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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

, Memorandum 
TO F i l e s  

D3450 Alaska 

DATE: September 12, 1974 

FROM P a t r i c k  Pourchot 

SUBJECT: John River Fie ld  Inspect ion Log (July 8 through 19, 1974) 

The following i s  a day-by-day account of a f i e l d  inspec t ion  of 
the  John River conducted J u l y  8 through J u l y  19, 1974. The 
purpose of the  inspect ion was t o  provide technical  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  t h e  National Park Service i n  analyzing t h e  resources  of t h e  
John River i n  terms of t h e  na t iona l  wild and scenic  r i v e r s  pro- 
gram and BOR's  o the r  r i v e r  s t u d i e s  i n  Alaska. The fo l lowing 
people pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  inspection: 

Pat Pourcho t 
John Kauffmann 
Alan Bat t en  
Dave Schmidt 

BOR, Anchorage 
NPS, Anchorage 
Univ. of Alaska, Fai rbanks  
Sourdough O u t f i t t e r s ,  Bettles 

J u l y  8. I l e f t  Anchorage i n  t h e  e a r l y  afternoon, f lew t o  Fa i r-  
banks and on t o  Bettles v i a  Wien a r r i v i n g  about 5:30 p.m. Alan 
a l s o  flew t o  B e t t l e s  from Fairbanks. We m e t  Dave i n  Bettles 
and the  three  of us  took an over f l igh t  of t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
evening with J e r r y  Coser in Merric's Cessna 185. 

We flew up the  John from its confluence with t h e  Koyukuk t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of Anaktuvuk Pass i n  i ts  headwaters, landed b r i e f l y  a t  
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  then re turned down t h e  r i v e r  t o  Bettles. Approxi- 
mate f ly ing  time was 1.8 hours. The water was extremely low and 
very  c lea r .  Above t h e  Hunt Fork confluence, the r i v e r  appeared 
navigable by canoe only  four  o r  f i v e  miles before becoming so 
shallow and rocky t h a t  one would have t o  portage, l i n e ,  and drag 
t h e  canoes more than r i d i n g  i n  them. Shallow r i f f l e s  and "rock 
gardens" were observed upstrearn of Hunt Fork f o r  about 22 m i l e s  
to  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  l a k e  j u s t  west of t h e  r i v e r  marked wi th  
a n  e levat ion of 1968 on t h e  map. Upstream of t h i s  l a k e  t h e  r i v e r  
character  was e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  with low gradient ,  few rocks ,  
and considerable meander loops. Although extremely small, t h e  
channel appeared navigable by canoe i n  t h i s  upper 13-mile s t r e t c h  
t o  within a mile o r  two of Anaktuvuk Pass. 

Of t h e  th ree  poss ib le  put- in points ,  Anaktuvuk Pass, t h e  1968-foot ' 
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