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SUBJECT: F i e l d  Inspec t ion  of t h e  Delta River ,  June  26-30, 1975 

A f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  of t h a t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Delta River from and 
inc lud ing  Tangle Lakes t o  m i l e  212 Richardson Highway (near Miller 
Creek) w a s  conducted by a in te ragency  team as p a r t  of a BOR s tudy  
of t h e  r i v e r  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Nat ional  Wild and Scenic 
Rivers  System. The r i v e r  s e c t i o n  under s tudy  mainly l ies w i t h i n  
S t a t e  s e l e c t i o n  land and Federa l  lands .  Most are set a s i d e  f o r  t h e  
o i l  p i p e l i n e  c o r r i d o r .  There a r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  p r i v a t e  landholdings.  
The Richardson Highway p a r a l l e l s  t h e  river from Phelan Creek t o  i t s  
conf luence  wi th  Tanana River.  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  were: 

Gerry Zamber, A s s i s t a n t  District  Manager, Anchorage D i s t r i c t ,  BLM 
Lou Waller, Anchorage D i s t r i c t ,  BLM 
Gary Matlock, S t a t e  Of f ice ,  BLM 
David Dapkus, Alaska F i e l d  Of f ice ,  BOR 

Seventeen f o o t  Gruman aluminum canoes w e r e  used f o r  t h e  r i v e r  inspec t ion .  

June 26 

Chuck Hewitt ,  NPS, and I pi tched a t e n t  on t h e  Glennal len  BLM Area 
headquar te r s  land a t  t h e  o f f e r  of D a r r y l  F i sh ,  Area Manager, f o r  t h e  
n i g h t  of June 25. W e  had f i n i s h e d  t h e  Gulkana River i n s p e c t i o n  t h a t  
day. Chuck then re tu rned  t o  Anchorage on June 26 whi le  I t raded t h e  
r a f t s  used on t h e  Gulkana f o r  t h e  canoe p rev ious ly  l e f t  a t  t h e  BLM o f f i c e  
and headed f o r  Tangle Lakes. 

Arrived a t  Tangle Lakes campground a t  Round Tangle Lake (BLM administered) 
about 1 p.m., set up camp, s o r t e d  gear  used on t h e  previous  t r i p ,  and d r i e d  
one t e n t .  Spent remainder of t h e  day h ik ing  around t h e  l a k e  and surrounding 
r i d g e s  w i t h  Lar ry  Kayden, BLM Glennal len ,  looking f o r  1200 year  old n a t i v e  
f l i n t  chipping sites. S c a t t e r e d  pa tches  of snow s t i l l  remained on t h e  
r idges .  Gerry, Lou, and Gary a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  evening, brought t h e  second 
canoe. Weather was c l e a r ,  sunny, and warm a l l  day. 



June 27 

Le f t  t h e  veh i c l e s  wi th  BLM s t a f f  a t  t h e  l akes ,  who were t o  br ing them 
t o  our takeout on Sunday. Spent t he  morning explor ing t h e  nearby r idges  
locking f o r  f l i n t  chipping s i t e s .  L e f t  camp a t  noon, stopped t o  f i s h  and 
explore  t h e  r i d g e s  around Tangle Lakes s eve ra l  t imes.  Found th r ee  
probable f l i n t  s i t e s .  t h e  last of about f i v e  
l akes  known c o l l e c t i v e l y  a s  

The Delta River starts a t  
Lakes; t h e r e  a r e  sho r t  o u t l e t s  

connecting each l a k e  making it poss ib le  t o  f l o a t  from t h e  upper/south 
end of Round Tangle Lake, which is  acces s ib l e  from t h e  Denal i  Highway. 
The Denali  Highway is a graveled summer road (S t a t e )  running eas t /west  
connecting t h e  Richardson and t h e  George Parks Highways. The lakes  a r e  
deep (10' of more) wi th  t h e  o u t l e t s  gene ra l l y  shallow 6" t o  3 ' .  Very 
l i t t l e  cu r r en t  i n  t h e  o u t l e t s .  

The two miles  of r i v e r  between t h e  lower l a k e  and t h e  portage were f a s t  
(4  mph), rocky, shallow (only inches deep),  and about 25 yards wide. 
It is Class I whitewater,  Due t o  spr ing  breakup being l a t e ,  about two 
weeks p r i o r  t o  t r i p ,  t h e  r i v e r  w a s  s t i l l  s l i g h t l y  high and almost opaque. 

There i s  a sho r t  f a l l s  about 2 1 /4  m i l e s  downstream of t he  lower l ake  
t h a t  must be portaged. Because of i t s  funnel ing cha rac t e r ,  i t  i s  not 
adv isab le  t o  run t h e  f a l l s  i n  any type of boat .  BLM has erected a 
carved wooden s i g n  a t  t h e  start of t h e  por tage t r a i l  insc r ibed  "Delta 
F a l l s  Portage." The t r a i l  is f a i r l y  good, although i t  w a s  w e t  and 
muddy, probably due t o  t h e  recen t  breakup. We camped a t  t h e  end of t h e  
1 / 2  mi le  long por tage t r a i l .  The e n t i r e  day w a s  c l e a r ,  sunny, and hot .  

Grayling f i s h i n g  i n  Tangle Lakes and t h e  Delta River  was superb. The 
f i r s t  mosquitoe ha tch  was ou t ,  g iving reason f o r  t h e  g ray l ing  t o  r i s e  
well .  We observed about four  dozen ducks, s e v e r a l  loons,  Arc t ic  t e rn s ,  
two beaver, and a bald  eagle .  Also saw four  bank beaver lodges which 
due t o  t he r e  exce l l en t  condi t ion  were probably i n  use .  

Scenic views along Tangle Lakes and t h e  r i v e r  a r e  var ied  - 10,000 to  
14,000 foo t  high mountains of t h e  Alaska Range i n  t h e  background and 
lower tundra covered h i l l s  i n  foreground which show i n t e r e s t i n g  evidence 
of pa s t  g l a c i a t i o n ,  and t h e  Del ta  F a l l s  - and b e a u t i f u l .  The Delta F a l l s  
canyon is  about 1 / 2  mi le  long and 75' deep wi th  s e v e r a l  p inac le  rocks 
r i s i n g  from t h e  wate r ' s  edge. 



June 28 

The f i r s t  two m i l e s  of r i v e r  from t h e  f a l l s  were good Class  II whitewater, 
rocky, shallow, and f a s t  (4 mph). The canyon becomes a narrow v a l l e y  
immediately pa s t  t h e  f a l l s ,  bu t  t h e  rock w a l l s  of t h e  canyon continue 
i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y  f o r  about two m i l e s .  The river remains f a s t  and rocky 
f o r  t h e  next  four  miles ;  good Class I whitewater. It then becomes smooth 
Class  I water u n t i l  t h e  confluence of Eureka Creek; t h e r e  a r e  t h r ee  deep 
l ake  l i k e  pools  and t h r ee  braided s t r e t c h e s  i n  t h i s  d i s tance .  Water depth  
var ied o f t e n  from 6" t o  6 ' ,  r i v e r  width a l s o  var ied  from 25' t o  75', with  
t h e  c u r r e n t  slowing t o  about 3 mph along t h i s  reach.  The Del ta  River is 
a c lea rwate r  stream u n t i l  t h e  g l a c i a l  i n f l u x  of Eureka Creek changes i t  t o  
a g l a c i a l  r i v e r .  T r i b u t a r i e s  on downstream cont inue t o  feed g l a c i a l  water 
i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  The r i v e r  appeared t o  be  about 12" higher than normal. 

The exce l l en t  views of high mountains and tundra covered h i l l s  continued 
along t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  r i v e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  heavy s tands  of ,willows, whi te  
spruce,  and b lack  spruce appeared in  t h e  v a l l e y  about t h r ee  mi les  a f t e r  
t h e  f a l l s  g iv ing  con t r a s t i ng  c o l o r s  and shapes t o  t h e  scenery. 

Inspected two cab ins ,  one new on t h e  l e f t  bank and one o lder  one on t h e  
r i g h t  bank. Both a r e  being used and are located about s i x  mi les  from 
t h e  f a l l s  and 1 / 4 m i l e  apa r t .  Also observed s eve ra l  red o r  yellow 
painted mining s t a k e  markers i n  t h e  two m i l e s  before Eureka Creek. 
Grayling f i s h i n g  remained exce l l en t  w i th  s eve ra l  caught f o r  supper. 
Observed twelve beaver dams, f i v e  beaver,  ducks, Arc t i c  t e rn s ,  and 
one cow moose wi th  t h i s  y e a r ' s  twin ca lves .  We camped near  Eureka Creek 
on a g r ave l  bar  which produced s eve ra l  good l ea f  f o s s i l s .  

June 29 

Floated through seven miles  of g l a c i a l  w a t e r  from Eureka Creek t o  t h e  
takeout po in t  a t  mi le  212 on t h e  Richardson Highway, a r r i v i n g  a t  1 p.m. 
This reach  of t h e  Del ta  c o n s i s t s  of bra ided channels from 25' t o  200' 
wide, one inch  t o  s i x  f e e t  o r  more deep, and gene ra l l y  flows about 
4 mph. Due t o  t h e  g l a c i a l  charac te r  w e  could not judge water depth 
r ead i l y  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  pick t h e  be s t  channel. It t he r e fo re  
is  not good canoeing; would be b e t t e r  r a f t i n g  water. 

Vista's from t h e  r i v e r  of snow capped mountains, tundra covered h i l l s ,  
and mixed spruce /bi rch  f o r e s t  continued along t h i s  por t ion  of t h e  r i v e r .  
An old quonset hut  w a s  r e s t i n g  between channels about t h r ee  mi les  
downstream of Eureka Creek. Apparently i t  w a s  washed down during a 
breakup of s eve ra l  years  ago. Also s a w  two more s taked mining claims 
below Eureka Creek. Met two fisherman i n  a r i ve rboa t  about f i v e  miles  
downstream from Eureka Creek; who had pu t  i n  a t  mi le  212. 



Winter i c e  was s t i l l  along t h e  edge of t he  r i v e r  s t a r t i n g  about 1/ 2 mile 
above t h e  takeout and continued in t e rmi t t en t ly  f o r  about two miles.  
The channel running next t o  t h e  shore and usua l ly  used t o  reach the  
takeout  was iced over a t  t h e  upstream end and could not be seen. We took 
t h e  c l o s e s t  channel t o  t h e  highway stopping p a r a l l e l  t o  t he  takeout 
but about 200 yards away. W e  l i f t e d  t h e  canoes onto the  4 '  t h i ck  
ice and s l i d  them t o  shore, found t h e  channel genera l ly  used t o  be open 
from t h e  takeout point  downstream. 

W e  had lunch and waited about two hours f o r  t h e  BI,M s t a f f  a t  Tangles 
Lakes t o  a r r i v e  with our vehic les .  Lou and I then drove no r th  t o  Rapids 
Hunting Lodge across  the  Del ta  from Black Rapids Glacier ,  a d i s tance  of 
13 m i l e s .  This sec t ion  of t h e  Del ta  is f a s t  (5 /6  mph) heavy g l a c i a l  
water.  It i s  a l s o  heavi ly  braided. It is not runable  t o  open canoe, 
but  has  been run i n  r a f t s  and could be run i n  kayaks. It is su i t ab l e  
only f o r  t h e  properly equipped (raf t /kayak,  wetsu i t )  and experienced who 
should plan t o  take i n  w a t e r /  f l i p  over. The weather had s t a r t e d  a s  
sunny and warm but had turned windy and r a i n  had begun by 3 p.m. Gerry 
and I drove t o  Gakona and spent  t h e  night ,  re turned t o  Anchorage the next 
day. 

General 

The Del ta  River, including Tangle Lakes, t o  m i l e  212 on t h e  Richardson 
Highway is an outstanding r i v e r  t o  f l o a t .  It o f f e r s  var ied water-quiet 
lake,  f a s t  and rocky Class I t o  t h e  f a l l s ,  good Class  II rap ids  following 
t h e  f a l l s ,  Class I meandering water t o  Eureka Creek, and f a s t  g l a c i a l  
water t o  t he  takeout. Scenery is superb with canyon, tundra covered 
h i l l s ,  heavy fores ted  a reas ,  and snow-capped mountains. Wildl i fe  is  
p l e n t i f u l  - moose, bear, beaver,  and waterfowl, and grayl ing f i sh ing  
is exce l l en t .  It is a l s o  acces s ib l e  by good highways a t  Tangle Lakes 
and a t  t h e  takeout on t h e  Richardson Highway. It l i e s  about halfway 
between Alaska's two population cen te rs ,  Fairbanks and Anchorage. The 
Del ta  can be f loa ted  i n  two easy days, thereby making i t  a f a v o r i t e  
week-end f l o a t  f o r  t he  r e c r e a t i o n i s t .  

David Dapkus 




