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TO Files DATE: September 16, 1974
FROM : Patrick Pourchot
SUBJECT: Log of Upper Kobuk River Field Inspection - 8/81 through 8/20/74.

The following is a day-by-day account of a field inspection of
the Upper Kobuk River from Walker Lake to the village of Kobuk
conducted August 8 through August 20, 1974. The purpose of the
trip was to provide technical assistance to the National Park
Service in analyzing the resources of the Upper Kobuk River

in terms of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers program and

BOR's other Alaskan river studies. The following people partici-
pated in the inspection:

*Buff Bohlen Dept. of the Interior, Washington D.C.

Ted Snam National Park Service, Washington D.C.

Ted Swvem, Jr. "

Scott Grundy Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game Fbks.

*Debbie Clausen Fairbanks Center for the Environment, Fbks.
Ed Porter Univ. of Alaska, Faibanks

Pat Pourchot BOR, Anchorage

*Buff went out and Debbie came in just below Lower Kobuk Canyon,
Aug. 13.

August 8. Inam. | took Wien flight to Fairbanks where | met
Scott and Ed. We left Fairbanks 11:00 a.m. in Dept. of Interior
Goose and arrived in Bettles around noon. After eating lunch
we flew to Walker Lake and then down the Upper Kobuk River about
35 miles, to below the Lower Kobuk Canyon. The river was clear
and looked at normal water level. It appeared we would have to
portage short rapids just below Walker Lake outlet and perhaps
line around rapids in Lower Canyon.

We arrived at camp, set up by John Kauffmann of the National Park
Service at north end of Walker Lake, around 3:00 p.m. With John
was bush pilot Charlie Allen and his Cessna 185 on floats. John
and Charlie reported having just survived a tremendous downpour
moments before we arrived. But the weather was then clear and
sunny with 62°F air temperature, 57°F lake temperature.







































