la s s  II 
r ap ids  fol lowed by a series o f  C l a s s  II-III drops a t  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  1 
mi le  long canyon. A t  t h e  water  l e v e l s  we experienced i t  would a l s o  be  
p o s s i b l e  t o  l i n e  around t h e  r a p i d s  on t h e  r i g h t  s h o r e l i n e .  

Campsites were s p o t t y  a long  t h e  upper  r i v e r ,  i nc reased  some below t h e  
lower canyon b u t  were never  very  p l e n t i f u l .  Scenery is  v a r i e d  w i t h  
d i s t a n t  v i s t a s  n o r t h  i n t o  t h e  Brooks Range a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  nearby sp ruce  
covered r i d g e s  and numerous rock ou tc rops .  Grayl ing were p re sen t  th roughout  
t h e  a r e a  we f l o a t e d  w i th  t h e  b e s t  a n g l i n g  i n  t h e  upper r i v e r  a r e a  and a t  
t h e  conf luences  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l e r  t r i b u t a r i e s .  Shee f i sh  and Northern 
Pike were caught  a t  and below t h e  Pah River .  

The a r e a  remains n a t u r a l  wi thout  much evidence of p r ev ious  use. Below 
t h e  Pah River  t h e r e  a r e  numerous cab ins  and t h e  r i v e r  i s  a t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r  
f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s .  



4. 

UPPER KOBUK 

Description: The upper Kobuk traverses a wide, forest covered valley 
with sweeping views from the river of nearby mountains. A wilderness 
environment exists downstream t o  approximately the Pah River area. 
Further downriver, the Kobuk is a major travel corridor for local inhabi-
tants. 

Watercraft: Raft,  kayak, o r  canoe all suitable. 

Time: Six days from Walker Lake to Village of Kobuk; 2-3 mph current 
downstream from Kobuk. 

Attributes: Extreme headwaters, Walker Lake, and Upper and Lower 
Canyons are particularly scenic. Hiking, except in extreme headwaters, is 
not good due t o  dense undergrowth, tussocks, etc. Fishing for sheefish, 
northern pike, grayling, whitefish, chum salmon and lake t rout  (Walker 
Lake). 

Special Considerations: One-third mile of WW3-4 located 3/4 mile 
downstream from outlet of Walkcr Lake; can be portaged o n  left bank. 
Lower Kobuk Canyon (1 mile of WW2-3 ) can be lined along west bank. 

Access: IN - Floatplane from Bettles or Ambler t o  Walker Lake. 
OUT - All villages along the Kobuk River have scheduled commercial air 
service. 

USGS Maps (1 :250,000): Survey Pass, Hughes, Shungnak. 

Public Land Manager: N a t i o n a lPark Service 

obuk Canyon

I mi WW2 -3 




