
Important Information About the 
Alaska River Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even decades after they were 
written.  However, we recommend that you to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of information that you will 
supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be very dangerous because of their 
remoteness, the climate, their sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper 
clothing, equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call for help if 
you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other communications tool if at all 
possible (but not usually a cell phone because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You 
should plan carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in these documents may 
no longer be accurate.  These logs were compiled long before massive land transferals 
of unreserved public land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River 
users should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where appropriate, and to 
avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some additional information Alaska native 
landowners.  You can obtain information about access on public lands from the Alaska 
Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was 
legal decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state 
fishing and hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  
More restrictive federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as 
possible searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a 
text capture process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted 
these to HTML files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated 
during these processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original 
material. 
 
 

http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.outdoorsdirectory.com/alaska-native-land-ownership.htm
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.nps.gov/aplic/
http://www.adfg.state.ak.us/
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O v e r f l i g h t  made on August 2 4 .  Water low, c l e a r .  
Many r a p i d s .  Free  o f  sweepers .  Meandered s t r e a m  cou r se  
between Copper and Crescen t  Creeks looks  v e r y  sha l low .  

H e l i c o p t e r  F-111 used t o  t r a n s p o r t  two canoes ,  t h r e e  
peop le  and g e a r  t o  h igh  w a t e r  channel  j u s t  downstream 
from mouth o f  Copper Creek. 

From a  canoeing/kayaking s t a n d p o i n t  t h i s  i s  one of  
t h e  b e s t  c l e a r w a t e r ,  wh i t ewa te r  s t reams i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
o f  S t a t e .  

The r a t i o  o f  poo l s  t o  r i f f l e s  o u t s t a n d i n g - - f e w  
p o o l s  and t h e y  a r e  s h o r t - - u n t i l  lower 1 / 4  segment where 
b a s i c a l l y  p o o l s .  

A t  low wate r  l e v e l s  would have t o  l i n e  o r  walk 
th rough  rock  gardens  and b a r s  above Crescen t  Creek.  
However, a t  wa te r  l e v e l  examined, cou ld  have s t a r t e d  
much h i g h e r  on Char ley  and probably  Copper and Crescen t  
Creeks  runab le .  From t h e  a i r  t h e  Char ley i s  v e r y  
mi s l ead ing .  Water e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c l e a r ,  t h e r e f o r e  4 f e e t  
o f  water  o v e r  rocks  looks  l i k e  4 inches  o r  l e s s .  Can s e e  
bottom p l a i n l y  i n  + 15 f e e t  o f  wate r .  - 

River  bed i s  cobb le /bou lde r .  No sand and l i m i t e d  
s m a l l  g r a v e l  (pea s i z e )  u n t i l  on to  f l a t s  n e a r  Bonanza 
Creek.  

Water c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  u s i n g  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
D i f f i c u l t y  Ra t ing  i s  C l a s s  I I / I I I .  S k i l l  l e v e l  
Intermediate/Advanced.  

Rapids a r e  b a s i c a l l y  b o u l d e r  f i e l d s  ( rock  g a r d e n s ) .  
Rocks rounded,  c u r r e n t  v e r y  s w i f t .  Maneuvering i s  a  
c o n s t a n t  r equ i r emen t .  Al though maneuvering i s  mandi to ry ,  
few p l a c e s  a t  wa te r  l e v e l  we examined where p r e c i s e  eddy 
t u r n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d .  Many r a p i d s  r e q u i r e  s c o u t i n g  t o  
de te rmine  c o r r e c t  channe l .  An u p s e t  p r e s e n t s  good 
p r o b a b i l i t y  f o r  damage and /or  l o s s  o f  equipment.  

Scenery o u t s t a n d i n g .  

I n t e r e s t i n g  geology.  



W i l d l i f e  a b u n d a n t - - e s p e c i a l l y  sheep which a r e  f r equen t  
o b s e r v e r s  of r i v e r  t r a v e l e r .  Sheep can  be s e e n  a t  very  
c l o s e  range (100-150 y d s . ) .  S u b s t a n t i a l  s i g n  o f  ca r ibou  
use  and/or  m i g r a t i o n .  Eagle  n e s t i n g  and perhaps  f a l c o n s  
on some of  c l i f f s a long  r i v e r .  

Evidence o f  man s c a r s e .  Few c a b i n s  e x i s t i n g  o r  
remains .  No appa ren t  mining a c t i v i t y .  

Care r e q u i r e d  i n  s c o u t i n g  t h i s  r i v e r  a s  more water  
cou ld  c r e a t e  s e v e r e  h y d r a u l i c s  f o r  sma l l  c r a f t ;  whereas 
l e s s  could  r e q u i r e  q u i t e  a  b i t  of  walking.  

Equipment used-: 1 7  f o o t  s t a n d a r d  Grurnman, 19  f o o t  
s q u a r e  s t e r n  Grumman. Motorboat  (jet) t r a v e l  has  been 
r e p o r t e d  upstream a s  f a r  a s  Copper Creek.  T h i s  can  be 
accomplished on ly  a t  r i g h t  wa te r  l e v e l  and t h e n  on ly  wi th .  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  abuse o f  equipment ( i f  p a i n t on rocks  a r e  
any i n d i c a t i o n ) .  I 

Water t empera tu re  d e f i n i t e l y  on c o o l  s i d e .  I n  e a r l y  
s p r i n g  o r  l a t e  f a l l ,  u s e  o f  wet s u i t s  should  be s t r o n g l y  
cons ide red  a s  t h e  chance of  g e t t i n g  wet i n  a  s m a l l  c r a f t  
i s  good. 



FIELD NOTES 

Arr ived  a t  t h e  Charley R ive r  about  4 p.m. 

S e t  up camp on a  sand  b a r .  Concluded suppe r  and i t  began 

t o  r a i n ,  a  g e n t l e  r a i n  bu t  t h e  k i n d  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  it cou ld  

go on aga in  a l l  n i g h t .  The mountains t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  u s  

a r e  a l l  snowcapped w i t h  f r e s h  snow from l a s t  n i g h t  and 

t h e  day b e f o r e .  A l so ,  we had a  t h i n  skim of  i c e  on t h e  

wa te r  t h i s  morning when we go t  up on t h e  Kandik. Mouth 

o f  t h e  Char ley somewhat d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d ,  a s  s e v e r a l  

i s l a n d s  i n  Yukon. Charley con f luence  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  mouth 

o f  t h e  Kandik. The Kandik, ( looking a t  it from t h e  Yukon) 

is v i r t u a l l y  u n n o t i c e a b l e  i n  terms o f  i t s  canyon. The 

Char ley  however does  have a  d e f i n i t e  t o p o g r a h i c  s u g g e s t i o n  

of a  major d r a i n a g e .  Water c l e a r ,  l o o k s  l i k e  t h e  l e v e l  i s  

low; however, it has  been h i g h e r  r e c e n t l y .  

Seve ra l  l a r g e  wolf t r a c k s  s e e n  i n  t h e  sand and i n  s i l t  

a long  t h e  banks.  

Sep 10 .  Rain s t i l l  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  come down. During 

t h e  n i g h t  we g o t  up and mov'ed t h e  canoes  j u s t  a s  a  

p r e c a u t i o n ,  bu t  was unnecessary a s  t h e  wa te r  d i d  n o t  r i s e  

a t  a l l .  A t  1 1 : O O  t h e  BLM Goose a r r i v e d  and l e f t  two drums 

o f  f u e l  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  had t a k e n  o f f  from 

Fairbanks a t  7:00 and was due i n  a t  any t ime  b u t  t h e  

weather  was bad. 



J e r r y  Timmons l e f t  w i t h  t h e  Goose t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  du ty  

s t a t i o n  a t  11:45. During t h a t  t ime  i n t e r m i t t e n t  r a i n  and 

sun,  ground fog  beginning t o  l i f t ,  h igh  v i s i b i l i t y  on ly  

f o r  v e r y  s h o r t  pe r iods  of  t ime.  A t  about  2 :30  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  

came i n ,  made a  c i r c l e ,  landed a t  a  b a r  on t h e  Yukon, f u e l  

and g e a r  s t a s h e d ,  then took o f f  a g a i n  t o  r e t u r n  about  an 

hour l a t e r .  

S c o t t  Grundy, Dept. o f  F i s h  & Game, Alaska ,  and t h e  

p i l o t  had flown up t h e  Kandik a s  t hey  had n o t  s een  ou r  

camp j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Char ley .  Upon r e t u r n  

t h e y  saw Fred a t  t h e  a r e a  where t h e  f u e l ,  food ,  and motor 

had been o f f loaded .  

We cont inued  break ing  camp (aga in  i n  i n t e r m i t t e n t  

s h o r t  r a i n  showers and b r i e f  s u n s h i n e ) .  

S t a r t e d  t h e  s h u t t l e  t o  Copper Creek and i ts  conf luence  

w i t h  t h e  Char ley River a t  about  3 : 3 0 .  The s h u t t l e  completed 

a t  approximate ly  5: 30. 

S c o t t ,  myself and Fred a r e  t h e  o n l y  ones  on t h i s  

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t r i p .  Alden s e n t  a n o t e  s a y i n g  t h a t  he 

wasn ' t  coming i n  and t h a t  J e r r y  shou ld  s t a y  a s  h i s  meeting 

had been c a n c e l l e d .  However, J e r r y  a l r e a d y  gone.  

On t h e  way i n  s i g h t e d  a  v e r y  n i c e  b u l I  moose i n  t h e  

t u n d r a  a r e a  and t h r e e  sheep n e a r  t h e  r i v e r .  .When Fred and 

S c o t t  came they  saw a  v e r y  l a r g e  cinnamon g r i z z l y  n e a r  t h e  

r i v e r  i n  t h e  lower t u n d r a  a r e a s .  Camp i s  approximate ly  



100 y a r d s  below t h e  con f luence  o f  t h e  Copper Creek.  The 

s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  was because  of  good l a n d i n g  s i t e  

on t h e  r i v e r b a n k  and t h e r e  a r e  t r e e s  on an  o l d  f l o o d  

c h a n n e l .  Riverbed composed o f  l a r g e  cobb le s .  Have a 

C l a s s  II, p o s s i b l y  C l a s s  III r a p i d s  t o  s t a r t  o f f  w i t h  

tomorrow immediate ly  downstream from o u r  c a m p s i t e ,  A 

s i m i l a r  r a p i d  upst ream a l s o  he lped  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  

camps i t e .  

The r i v e r  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c l e a r  and l o o k s  ve ry  

i n t e r e s t i n g  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  combina t ion  whi tewate r  

canoe-camping t r i p s .  Time w i l l  t e l l .  

Sep 11. Char ley  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  a  bang! A b e a r  v i s i t e d  

o u r  camp l a s t  n i g h t  on t h e  beach where we had a l l  o u r  food 

s t o r e d ,  about  100 y a r d s  from where we were camping. 

Appa ren t ly  had  a  sma l l  g r i z z l y  o r  a  cinnamon b l a c k  v i s i t  

o u r  p remises .  . F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  on ly  . t h ing  t h a t  was t aken  

was one can o f  bee r  and t h i s  go t  u s  o u t  of  a  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  

b i n d  a s  we had an  e x t r a  can o f  bee r  anyway. The t o o t h  

punc tu red  aluminum can  w i l l  make a  n i c e  memento. We imagined 

t h a t  we saw t h e  d e p a r t i n g  t r a c k s  show a l i t t l e  s t a g g e r i n g  

a f t e r w a r d s  and  w e  can  on ly  conclude t h a t  o u r  v i s i t o r  d i d  n o t  

l i k e  b e e r .  But he d i d  do- in 'my  b i g  wa te rp roo f  r u b b e r  bag 

which we had  been us ing  t o  s t o r e  t h e  food i n .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  it 

d i d  n o t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  food. Break,  o r a n g e s ,  c h e e s e ,  app les  and 

l u n c h  meat s t o r e d  under t h e  canoe and t h e  b e a r  d i d n ' t  g e t  

a t  t h i s .  O the r  g e a r  (cameras,  no tebooks ,  e t c . )  shambled around bu t  



no r e a l  damage. Some claw marks and t o o t h  marks h i t h e r  

and yon bu t  o t h e r  than t h e  one punctured can of beer  and 

t h e  rubber ized  bag, no s e r i o u s  damage. 

The water  very very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a  good Class  II

p o s s i b l y  C lass  III a t  a  lower o r  h igher  water l e v e l .  

Many rock gardens where maneuvering i s  requ i red .  Maneuvering 

does n o t  invo lve  a g r e a t  degree of d i f f i c u l t y  a s  you can 

look ahead and decide whether you need t o  be on t h e  l e f t  

o r  t h e  r i g h t  hand of t h e  stream and then  move t h e r e .  

The b r a i d e d  s e c t i o n  below Copper Creek which we noted 

from t h e  a i r  and on t h e  map i s  n o t  too  bad. Care must be 

taken  i n  s e l e c t i n g  the  c o r r e c t  channel ( s t a y  t o  r i g h t  a s  

a  genera l  r u l e ) .  A t  t h i s  t ime o f y e a r ,  a t  t h i s  water  l e v e l ,  

t h e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  water t o  g e n e r a l l y  f l o a t  t h e  canoe. 

One b a r  where we l i t e r a l l y  had t o  drag t h e  canoe ac ross .  

With l e s s  water  t h i s  s e c t i o n  could  become a  r e a l  problem. 

Current  very  s w i f t ; y o u  can s e e  i n  water up t o  10-15 

f e e t  deep wi th  no problems, c r y s t a l  c l e a r .  We d i d  no t  

observe any f i s h  nor d i d  we f i sh . .  

Today we came upon an o l d  c a b i n ,  t h e  cache had f a l l e n  

i n .  A very  l a r g e  number of  f i l e s ,  woodworking t o o l s ,  

gold pans,  n a i l s ,  t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  nature. ,  and many t r a p s .  

There probably were $100 t o  $150 worth o f  t r a p s  i n  workable 

c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e  cache. One of t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  was 

t h e  very  l a r g e  number of f i l e s  t h a t  were t h e r e .  These 



were b a s i c a l l y  f o r  metal  work of  d i f f e r e n t  types ;  s h o r t ,  

long,  round, sk inny,  e t c .  A complete t o o l  cache appears  

t o  be t h e r e ,  inc lud ing  severa l  handsaws, two o r  t h r e e  

p l a n e s ,  a  wood b lock  p lane ,  augers f o r  d r i l l i n g ,  squares ,  

e t c .  Nai l s  were round. R e l a t i v e l y ,  age of t h e  cache 

would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  probably used dur ing  1930 's .  The 

cache i t s e l ' f  was completely down, t h e  cabin  completely 

d e t e r i o r a t e d .  So i t  c a n ' t  be new. B o t t l e s  were a l l  of  

modern e x t r a c t i o n .  "Finament" was t h e  only  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

b o t t l e .  

The second cab in  was found l a t e r  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon ,  i n  

sec .  25, T. 2 N ,  R. 2 1  E ,  , a t  about 3:30 i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

No i n d i c a t i o n  a s  t o  what t h i s  cabin  was used f o r ,  probably 

a t r a p p e r s  cab in .  A t r a i l  up creek sugges ts  dog-s led  width.  

An aluminum canoe o r  t h e  remains of one t h e r e .  The canoe 

i t s e l f  was a  r i v e t e d  canoe,  strapped r a t h e r  than  r ibs '  and 

cane woven wood s e a t s .  The canoe s i d e s  may have been 

double-hauled. You c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  f o r  s u r e .  The aluminum 

i t s e l f  was extremely b r i t t l e ,  you could f l a k e  it ou t .  The 

f l o a t a t i o n  chambers were s t i l l  i n t a c t  and looked p r e t t y  

good except someone had "plinked" them. Canoe i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

p l a t e  i s  marked "USA, Saginaw, Mich., Model # 4 ,  C.W. STIVER 

trademark, p a t e n t  # 2083410. l1 Unusual a s p e c t  of  t h e  cab in  

i s  t h e  tepee  type  dog house r a t h e r  than  t h e  square  box type .  

These were b u i l t  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e .  There were 



four  o r  f i v e  of them behind t h e  cab in .  No cache;  no o t h e r  

i n d i c a t i o n  of d a t e  o r  func t ion .  
5 

Spending t h e  n igh t  on t h e  bar  about 2 miles  above Essie
Creek. 

Weather very good today,  sunny bu t  cool .  Water 

temperature very cool .  Wore a  wet s u i t  a l l  day and was 

n o t  uncomfortable a t  a l l .  The mountains,  twin peaks 

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  i n d i c a t e  f r e s h  snow i n  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  

days.  These were t h e  same mountains t h a t  we saw from t h e  

mouth of  t h e  Yukon. 

Observed t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  bands of t h e  Charley River 

sheep, very cur ious  and very  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  e a s i l y  and 

r e a d i l y  observed from t h e  r i v e r  wi th  t h e  naked eye.  

Glasses  would he lp  but a r e  n o t  necessary .  This  i s  an 

unusual f a c t o r  and d e f i n i t e l y  a  p l u s  i n  terms of w i l d l i f e .  

So f a r  t h e  r ap ids  would be cons idered  Class  II There . 

a r e  many rock gardens and s e v e r a l  chu tes  wi th  s tanding-  

waves 2 t o  3 f e e t  high. These, if taken d i r e c t l y  wi th  a  

loaded open canoe could cause problems. I n  almost  a l l  

cases  t h e r e  i s  an a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  where t h e  prudent  

c a n o e i s t  could avoid main chu te  (where t h e r e  i s  a  good 

p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  swamping). 

So far, i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a fun  s t ream from t h e  whitewater 

s t andpo in t  and from t h e  s t andpo in t  of whitewater  camping. 

The count ry ,  t h e  mountain s i d e ,  t h e  views, f a n t a s t i c .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y  today wi th  t h e  b l u e  dky, new snow on t h e  

. . 



mounta ins ,  and aspen  and cottonwood and t h e  b e r r y  bushes 

c l o t h i n g  mounta ins ide  and r ive rbank  i n  s u b t l e  shades  of 

r e d ,  ye l low and g o l d - - a l l  c o n t r a s t e d  wi th  t h e  b l u e  of  t h e  

sky and t h e  v e r y  c l e a r ,  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  

wa te r .  I t  i s  v e r y  v e r y  i n t r i g u i n g !  

Camp f o r  t h e  n i g h t  is  i n  s e c .  18 ,  R . 2 2  E. T.  2 N. 

Covered approximate ly  15  m i l e s .  

Sep 1 2 .  L igh t  r a i n  ' f a l l i n g ,  looks  l i k e  we have had 

o u r  good day f o r  t h e  week. Camped a t  approximate ly  9:30. 

A r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  day ,  t o  s ay  t h e  l e a s t .  The l a s t  

o f  o u r  beer  went under .  We u n f o r t u n a t e l y  recovered  e x a c t l y  
5 

two. A t  about  t h e  mouth of  E s s i e Creek a  sma l l  rounded 

bou lde r  a t  t h e  end o f  a  long  g r a v e l  b a r  l e a p t  up i n t o  t h e  

middle  of P r a i r i e  Dog III and grabbed ho ld  w i t h  such v i g o r  

t h a t  Fred was unable  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  canoe,  which t h e n  

t u r n e d  sideways i n  t h e  f a s t  c u r r e n t  i n t o  a s e r i e s  o f  t h r e e  

b o u l d e r s  w i t h  d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s  t o  some o f  t h e  g e a r .  

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  l o s t  ( o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  b e e r )  

were two cans  o f  s p a r e  ham a  sponge. Every th ing  e l s e  

came through .  My s h o e s ,  a f t e r  t e d i o u s l y  d r y i n g  them f o r  

f o u r  days ,  a r e  wet aga in .  Rapid i t s e l f  was a  r e l a t i v e l y  

minor one i n  terms of  what we have been running .  

Extremely s w i f t  c u r r e n t  f o r e c l o s e d  a l l  o p t i o n s  once t h e  

canoe t u r n e d  sideways and began t o  broach.  I t  took  a l l  

t h r e e  o f  u s ;  (myself ,  S c o t t  and F r e d )  ; l i f t i n g  w i t h  



cons ide rab le  s t r e n g t h ,  t o  f r e e  t h e  canoe from t h e  main rock. 

A f a i r l y  good s i z e  dent  i s  i n  t h e  s i d e  nea r  t h e  c e n t e r  thwart  

and a  minor one i n  t h e  k e e l .  The one i n  t h e  k e e l  was 

"jumped ou t w 'and one on t h e  s i d e  can be f i x e d  wi th  no 

problem. No r i v e t s  popped and no ho les  punched. Continued 

on downstream a f t e r  drying out  on t h e  ad jacen t  g r a v e l  ba r .  

The water i s  cold! . 

From t h e  s tandpoint  of geology, t h i s  a f t e rnoon  about 

2 t o  2 1 / 2  mi les  of a  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  conglomerate along 

l e f t  bank. I t  has l a r g e  boulders  but  looks  metamorphic. 

There a r e  l e n s e s  of c r y s t a l i n e  s t r u c t u r e  wh-ich may o r  may 

no t  be igneous but d o n ' t  appear t o  be sedimentary.  

D e f i n i t e l y  r i v e r  worn cobbles ,  p i eces  o f  f r a c t u r e d  igneous 

rock a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  gray binding mat r ix .  Extremely 

i n t e r e s t i n g  from t h e  s t andpo in t  of - j u s t  -general  i n t e r e s t ,  

whether you a r e  a  g e o l o g i s t  o r  no t .  

I n t e r e s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  r i v e r  i s  t h e  g rave l -  

cobble bed. The cobbles  a r e  very l a r g e , -g e n e r a l l y  i n  

excess  of 1 2  t o  1 4  inches .  The stream i t s e l f  moves very- 

f a s t .  As a  r e s u l t  t h e r e  i s  very l i t t l e  sand,  o r  even 

f i n e  g r a v e l .  No s h a l e  a s  opposed t o  t h e  Kandik. This  

evening, j u s t  above Bear Creek, i s  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  and 

c o n s i s t e n t  sand t h a t  we have a c t u a l l y   seen  i n  a  b a r ,  

a l though f i n e  sand i s  found i n  t h e  g r a v e l  bed and t h e  cache 

t h a t  we found had two gold pans s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  



some place  i n  t h e  headwater a r e a s  people have used pans.  

The r a i n  or  l i g h t  m i s t  stopped about noon today,  but  

t h e  sun never completely burned through. I t  looks l i k e  a  

f a l l  day, you could look d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  sun and j u s t  

b a r e l y  see it as  a  mis ty  round white  glob.  The mountain 

t o p s  have genera l ly  been v i s i b l e ;  however, i n  s e v e r a l  

c a s e s  s t r i k i n g  views o f  a  c l e a r  r idge top  wi th  a  c loud 

hanging midway between t h e  t o p  r idge  of t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r .  

Since t h e  c e l l  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  l i g h t  meter has gone 

o u t ,  genera l ly  shoot ing  on t h e  hazy, o v e r c a s t  F-11 @ 6 0  

Have shot  seve ra l  though i n  t h e  deep shade dropping i t  

down t o  3.5. In  t h e  sun,  a t  F-11 @ 125. 

Sagebrush f a i r l y  obvious i n  the  open f a c e s  o f  t h e  

b l u f f s .  

Though t h e  water  i t s e l f  i s  extremely c l e a r ,  we have 

seen no f i s h  nor have we seen any r i s e .  Whether th is i s  

an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  f i s h  a r e n ' t  he re  o r  we ' re  j u s t  n o t  - 

see ing  them, I d o n ' t  know. No f i s h i n g  a t t empts  have been 

made. In  genera l ,  t h e  water  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  has  had few 

pools  and does not look l i k e  overproduct ive f i s h  h a b i t a t ,  

a s  t h e  water i s  moving extremely f a s t .  

Riverboat nav iga t ion  i s  supposed t o  go a s  f a r  up a s  

Cascade Creek and i s  r e p o r t e d l y  gone up a s  f a r  a s  Copper 

Creek. There i s  a  new a i r s t r i p  on Copper Creek which 

needs t o  be checked o u t .  Severa l  of t h e  b a r s  today showed 



where green  b o a t s  had e i t h e r  been drug upstream o r  down- 

s t ream,  you c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  which over  t h e  rocks  (same rock 

t h a t  caught t h e  P r a i r i e  Dog III had g reen  p a i n t  on i t ) .  

Our campground l a s t  n i g h t  had been used t h i s  yea r  

by a  r i v e r b o a t  and t h e  one we a r e  a t  now has  been used by 

somebody on t h e  r i v e r .  There i s  some l i t t e r ,  whiskey 

b o t t l e ,  s e v e r a l  b e e r  cans  l a y i n g  around,  and some cardboard  

( a l l  of  r e c e n t  o r i g i n ) .  One o f  t h e  b e e r  cans  s u g g e s t s  

bear  damage a l s o  a s  i t  has been chewed up. 

Las t  two days  have been w e a r i n g -a  f u l l  wet s u i t  and 

i t  worked ou t  p r e t t y  w e l l .  The one t h i n g  needed i s  wet 

s u i t  g loves .  Hands g e t  ve ry  c o l d  and chapped,  and a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  a r e  chapped t o  where t hey  a r e  c r a c k i n g  and b l eed  

ve ry  e a s i l y .  When t h e  canoe upse t  t oday ,  I had t o  s w i m  

a c r o s s  t h e  s t r eam,  and wi thou t  t h e  wet s u i t  would have 

been a  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  a s  even w i t h  t h e  w e t s u i t  t h e  wate r  

had a  po leax ing  e f f e c t  when it h i t  my c h e s t .  S e v e r a l  

t imes y e s t e r d a y  was i n  up t o  my w a i s t  l ook ing  f o r  ways 

around rocks ,  Also p i cked  up a n  a i r p l a n t  p a r t ,  which i s  

probably a  p a r t  o f  a  1947 c r a s h  i n  t h e  headwater  a r e a s .  

Sep 13.  L e f t  camp a t  about  9:45. D r i z z l i n g ,  r a i n  

s t a r t e d  du r ing  t h e  n i g h t  a t  abou t  10:00 and c o n t i n u e d  

du r ing  most of t h e  day;  F i n a l l y  s topped  a t  abou t  5: 00. 

a t  a  cab in  l o c a t e d  on o p p o s i t e  s i d e  of B o n a n z a  Creek,  

owned by George Wyat o f  Fairbanks (Alaska Game and  F i sh  

Commission). George, accompanied by h i s  t h r e e  sons  and 



d a u g h t e r ,  a l l  moose hunt ing .  Provided  f r e s h  moose l i v e r  

f o r  supper .  Very good, w i t h  on ions .  Moose have been 

s c a r s e  accord ing  t o  George. Also ,  as a  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  

o b s e r v a t i o n s  over  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  t h e  r i v e r  i t s e l f  

i s  about  18 inches  h ighe r  t h a n  it no rma l ly  would be a t  t h i s  

t ime  o f  yea r .  

River  c h a r a c t e r  has  changed c o n s i d e r a b l y  s i n c e  

y e s t e r d a y ,  now p o o l s  g r e a t l y  extended.  Cur ren t  a l t hough  

moving, n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  s lower  t han  p r e v i o u s l y .  R i f f l e s ,  

now v e r y  minor i n  comparison t o  p a s t  s e v e r a l  days ,  and no 

r a p i d s  a t  a l l .  

A good t r i p ,  a l though  some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  l o c a t i n g  

o u r s e l v e s  s e v e r a l  t imes  because o f  t h e  o v e r c a s t .  

An e x c e l l e n t  d i s p l a y  of t h e  a u r o r a  b o r e a l i s  t h i s  

evening observed.  

Sep 14.  L igh t  r a i n  aga in .  L e f t  camp a t  approximate ly  

9 : 4 5 ,  canoed down t o  t h e  c a b i n  a t  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  Kandik 

and i n s p e c t e d  t h a t .  The c a b i n  i n  p r e t t y  good shape.  

Recent c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h a t  t h e  l o g s  a r e  trimmed s o l i d ,  

r a t h e r  t han  axed on t h e  b u t t  ends and  on t h e  no tch ing .  

Cache, good shape ,  empty. The c a b i n  i t s e l f  does  n o t  show 

any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  r e c e n t  occupancy on a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  

Ca lendars  from 1963 and a  1970 n o t a t i o n ,  photographs ,  

n e g a t i v e s  on t h e  t a b l e  of  a  man, w i f e  and c h i l d  i n  t h e  

w i n t e r ,  o r  e a r l y  s p r i n g ,  showing wolves ,  e t c .  from a  
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t r a p p i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  Reached o u r  cache  a t  t h e  mouth of  t h e  

Char ley  about  11 :45 ,  r e t r i e v e d  t h e  motor g a s o l i n e  and b u f f a l o  

s k u l l .  Had t o  j e r r y - r i g  a mounting from some b l a z o  boxes 

t o  make t h e  motor f i t .  Only f i v e  g a l l o n s  o f  g a s o l i n e  t o  

make C i r c l e .  Depar ted Char ley  a t  12:30 p.m. 

I 



FLOATING THE CHARLEY RIVER 

LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION: The Charley River originates in the 
Yukon-Tanana uplands and flows northward about 108 river miles to 
the Yukon River. The river flows through three distinct 
topographic regions - open upland valley, entrenched river, and 
open floodplain - offering varied, sometimes spectacular scenery 
as well as unspoiled wilderness* The upland valleys drain a rugged 
mountain area where peaks over 6000 feet are common. The river 
passes beneath high bluffs and cliffs where the majority of the 
rapids occur. When the river leaves the high bluff area it enters 
the flat plain of the Yukon Valley where it slowly meanders to the 
Yukon River. 

WATER CLASS AND BOATING SEASON: The Charley River is a cold, 
clear, intermediate free-flowing stream. Maximum stream flow 
occurs in late May and early June. The boating season usually 
begins in June and there are generally sufficient flows to 
accommodate small boats through August. During periods of low 
water it is necessary to drag or portage a raft or kayak over 
shallow riffles and exposed rocks or gravel bars. The Charley 
River flows from its headwaters at approximately 4000 feet 
elevation to its confluence with the Yukon at about 700 feet. 

With an average gradient of 31 feet per mile the upper two-thirds 
of the river provides a healthy white water experience. When water 
levels are lower manoeuvering becomes a constant necessity and some 
rapids require scouting to determine the best channel. Most of the 
Charley is rated as class II (intermediate) water on the 
international scale of river difficulty, with limited areas rated 
as class III (more difficult) . During periods of high water on the 
upper sections of the Charley boaters can encounter class IV 
rapids. Caution should be exercised during these less common 
conditions. 

Most floaters use rafts or inflatable or folding kayaks because of 
their ease of transport by air. Open canoes are not recommended 
for the Charley River. 

ACCESS: There is no direct road access into the Charley River 
basin. The region surrounding the Charley River basin is 
accessible, however, by the Taylor and Steese highways which 
terminate at Eagle and Circle respectively. Access to the river 
is gained either by boat (running and lining up-river from the 
Yukon) or by aircraft. Fixed wing aircraft can land on a 
primitive, gravel airstrip located in the upper portion of the 
Charley just above Copper Creek. Helicopters are also permitted 
in the area by the Park Service due to the limited access. This 



is the only recreational use of helicopters 
preserve. Helicopters can carry visitors 
points by landing on numerous gravel bars up 
All helicopter use requires a permit 
superintendent. 

allowed within the 
to various starting 
and down the river. 
from the preserve 

Although permits are not required for floating the Charley River 
a voluntary trip plan, notification of trip completion and your 
group input are all helpful to the preserve staff. Contact the 
rangers in Eagle for further information. 

TRIP LENGTH: Most visitors to the Charley River charter a flight
to the headwaters of the Charley, float down river to the Yukon and 
take out at Circle. Average float time from the headwaters of the 
Charley at Gelvin's airstrip to the Yukon River (approximately 75 
miles) is six days. An additional two to three days are needed to 
float the Yukon to Circle (a distance of 70 miles). There are no 
rapids on this stretch of the Yukon. 

The Charley River basin (designated as a National Wild and Scenic 
River) is managed primarily as a wilderness area. The 1.1 million 
acres encompassed by this region are representative of some of the 
little-disturbed ecosystems of interior Alaska. Local plants and 
wildlife are the full-time residents of this area and should be 
treated with respect. Peregrine Falcon eyries may be encountered 
along the narrower sections of the river and should be avoided. 
Visitors to the area are encouraged to practice minimum-impact 
camping and traveling techniques. By following a few simple 
guidelines (a brochure is available at preserve headquarters) the 
next visitors to this area will have the opportunity to find it 
much as you will. 

Visitors are urged to exercise caution when floating the rivers in 
the Preserve. Water temperatures are consistently low, even in the 
summer, posing a severe hazard of hypothermia. Even the best 
swimmers should wear a life jacket at all times while on the water 
as a minimum safety precaution. Ranger patrols on the Charley are 
infrequent at best. Visitors must be safety conscious, well 
prepared, and self-sufficient. 

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS: For the segment of the trip on the Charley River 
down to the Yukon River the 1:63360 (one inch to one mile) Eagle 
C5, C6, D5, D6, and Charley River A4, A5, D4, B4 maps may be used. 
From the confluence to Circle the Charley River B5, B6, C6, and 
Circle C1 maps may be used. Alaska topographic quadrangles are 
available at U.S. Geological Survey Offices in Fairbanks and 
Anchorage. The NPS headquarters in Eagle carries the 1:250000 
series maps for this area. 

Further information on the preserve can be obtained in Eagle or by 
writing to: Superintendent, Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve, 
P.O. Box 167, Eagle, Alaska, 99738. 




