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J u l y  17  

A "Turbo Beaver" char te red  from Sea Airmotive i n  Anchorage was our 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  Marsh Fork of t h e  Canning River.  Dave, B i l l  
Welch, and I l e f t  Anchorage i n  t h e  morning and picked up Mike a t  a 
r e f u e l i n g  s t o p  i n  Fairbanks.  A f t e r  a long slow f l i g h t  and a s h o r t  s t o p  
a t  F t .  Yukon t h e  Turbo Beaver set us down on a gravelbar  on t h e  Marsh 
Fork about 2 1 / 2  r i v e r  mi les  above t h e  confluence wi th  t h e  creek o r i g i n a t i n g  
near  Porcupine Lake (T7S, R26E). This  w a s  about a s  f a r  up r i v e r  we f e l t  
w e  could f l o a t  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  water  level and a l s o  have a gravelbar  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  even t h e  s h o r t  l and ing  and t a k e  o f f  c a p a b i l i t y  of a Turbo 
Beaver. W e  found ourse lves  surrounded by some of t h e  impressively 
b e a u t i f u l  mountain scenery which is t y p i c a l  of t h e  e a s t e r n  Brooks Range. 
The Marsh Fork c u t s  a narrow swath through t h e s e  mountains a l l  t he  way 
t o  t h e  conf luence  wi th  t h e  main s t e m  where t h e  main stem of t h e  

. Canning River cont inues  f o r  an  a d d i t i o n a l  few r i v e r  miles through t h e  
mountains. The Marsh Fork appears  decep t ive ly  shal low from the  a i r  
because of i t s  c l a r i t y .  Ac tua l ly  i ts  s w i f t n e s s  and depth make cross ing 
i t  on f o o t  a somewhat d i f f i c u l t  t a sk .  During t h e  l a t e  evening the  r i v e r  
temporar i ly  r o s e  a few inches ,  probably a s  a r e s u l t  of snow melt i n  t h e  
headwaters dur ing  t h e  day. 



Canning River 

J u l y  1 8  

B i l l ,  Mike, and I spen t  much of t h e  day explor ing a small  t r i b u t a r y  t o  
t h e  e a s t  of Marsh Fork. We found t h e  walking t e r r a i n  t o  be  very good. 
Above t h e  f loodpla in t h e  t e r r a i n  is  mostly dry ,  f i rm,  and f r e e  from 
t h i c k ,  t a l l  brush o r tussocks.  S i m i l a r  t e r r a i n  is found along the  r i v e r  
u n t i l  t h e  main s t e m  e x i t s  from t h e  mountains. W e  watched a band of over 
70 sheep apparen t ly  a l l  ewes and lambs along t h e  south  s l o p e  of t h e  
c r e e k  dra inage.  We a l s o  s p o t t e d  a golden eag le  and a s i n g l e  caribou.  
We checked ou t  t h e  c reek  d r a i n i n g  t h e  l a k e  known a s  Xray Lake (T7S, 
R26E) and found t h e  water  l e v e l  t o  be  much t o  low f o r  f l o a t i n g .  W h i l e  
walking i n  t h e  evening on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  river w e  s p o t t e d  a wolf 
and a r e d  fox and t h r e e  rams h igh  above us on a r idge .  

J u l y  19 

I n  t h e  morning w e  i n f l a t e d  and loaded our two r a f t s  (13' Avon Adventurer 
and a 12 '  Avon Redshank) and s t a r t e d  o f f .  Th i s  upper p a r t  of t h e  Marsh 
Fork has a moderately f a s t  c u r r e n t  of about 6 t o  7 mph. The r i v e r  i s  
very bra ided and t h e  b e s t  channel  is n o t  always obvious. The r i v e r  
bottom i s  g rave l .  W e  encountered a few narrow p laces  and s e v e r a l  shallow 
r i p p l e  b a r s ,  some r e q u i r i n g  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s  of dragging. Overhanging 
willow brush i s  a l i t t l e  annoying b u t  posed no hazards f o r  us .  During 
about 2 1 /  2 hours on t h e  r i v e r  w e  t r a v e l e d  about 10 r i v e r  mi les .  Over 
t h i s  d i s t a n c e  t h e  r i v e r  passes  through a v a l l e y  about 1 / 3 m i l e  wide on 
t h e  f l o o r ,  wi th  h igh s c e n i c  rock  r i d g e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  W e  spo t t ed  a 
few sheep and 1 cow car ibou dur ing  t h e  day. W e  made camp on a low 
g r a v e l l y  bench on t h e  w e s t  bank of t h e  r i v e r .  Firewood i s  sparse .  The 
a i r  and water temperature a t  5:00 p.m., were 62oF ~and 45o F r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
I n  t h e  evening w e  hiked up a c r e e k  f lowing ou t  of a narrow canyon 
t y p i c a l  of many canyons ad jo in ing  t h e  Marsh Fork. The t e r r a i n  on t h e  
canyon f l o o r  o f f e r e d  easy walking. Poplar  trees up t o  15  f e e t  high 
occupied two s e p a r a t e  draws a long t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
canyon w e  walked up. B i l l  Long a r r i v e d  by chopper l a t e  i n  t h e  evening. 

J u l y  20 

Todays f l o a t i n g  provided us w i t h  t h e  b e s t  f l o a t  boat ing waters of the  
e n t i r e  t r i p .  During about 4 hours  on t h e  r i v e r  w e  t r a v e l e d  about 20 
r i v e r  mi les .  The f i r s t  t h r e e  r i v e r  mi les  a r e  very bra ided and shallow 
i n  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  s o  t h a t  dragging t h e  boa t s  over  very s h o r t  d i s t ances  
occas iona l ly  w a s  necessary.  A s h o r t  s t r e t c h  of C lass  II r a p i d s  with 
many rocks  t o  maneuver around is encountered b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  somewhat of 
a canyon where t h e  r i v e r  is  mostly contained w i t h i n  a s i n g l e  channel.  
For f o u r  m i l e s  t h e  r i v e r  o f f e r s  e x c i t i n g  Class  I I r a p i d s  wi th  some 
border ing on C l a s s  III The cha l l enge ,  al though not  a d i f f i c u l t  one i n  
r a f t s ,  comes from maneuvering among t h e  many rocks i n  moderately s w i f t  
water  (averaging about 6 mph). A t  t h e  nor th  end of t h e  "canyon" a r e  
good g rave lba rs  f o r  a i r c r a f t  use  which appear t o  have received regu la r  
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u s e .  A rough l and ing  s t r i p  has  been marked w i t h  rocks  and f l a g g i n g .  
The n e x t  4 t o  5 m i l e s  of r i v e r  i n c l u d e s  about  1 m i l e  of b r a i d e d  r i v e r  
and t h e n  more r a p i d s ,  C l a s s  II and p o s s i b l y  Class III. The waves h e r e  
are h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  encountered  f u r t h e r  up r i v e r .  Some l a r g e  rocks 
are i n  t h e  r i v e r  and one s h o r t  n a v i g a b l e  f a l l s  t h a t  a b o a t e r  may e a s i l y  
avo id .  There  a r e  a l s o  a few s h a r p  a n g l e  t u r n s  h e r e  and e l sewhere  on t h e  
r i v e r  where t h e  water r u s h e s  a g a i n s t  a rock  w a l l .  These p l a c e s  a r e  
e a s i l y  s p o t t e d  from a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  up r i v e r .  However, a t  h ighe r  
water, t h e s e  p l a c e s  could  be  v e r y  dangerous.  The remainder of t h e  day ' s  
f l o a t  w a s  most ly a long  b r a i d e d  r i v e r  w i t h  i n t e r m i t t e n t  s h o r t  s t r e t c h e s  
w i t h  r a p i d s .  

During t h e  day w e  s a w  one b u l l  c a r i b o u ,  a  few sheep ,  and two golden 
e a g l e s .  Dave caught  a few g r a y l i n g  up t o  12'  l ong  and s e v e r a l  small 
A r c t i c  cha r .  We explored  a s p r i n g  s p i l l i n g  w a t e r  down a s t e e p  s l o p e  
i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  a long  i ts w e s t  bank. B i l l  Long e s t i m a t e d  t h e  f low t o  be  
20 c f s .  Pop la r  t r e e s  abou t  20 f e e t  h i g h  and up t o  about  5 inches  i n  
d i ame te r  grow near  t h e  s p r i n g .  

During abou t  2  hours  on t h e  r i v e r  w e  f l o a t e d  abou t  10 r i v e r  mi l e s .  The 
r i v e r  c u r r e n t  i s  about  6 mph. About h a l f  way through t h e  days f l o a t  w e  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  main s tem of t h e  Canning River .  I n  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  c o n t r a s t  
t o  t h e  Marsh Fork t h e  main s tem was v e r y  s i l t y  and cont inued  t o  be 
c loudy t h e  remainder  of t h e  t r i p .  The conf luence  a r e a  of t h e  Marsh Fork 
and main s tem is v e r y  b ra ided .  C a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n  of a channel  is  impor tan t .  
W e  encountered  some sha l low r i p p l e  b a r s  which r e q u i r e d  dragging  t h e  
b o a t s  v e r y  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e s .  Below t h e  conf luence  t h e  r i v e r  i s  s t i l l  
v e r y  b r a i d e d  b u t  t h e  main channel  is obvious.  Near t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  i s  a l a k e  about  1 / 3  m i l e  long.  W e  s a w  A r c t i c  cha r  i n  t h e  l a k e  
b u t  were u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c a t c h i n g  any. A few g r a y l y i n g  were caught i n  
t h e  r i v e r .  

J u l y  22 

We t r a v e l e d  about  1 5  r i v e r  m i l e s  i n  about  4 1 /  2  hours  of f l o a t i n g .  Much 
of t h e  r i v e r  i s  b r a i d e d  b u t  t h e  main channel  i s  easy  t o  fo l low.  The 
r i v e r  moves a t  a good r a t e  w i t h  some C l a s s  II r a p i d s .  An upstream wind 
slowed ou r  p rog res s  and made i t  very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep t h e  r a f t s  i n  t h e  
main c u r r e n t ,  away from t h e  banks. The scene ry  changed d r a s t i c a l l y  a s  
w e  l e f t  t h e  mountains and e n t e r e d  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  count ry .  W e  camped up 
stream from t h e  ou t f low of Shubl ik  Sp r ing ,  a major s p r i n g .  I n  t h e  
evening  B i l l  Long and I h iked  t o  t h e  sou rce  of t h e  s p r i n g  where we found 
most of t h e  water  coming from 3 p l a c e s .  A r e l a t i v e l y  l u s h  growth of 
f l owers  and o t h e r  low growing v e g e t a t i o n  occu r s  around t h e  sou rce  a r e a  
of t h e  s p r i n g s .  T a l l  wil low shrub  grow a long  t h e  l e n g t h  of Shubl ik  
Creek. 








