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LY Files DATE: September 12, 1974
FROM : Patrick Pourchot
SUBJECT: John River Field Inspection Log (July 8 through 19, 1974)

The following is a day-by-day account of a field inspection of
the John River conducted July 8 through July 19, 1974. The
purpose of the inspection was to provide technical assistance
to the National Park Service in analyzing the resources of the
John River in terms of the national wild and scenic rivers pro-
gram and BOR's other river studies in Alaska. The following
people participated in the inspection:

Pat Pourchot BOR, Anchorage

John Kauffmann NPS  Anchorage

Alan Batten Univ. of Alaska, Fairbanks

Dave Schmidt Sourdough Outfitters, Bettles
July 8. | left Anchorage in the early afternoon, flew to Fair-

banks and on to Bettles via Wien arriving about 5:30 pm. Alan
also flew to Bettles from Fairbanks. W met Dave i n Bettles
and the three of us took an overflight of theriver in the early
evening with Jerry Coser in Merric's Cessna 185.

We flew up the John from its confluence with the Koyukuk to the
village of Anaktuvuk Pass in its headwaters, landed briefly at
the village, then returned down the river to Bettles. Approxi-
meate flying time was 1.8 hours. The water was extremely low and
very clear. Above the Hunt Fork confluence, the river appeared
navigable by canoe only four or five miles before becoming so
shallow and rocky that one would have to portage, line, and drag
the canoes more than riding in them. Shallow riffles and "rock
gardens” were observed upstrearn of Hunt Fork for about 22 miles
to the vicinity of the lake just west of the river marked with
an elevation of 1968 on the map. Upstream of this lake theriver
character was entirely different with low gradient, few rocks,
and considerable meander loops. Although extremely small, the
channel appeared navigable by canoe in this upper 13-mile stretch
to within a mile or two of Anaktuvuk Pass.

O the three possible put-in points, Anaktuvuk Pass, the 1968-foot
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