
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 
About the Alaska River 
Logs 
 
These narratives about trips on Alaska rivers are valuable even 
decades after they were written.  However, we recommend that you 
to keep the following in mind as you read. 
 
First, a word of warning: use these river logs as one source of 
information that you will supplement with more.  Alaska rivers can be 
very dangerous because of their remoteness, the climate, their 
sources, and other factors.  Bring adequate and proper clothing, 
equipment, and food.  File a "float plan" with someone who can call 
for help if you do not return on time.  Take a satellite phone or other 
communications tool if at all possible (but not usually a cell phone 
because of their limited coverage in Alaska).  You should plan 
carefully for a safe and pleasant trip.   
 
Second, note also that land status information contained in 
these documents may no longer be accurate.  These logs were 
compiled long before massive land transferals of unreserved public 
land to restrictive public ownership or private ownership.  River users 
should be careful to follow federal or state regulations where 
appropriate, and to avoid trespassing on private land.  Here is some 
additional information Alaska native landowners.  You can obtain 

information about access on public lands from the Alaska Public Lands Information Center. 
 
Third, be sure to also check current fishing or hunting regulations, as what was legal 
decades ago may not be legal today.  You can obtain information about state fishing and 
hunting regulations from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game website.  More restrictive 
federal regulations may apply on certain federal lands. 
 
Finally, there may be errors.  We are working to make as much of this material as possible 
searchable by adding a text layer to the original image-only PDF files using a text capture 
process.  This process is ongoing.  Where possible, we have also converted these to HTML 
files.  Please note that while we have corrected obvious errors generated during these 
processes, errors may still remain.  There may also be errors in the original material. 
 
Return to Alaska outdoors areas for more information about boating, fishing and hunting 
areas. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATlON SERVICE 

ALASKA AREA OFFICE 

1011 E.Tudor, Suite 297 Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

AUG 2 3 1980 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

From: JoAnne Dunec 

Subjec t :  F i e l d  I n s p e c t i o n  of P o r t i o n s  of t h e  Black and Porcupine 
R ive r s ,  J u n e  26 - J u l y  10,  1979 

A f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  of p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Black and P orcupine Rivers  w a s  
conducted June  26 t o  J u l y  10 ,  1979 by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  Her i t age  
Conservat ion and Rec rea t ion  S e r v i c e  (HCRS), and t h e  U.S. Fish  and 
W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce  (FWS). The purpose of t h e  t r i p  w a s  t o  e v a l u a t e  r i v e r  
r e l a t e d  r e sou rces  i n  t h e  newly c r e a t e d  Yukon F l a t s  Na t iona l  Monument. 
The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  Black  R ive r ,  and p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Porcupine River  l i e  
w i t h i n  t h e  monument. As ide  from f e d e r a l  l and ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  Nat ive 
Allotments  a long  t h e  r i v e r ,  as w e l l  a s  l ands  owned by Cha lky i t s ik  and 
Doyon Native Corpora t ions .  

P a r t i c i p a n t i n g  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  w e r e :  

Lewis Swensen, FWS, Anchorage 
Roger Kaye, FWS, Fa i rbanks  
J a c k  Mosby , HCRS, Anchorage 
JoAnne Dunec, HCRS, Anchorage 

Various t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  modes w e r e  used f o r  t h e  t r i p .  Lou, Jack,  and I 
f l ew  v i a  commercial scheduled  a i r l i n e s  from Anchorage t o  Fairbanks t o  
m e e t  Roger. A l l  of u s  cont inued  t o  F t .  Yukon v i a  scheduled a i r l i n e s .  
Our w a t e r c r a f t ,  two 17 '  aluminum canoes,  a s  w e l l  as some of our  gea r  
were shipped v i a  a i r  cargo  from Anchorage t o  F t .  Yukon. From t h e r e  we 
c h a r t e r e d  a Cessna 206 ( A r c t i c  C i r c l e  A i r  Se rv i ce )  and a Cessna 185 (Air 
Nor th) ,  bo th  on f l o a t s ,  t o  f l y  u s ,  ou r  canoes,  and gear  t o  a sma l l  l a k e  
(Short  Po r t age  Lake, s e c .  34, T.l8N, R.24E.) a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Black 
R ive r ,  upstream from t h e  Salmon Fork. The f l i g h t  w a s  approximately 50 
minutes  one way. The l e n g t h  of t h e  po r t age  w a s  approximately 150 f e e t .  
W e  paddled and d r i f t e d  approximately 210 r i v e r  mi l e s  on t h e  Black and a 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  Porcupine River .  The take-out p o i n t  was t h e  mouth of t h e  
Sucker River  on t h e  Porcupine ,  n e a r  F t .  Yukon. A s  pre- arranged, a Bureau 
of Land Management pick-up t r u c k  took us ,  canoes and gear  t h e  s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  t o  F t .  Yukon where commercial a i r l i n e s  were aga in  u t i l i z e d .  

The p o r t i o n  of t h e  Black River  f l o a t e d  by t h e  Fnspect ion team can be 
desc r ibed  i n  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  segments; from Shor t  Por tage  Lake t o  t h e  
Salmon Fork,  from t h e  Salmon Fork t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Cha lky i t s ik ,  and 
l a s t l y ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  below t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  Black River  on 
t h e  Porcupine.  



Short Por tage  Lake t o  Salmon Fork 

Approximate t i m e :  3 - 5 days by canoe. 

Though t h e  Black River i s  a f l a t w a t e r ,  meandering stream, t h i s  segment 
is  r e l a t i v e l y  rap id  wi th  a 2-3 mph cur ren t .  The water is t e a  colored 
and cold .  The r i v e r  passes  through fo res ted  lowlands of willow, with 
b i r c h  and white spruce  on high banks of well- drained s o i l .  (There a r e  
v i r t u a l l y  no g rave l  b a r s  .) The view i s  l imi ted  t o  t h e  r i v e r  cor r idor  
due t o  t h e  high banks and r i p a r i a n  vegeta t ion.  F i r e s  have not  r ecen t ly  
occured i n  t h e  area .  W i l d l i f e  is  abundant, e s p e c i a l l y  beaver and Arc t i c  
Loon. Moose, Lynx, and Canadian and White-Fronted Geese were a l s o  s ighted.  
Both Northern P ike  and Grayling were caught. There a r e  not  obvious 
s igns  of people which lends  a f e e l i n g  of wilderness.  (Of course, t h e  
f l i g h t  t o  t h e  put- in po in t  revealed  thousands of ac res  of shimmering wet 
green expanse broken only by t ree- l ined cor r idors . )  

Salmon Fork t o  Cha lky i t s ik  

Approximate t i m e :  4-6 days by canoe. 

Within a day 's  f l o a t  from t h e  confluence of t h e  Salmon Fork t h e  r i v e r  
widens and t h e  c u r r e n t  slows t o  approximately 2 mph. The water remains 
t e a  colored,  however t h e  water temperature increased t o  t h e  60°F. range 
(warm enough t o  s w i m  and ba the ) .  Banks average t e n  f e e t  i n  height  
in te r spersed  with h igh b l u f f s .  Gravel ba r s  and i s l a n d s  become more 
abundant. Ripar ian  vege ta t ion  c o n s i s t s  of willow t h i c k e t s  (teeming with 
mosquitoes) wi th  t a l l e r  spruce  and b i r c h  s e t  back from t h e  banks. 
Numerous trees a t t a i n  house-log s i z e  a s  evidenced by t h e  exis tence  of 
s e v e r a l  cabins and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s .  As s i g n s  of people increase ,  
w i l d l i f e  viewing diminishes;  l e s s  beaver and geese were s igh ted ,  however 
Peregr ine  Falcons and Bald Eagles were seen along c e r t a i n  b l u f f s .  Both 
Arc t i c  Tern and A r c t i c  Loons became more abundant. 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o p  was t h e  Old Salmon Vi l l age  located  on a slough which 
w i l l  soon become an oxbow lake .  The v i l l a g e  consis ted  of about t e n  log 
s t r u c t u e s ,  miscellaneous logs  and p i t s ,  and f i v e  fenced graves atop a 
b lu f f  overlooking t h e  v i l l a g e .  (The exposed s lope  of t h e  b lu f f  w a s  
covered wi th  a p l a n t  t h a t  smelled l i k e  sagebrush.) A l l  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  
were covered with weeds and were i n  various states of d i s r e p a i r  and 
col lapse .  The v i l l a g e  w a s  abandoned i n  the  1940's when a barge carrying 
the  bu i ld ing  supp l ies  f o r  a school  could go no f u r t h e r  upstream then t h e  
present  day Chalkyi ts ik .  The school  was b u i l t  a t  t h a t  s i t e ,  and everyone 
moved downstream, leaving a deser ted  Salmon Vi l lage .  (Deserted except 
f o r  mosquitoes which were a s  t h i c k  a s  ever.)  

Chalkyi ts ik  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o p  a s  well .  As  t h e  l a r g e s t  community i n  
the  a r e a ,  t h e  Athabascan v i l l a g e  boas ts  about 100 res iden t s .  Many r e s i -  

, d e n t s  speak only Gwtichin, an Athabascan d i a l e c t .  Chalkyi ts ik ,  an 
Indian name., means " to  f i s h  wi th  a hook a t  t h e  mouth of the  creek". 



The most noteworthy r e s i d e n t  is  Belle Herbert  who w a s  soon t o  c e l e b r a t e  
h e r  126th  b i r t h d a y  a f t e r  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  team v i s i t e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( Ju ly  
4 ,  1979).  Born i n  Canada, B e l l e  h a s  l i v e d  and t r a v e l e d  throughout t h e  
Yukon F l a t s  i n  bo th  Canada and Alaska. I n  1980, Governor Jay  Hammond 
t r a v e l e d  t o  C h a l k y i t s i k  t o  p r e s e n t  h e r  w i th  a n  o f f i c i a l  S t a t e  s c r o l l  
d e c l a r i n g  h e r  "Alaska 's  and America's most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c i t i z e n . "  

C h a l k v i t s i k  t o  F t .  Yukon 

Approximate t i m e :  6-8 days  by canoe. 

Below C h a l k y i t s i k ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  slows t o  1-2 mph and meanders i n c r e a s e  i n  
s i z e .  During t h i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  t r i p  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  team encountered a 
s t r o n g  co ld  wind blowing upstream. Both l i n i n g  t h e  canoes along f r equen t  
g r a v e l  b a r s  and l a s h i n g  t h e  canoes toge the r  became methods f o r  ga in ing  
p rog res s  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  wind and slow c u r r e n t .  The wa te r  remained t e a  
co lo red  u n t i l  t h e  conf luence  of t h e  Porcupine, which w a s  t u r b i d  and 
murky. The r i p a r i a n  v e g e t a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of mainly wil low and a l d e r  
t h i c k e t s .  R e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  f i r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  have c l e a r e d  t a l l e r  
v e g e t a t i o n .  W i l d l i f e  s i g h t i n g s  a long  t h i s  segment i nc lude  Black Bear, 
S a n d h i l l  Crane, A r c t i c  Tern,  l a r g e  owls w i th  f l e d g l i n g s ,  A r c t i c  Loon, 
and v a r i o u s  g u l l s ,  p l o v e r s ,  geese ,  ducks and hawks. S igns  of bo th  moose 
and beaver  were ev iden t  a s  w e l l .  F i sh ing  dropped from f a i r  t o  poor ,  
a l though a Shee f i sh  w a s  caught i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Grayl ing  and Northern 
P ike .  

The i n s p e c t i o n  team reached t h e  Porcupine River  v i a  t h e  Black River  
Slough. Approximately two and a h a l f  mi l e s  l ong ,  t h e  water  flows one way 
when t h e  Black R ive r  is  h i g h e r  t han  t h e  Porcupine and t h e  o t h e r  way when 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  r eve r sed .  It w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  r o u t e ;  t h e  s lough 
resembled a c a n a l  w i t h  s t r a i g h t  g ra s sy  banks, s l u g g i s h  c u r r e n t  and s i l t y  
water. 

The Porcupine is  much l a r g e r  and has  a f a s t e r  c u r r e n t  t han  t h e  Black. 
The r i v e r  c u t  through h i g h e r ,  t r e e  covered banks and formed s e v e r a l  
channels .  Fo res t ed  i s l a n d s  were common. Only two days were spent  on t h e  
Porcupine from t h e  Black R ive r  Slough t o  t h e  Take-out p o i n t  a t  t h e  
Sucker River  (near  F t  . Yukon) . 
General  Informat ion  

USGS Maps (1:63,360): Black River  A-3; B-3,4;C-4,5,6; F t .  Yukon C-1,2,3. 

The m a j o r i t y  of l a n d  is  p u b l i c  and managed by t h e  U.S. F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  
S e r v i c e ,  however t h e r e  are s e v e r a l  Nat ive Allotments  w i th  p r i v a t e  cabins  
a long  t h e  Black R ive r  as w e l l  a s  l and  owned by t h e  Na t ive  V i l l a g e  and 
Regional  Corpora t ions .  

For i n t e r e s t i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  a r e a  and i t s  people  read:  Born on 
Snowshoes by Evelyn (Bergland) Shore,  Boston, Houghton M i f f l i n ,  1954, 
and Hunters  of t h e  Northern F o r e s t :  Designs f o r  Su rv iva l  Among The 
Alaskan Kutchin by Richard K .  Nelson, Un ive r s i t y  of Chicago P r e s s ,  1973. 




