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: Task Force Leader 

From : Noel P .  Granzow 

SUBJECT: T r i p  Report- C h i t i n a  River ,  J a k e ' s  Bar t o  mouth, 
Aug 2 6 - 3 0 ,  1 9 7 2  

On Saturday morning, August 2 6 ,  an i n t e r a g e n c y  f i e l d  t a s k  
f o r c e  met a t  t h e  C h i t i n a  A i r p o r t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  
f o u r - d  a yr i v c r  e v a l u a t i o n  f l o a t  t r i p  of t h e  C h i t i n a  R ive r .  
The t r i p  was organized  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

, of t h e  I n t e r i o r  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  C h i t i n a  River  a s  one of  
s e v e r a l  r i v e r s  i n  Alaska t o  be s t u d i e d  f o r  p o s s i b l e  
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  system of w i l d  and s c e n i c  
r i v e r s .  The S e c r e t a r y ' s  l i s t  of r i v e r s  i s  n o t  t o  be 
r e l e a s e d  u n t i l  l a t e  September; however, as  e a r l y  September 
ends t h e  f i e l d  season,  we f e l t  i t  a d v i s a b l e  t o  run  a s 
many of  t h e  r i v e r s  on t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  l i s t  a s  p o s s i b l e  
dur ing  t h e  remainder of t h e  season.  

Members of t h e  C h i t i n a  f i e l d  t a s k  f o r c e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
myse l f ,  were a s  fo l lows :  

Lee Adler  - BLM Doug Cla rk  - U . C .  Santa  Cruz 
Bob Lund - BLM Mike Wright - BOR 
Roger Smith- ADF&G 

The U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  Na t iona l  Park S e r v i c e ,  U.S. F ish  
and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  Alaska Power A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  U.S. 
Corps of  Engineers  and t h e  Alaska  F e d e r a t i o n  of Nat ives  
were a l s o  c o n t a c t e d  but  t h e s e  a g e n c i e s ,  f o r  v a r i o u s  
r e a s o n s ,  were unable  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

The f l o a t  t r i p  was accomplished th rough  t h e .  u s e  of  Avon 
Redshank rubber  r a f t s  wi th  Mercury 4 HP motors .  These 
were provided by BLM a s  t h e  r a f t s  which we o rde red  l a s t  
June had n o t  a r r i v e d .  The r a f t s  and equipment were 
a i r l i f t e d  t o  J a k e ' s  Bar .  i n  two t r i p s .  The. c h a r t e r e d  
p l a n e  was a l s o  s u p p l i e d  by BLM. 
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P r e s e n t l y  t h e  r i v e r  a r e a  i s  used  e x t e n s i v e l y  f o r  h u n t i n g .  
There i s  n o t  much f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  C h i t i n a  but  t h e  ponds 
and l a k e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  r e c e i v e  heavy u s e .  There i s  l i t t l e  
ev idence  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  g e t s  much u s e  a s  a canoeing s t r e a m .  
The o l d  r a i l r o a d  grade  from McCarthy t o  t h e  Copper River  
i s  u s a b l e  by four-wheel  d r i v e  v e h i c l e s .  Th i s  road roughly  
p a r a l l e l s  t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  C h i t i n a  approximately 3 
m i l e s  from t h e  r i v e r .  The S t a t e  Highway Department i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  grading  t h i s  roadbed t o  makc i t  u s a b l e  f o r  
conven t iona l  automobile  t r a f f i c .  

I 

Access i s  a  minor problem i n  the C h i t i n a .  The p r o s p e c t i v e  
r i v e  r  u s e r  must f l y  i n  t o  t h e  u p p e r r e a c h e s ,  a s i t u a t i o n  
n o t  uncommon i n  Alaska;  however, t h i s  does l i m i t  use  t o  
t h o s e  who can a f f o r d  t o  c h a r t e r  a  p l a n e  o r  own one. 

Being a g l a c i a l  r i v e r ,  t h e  C h i t i n a  i s  c o l d  d u r i n g  a l l  
s easons .  This  p r e s e n t s  a problem t o  t h e  r i v e r  u s e r  u n l e s s  
wearing a  wet s u i t .  The t u r b i d i t y ,  common i n  g l a c i a l  
s t r e a m s ,  adds t o  t h i s  problem a s  we cannot  e s t i m a t e  dep ths  
r e a d i l y  and must c o n s t a n t l y  r e a d  t h e  wa te r  s u r f a c e  t o  s t a y  
o u t  of  t r o u b l e .  Th i s  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  an  exper ienced 
c a n o e i s t  b u t  a nov ice  could  g e t  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t y  q u i t e  
o f t e n .  Another problem wi th  t u r b i d  r i v e r s  i s  t h a t ,  i n  
t h e  event  of  an a c c i d e n t ,  g e a r  over  t h e  s i d e  i s  n o t  
l i k e l y  t o  be recovered .  

Rapids p r e s e n t  a problem t o  t h e  nov ice  but  f o r  an exper ienced 
c a n o e  i s t  t h e y can be n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  some c a r e  o r ,  i n  some 
i n s t a n c e s ,  avoided e n t i r e l y .  

There i s  a p o t e n t i a l  dam s i t e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  Lakina Rive r ,  
a t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  C h i t i n a .  Should t h i s  s i t e  e v e r  be 
developed,  f low c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  t h e  C h i t i n a  below t h e  
conf luence  of  t h e  Lakina could  be a l t e r e d  and, pe rhaps ,  
p r e s e n t  a problem t o  r i v e r  u s e r s .  Converse ly ,  r e g u l a t e d  
f lows cou ld  prove b e n e f i c i a l .  

S e v e r a l  mining companies a r e  r e p u t e d l y  i n t e r e s  t e d  i n  t h e  
' a r ea  around McCarthy. I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  mining 
i n t c r c s t s  pushing f o r  t h e  development of  t h e  road  t o  
McCarthy and t h e  conse rva t ion  groups i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  
Mining i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of a wi ld  
r i v e r  a r e a  a r e  a  p o t c n t i a l p s o b l e m  and must be cons ide red  
should t h i s  r i v e r  be l i s t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  f u r t h e r  
s t u d y. 



The C h i t i n a  R i v e r  p r o v i d e s  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
canoe ing ,  kayaking  o r  r a f t i n g .  P o w e r  b o a t i n g  i s  n o t  
recommended a s  t h e  r i v e r  i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  t u r b i d .  The 
b r a i d e d  c h a n n e l s  and g r a v e l  b a r s  would p r e c l u d e  t h e  
s a f e  u se  o f  a power b o a t ,  e x c e p t i n g  of  c o u r s e  a f l a t  
bottomed j e t  b o a t  i n  t h e  hands o f  a s k i l l e d  o p e r a t o r  who 
cou ld  r e a d  t h e  r i v e r .  A s  t h e  C h i t i n a  i s  a g l a c i a l  r i v e r  
and q u i t e  c o l d ,  kayake r s  s h o u l d  d e f i n i t e l y  wear wet s u i t s ,  
and t h e y  a r e  recommended f o r  t h o s e  t r a v e l i n g  i n  open canoes  
a s  w e l l .  The r i v e r  h a s  a f a s t  c u r r e n t  and t h e r e  a r e  
numerous s t r e t c  h e s  where one i s  l i a b l e  t o  swamp a  canoe 
u n l e s s  e x e r c i s i n g  extreme c a u t i o n .  Grave l  b a r s  a r e  f r e -
quen t  and camping a r e a s  e a s i l y  l o c a t e d .  

While on t h e  r i v e r  we s i g h t e d  p e r e g r i n e  f a l c o n s  and 
e a g l e s  b u t  o t h e r  forms of  w i l d l i f e  were n o t  s e e n .  
Evidence o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  moose and g r i z z l y  b e a r  

owas p l e n t i f u l  and ,  on t h e  f 1 i g h t  u p t h e  r i v e r ,  t w omoose 
were s e e n  i n  ponds on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  C h i t i n a  w i t h i n  
a  h a l f  m i l e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  The l a n d  had t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  good sheep  c o u n t r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r i d g e s  on t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  Gray l ing  were caugh t  a t  f r e s h  w a t e r  
t r i b u t a r  i e s  emptying i n t o  t h e  C h i t i n a .  

Views from t h e  r i v e r  a r e  e x c e l l e n t .  Fi reweed Mountain ,  
MacColl Ridge and s e v e r a l  unnzmed mounta ins  on t h e  n  o r t h  
and Nelson Mountain and o t h e r  unnamed r i d g e s  cn  t h e  s o u t h  
a r e  v i s i b l e  f o r  m i l e s  from t h e  r i v e r .  The r i v e r  banks a r e  
f o r e s t e d  w i  t h  b i r c h ,  a l d e r ,  willows and b l a c k  s p r u c e .  I n  
some a r e a s  t h e  f o r e s t s  s c r e e n  o u t  t h e  d i s t a n t  v i s t a s  b u t  
g e n e r a l l y  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .  

The o l d  Kennecot t  Copper Mine was l o c a t e d  n o r t h  of  t h e  
C h i t i n a  R i v e r  and mining and t r a p p i n g  were c a r r i e d  on  i n  
t h e  a r e a  i n  y e a r s  p a s t .  We l o c a t e d  an  abandoned c a b i n  
j u s t  west  o f  t h e  Chakina R i v e r  i n  t h e  deep  f o r e s t  about  a  
q u a r t e r  m i l e  from t h e  C h i t i n a .  I t  appea red  a s  though no 
one had been t h e r e  i n  30 y e a r s .  Implements were n e a t l y  
a r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  c a b i n  and would have been u s a b l e  h a d  n o t  
the  roof  caved i n  and exposed t h e  i n t e r i o r  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t s .  
Nearby we found a  double  s e t  t r a p ,  one o f  which had n o t  
been sprung .  The e n t i r e  a r e a  has  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
f o r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r a p p i n g and mining e r a .  
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A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  r i v e r  r econna i s sance ,  t h e  l a n d  s t a t u s  
was 3 0 %  Nat ive ,  2 0 %  ( d ) ( l )  and 5 0 %  ( d ) ( 2 ) .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
may change a s a r e s u l t  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  (d) (1) - (d) ( 2 )  l a n d s .  

Recommendation: Although t h e  C h i t i n a  r i v e r  i t s e l f  i s  
n o t  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t i v e  r i v e r  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  
extreme t u r b i d i t y  common t o  g l a c i a l  s t r e a m s ,  it i s  worthy 
of  a d d i t i o n a l  indep th  s t u d y  f o r  p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  system. 

c h a r a c t e r  of  
Th i s  recommendation i s  based  on t h e  

s c e n i c  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  canoeing exper ience  
p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  p r i m i t i v e  environment and t h e  e x c e l l e n t  
hun t ing  p o t e n t i a l  a long t h e  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r .  




