
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
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: Task Force Leader 

From : Noel P .  Granzow 

SUBJECT: T r i p  Report- C h i t i n a  River ,  J a k e ' s  Bar t o  mouth, 
Aug 2 6 - 3 0 ,  1 9 7 2  

On Saturday morning, August 2 6 ,  an i n t e r a g e n c y  f i e l d  t a s k  
f o r c e  met a t  t h e  C h i t i n a  A i r p o r t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  
f o u r - d  a yr i v c r  e v a l u a t i o n  f l o a t  t r i p  of t h e  C h i t i n a  R ive r .  
The t r i p  was organized  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

, of t h e  I n t e r i o r  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  C h i t i n a  River  a s  one of  
s e v e r a l  r i v e r s  i n  Alaska t o  be s t u d i e d  f o r  p o s s i b l e  
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  system of w i l d  and s c e n i c  
r i v e r s .  The S e c r e t a r y ' s  l i s t  of r i v e r s  i s  n o t  t o  be 
r e l e a s e d  u n t i l  l a t e  September; however, as  e a r l y  September 
ends t h e  f i e l d  season,  we f e l t  i t  a d v i s a b l e  t o  run  a s 
many of  t h e  r i v e r s  on t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  l i s t  a s  p o s s i b l e  
dur ing  t h e  remainder of t h e  season.  

Members of t h e  C h i t i n a  f i e l d  t a s k  f o r c e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
myse l f ,  were a s  fo l lows :  

Lee Adler  - BLM Doug Cla rk  - U . C .  Santa  Cruz 
Bob Lund - BLM Mike Wright - BOR 
Roger Smith- ADF&G 

The U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  Na t iona l  Park S e r v i c e ,  U.S. F ish  
and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Alaska Power A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  U.S. 
Corps of  Engineers  and t h e  Alaska  F e d e r a t i o n  of Nat ives  
were a l s o  c o n t a c t e d  but  t h e s e  a g e n c i e s ,  f o r  v a r i o u s  
r e a s o n s ,  were unable  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

The f l o a t  t r i p  was accomplished th rough  t h e .  u s e  of  Avon 
Redshank rubber  r a f t s  wi th  Mercury 4 HP motors .  These 
were provided by BLM a s  t h e  r a f t s  which we o rde red  l a s t  
June had n o t  a r r i v e d .  The r a f t s  and equipment were 
a i r l i f t e d  t o  J a k e ' s  Bar .  i n  two t r i p s .  The. c h a r t e r e d  
p l a n e  was a l s o  s u p p l i e d  by BLM. 
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P r e s e n t l y  t h e  r i v e r  a r e a  i s  used  e x t e n s i v e l y  f o r  h u n t i n g .  
There i s  n o t  much f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  C h i t i n a  but  t h e  ponds 
and l a k e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  r e c e i v e  heavy u s e .  There i s  l i t t l e  
ev idence  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  g e t s  much u s e  a s  a canoeing s t r e a m .  
The o l d  r a i l r o a d  grade  from McCarthy t o  t h e  Copper River  
i s  u s a b l e  by four-wheel  d r i v e  v e h i c l e s .  Th i s  road roughly  
p a r a l l e l s  t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  C h i t i n a  approximately 3 
m i l e s  from t h e  r i v e r .  The S t a t e  Highway Department i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  grading  t h i s  roadbed t o  makc i t  u s a b l e  f o r  
conven t iona l  automobile  t r a f f i c .  

I 

Access i s  a  minor problem i n  the C h i t i n a .  The p r o s p e c t i v e  
r i v e  r  u s e r  must f l y  i n  t o  t h e  u p p e r r e a c h e s ,  a s i t u a t i o n  
n o t  uncommon i n  Alaska;  however, t h i s  does l i m i t  use  t o  
t h o s e  who can a f f o r d  t o  c h a r t e r  a  p l a n e  o r  own one. 

Being a g l a c i a l  r i v e r ,  t h e  C h i t i n a  i s  c o l d  d u r i n g  a l l  
s easons .  This  p r e s e n t s  a problem t o  t h e  r i v e r  u s e r  u n l e s s  
wearing a  wet s u i t .  The t u r b i d i t y ,  common i n  g l a c i a l  
s t r e a m s ,  adds t o  t h i s  problem a s  we cannot  e s t i m a t e  dep ths  
r e a d i l y  and must c o n s t a n t l y  r e a d  t h e  wa te r  s u r f a c e  t o  s t a y  
o u t  of  t r o u b l e .  Th i s  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  an  exper ienced 
c a n o e i s t  b u t  a nov ice  could  g e t  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t y  q u i t e  
o f t e n .  Another problem wi th  t u r b i d  r i v e r s  i s  t h a t ,  i n  
t h e  event  of  an a c c i d e n t ,  g e a r  over  t h e  s i d e  i s  n o t  
l i k e l y  t o  be recovered .  

Rapids p r e s e n t  a problem t o  t h e  nov ice  but  f o r  an exper ienced 
c a n o e  i s t  t h e y can be n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  some c a r e  o r ,  i n  some 
i n s t a n c e s ,  avoided e n t i r e l y .  

There i s  a p o t e n t i a l  dam s i t e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  Lakina Rive r ,  
a t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  C h i t i n a .  Should t h i s  s i t e  e v e r  be 
developed,  f low c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  t h e  C h i t i n a  below t h e  
conf luence  of  t h e  Lakina could  be a l t e r e d  and, pe rhaps ,  
p r e s e n t  a problem t o  r i v e r  u s e r s .  Converse ly ,  r e g u l a t e d  
f lows cou ld  prove b e n e f i c i a l .  

S e v e r a l  mining companies a r e  r e p u t e d l y  i n t e r e s  t e d  i n  t h e  
' a r ea  around McCarthy. I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  mining 
i n t c r c s t s  pushing f o r  t h e  development of  t h e  road  t o  
McCarthy and t h e  conse rva t ion  groups i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  
Mining i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of a wi ld  
r i v e r  a r e a  a r e  a  p o t c n t i a l p s o b l e m  and must be cons ide red  
should t h i s  r i v e r  be l i s t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  f u r t h e r  
s t u d y. 



The C h i t i n a  R i v e r  p r o v i d e s  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
canoe ing ,  kayaking  o r  r a f t i n g .  P o w e r  b o a t i n g  i s  n o t  
recommended a s  t h e  r i v e r  i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  t u r b i d .  The 
b r a i d e d  c h a n n e l s  and g r a v e l  b a r s  would p r e c l u d e  t h e  
s a f e  u se  o f  a power b o a t ,  e x c e p t i n g  of  c o u r s e  a f l a t  
bottomed j e t  b o a t  i n  t h e  hands o f  a s k i l l e d  o p e r a t o r  who 
cou ld  r e a d  t h e  r i v e r .  A s  t h e  C h i t i n a  i s  a g l a c i a l  r i v e r  
and q u i t e  c o l d ,  kayake r s  s h o u l d  d e f i n i t e l y  wear wet s u i t s ,  
and t h e y  a r e  recommended f o r  t h o s e  t r a v e l i n g  i n  open canoes  
a s  w e l l .  The r i v e r  h a s  a f a s t  c u r r e n t  and t h e r e  a r e  
numerous s t r e t c  h e s  where one i s  l i a b l e  t o  swamp a  canoe 
u n l e s s  e x e r c i s i n g  extreme c a u t i o n .  Grave l  b a r s  a r e  f r e -
quen t  and camping a r e a s  e a s i l y  l o c a t e d .  

While on t h e  r i v e r  we s i g h t e d  p e r e g r i n e  f a l c o n s  and 
e a g l e s  b u t  o t h e r  forms of  w i l d l i f e  were n o t  s e e n .  
Evidence o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  moose and g r i z z l y  b e a r  

owas p l e n t i f u l  and ,  on t h e  f 1 i g h t  u p t h e  r i v e r ,  t w omoose 
were s e e n  i n  ponds on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  C h i t i n a  w i t h i n  
a  h a l f  m i l e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  The l a n d  had t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  good sheep  c o u n t r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r i d g e s  on t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  Gray l ing  were caugh t  a t  f r e s h  w a t e r  
t r i b u t a r  i e s  emptying i n t o  t h e  C h i t i n a .  

Views from t h e  r i v e r  a r e  e x c e l l e n t .  Fi reweed Mountain ,  
MacColl Ridge and s e v e r a l  unnzmed mounta ins  on t h e  n  o r t h  
and Nelson Mountain and o t h e r  unnamed r i d g e s  cn  t h e  s o u t h  
a r e  v i s i b l e  f o r  m i l e s  from t h e  r i v e r .  The r i v e r  banks a r e  
f o r e s t e d  w i  t h  b i r c h ,  a l d e r ,  willows and b l a c k  s p r u c e .  I n  
some a r e a s  t h e  f o r e s t s  s c r e e n  o u t  t h e  d i s t a n t  v i s t a s  b u t  
g e n e r a l l y  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  

The o l d  Kennecot t  Copper Mine was l o c a t e d  n o r t h  of  t h e  
C h i t i n a  R i v e r  and mining and t r a p p i n g  were c a r r i e d  on  i n  
t h e  a r e a  i n  y e a r s  p a s t .  We l o c a t e d  an  abandoned c a b i n  
j u s t  west  o f  t h e  Chakina R i v e r  i n  t h e  deep  f o r e s t  about  a  
q u a r t e r  m i l e  from t h e  C h i t i n a .  I t  appea red  a s  though no 
one had been t h e r e  i n  30 y e a r s .  Implements were n e a t l y  
a r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  c a b i n  and would have been u s a b l e  h a d  n o t  
the  roof  caved i n  and exposed t h e  i n t e r i o r  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t s .  
Nearby we found a  double  s e t  t r a p ,  one o f  which had n o t  
been sprung .  The e n t i r e  a r e a  has  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
f o r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r a p p i n g and mining e r a .  
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A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  r i v e r  r econna i s sance ,  t h e  l a n d  s t a t u s  
was 3 0 %  Nat ive ,  2 0 %  ( d ) ( l )  and 5 0 %  ( d ) ( 2 ) .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
may change a s a r e s u l t  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  (d) (1) - (d) ( 2 )  l a n d s .  

Recommendation: Although t h e  C h i t i n a  r i v e r  i t s e l f  i s  
n o t  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t i v e  r i v e r  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  
extreme t u r b i d i t y  common t o  g l a c i a l  s t r e a m s ,  it i s  worthy 
of  a d d i t i o n a l  indep th  s t u d y  f o r  p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  system. 

c h a r a c t e r  of  
Th i s  recommendation i s  based  on t h e  

s c e n i c  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  canoeing exper ience  
p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  p r i m i t i v e  environment and t h e  e x c e l l e n t  
hun t ing  p o t e n t i a l  a long t h e  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r .  




